RE TiN 
ARE WE FOR THER ? 


; OF buying this benefit issue for the Anarchist Black Cross. All proceeds of the sale of 
this thingie will go to the ABC. For more info concerning the ABC, its ideas, its way of organizing and 
working, look further somewhere in here. My main motivation for doing this benefit is that I have this 
feeling political prisoners still lack courage & help from people outside. They're being oppressed much 
harder than we are, they're locked up, sometimes put in total isolation, beaten up by fellow prisoners oy 
guards, forbidden communication with the outside, humiliation,.... Everyday their right as human being is 
violated & abused by the prison authorities and the state in general. It is in those hard times they need you 
help more than ever. Though, they’re often forgotten by activist & non-activists outside the walls of prison 
A “waste” of your so-called struggle & resistance?! A fault?! An accident?! Solidarity, what's in a name? 
There are different ways you could help prisoners, one easy & effective way is by getting in contact with 
them. Introduce yourself, tell how you got to know about their case, show your compassion, tell some 
things happening in the “outside world”, Every postcard or letter they get in their hands will be appreciated 
and make a big difference for them in the boring repetive day. For information & addresses of political 
prisoners you can write to your nearest ABC chapter, include a stamp for reply costs if possible. 

So here it is. Finally a new issue. The next issue will be a co-operation with someone out of the states 
It will be nice, and it will have a new name. Please don’t ask me why it took me so long before I could 
finally bring out another zine, I just don’t know why. Maybe I have the feeling that other people are better 
in expressing themselves on paper, I feel that they’re my voice in some way. There are a lot of those zines 
out there, made by frustrated but sincere kids, you just have to find them. I’m still continuing my zine (after 
a long pause of 3 years). I hope to bring out another zine within a few months but if it will continue like 
now it will last another three years before the damn thing will get out. I lost already some stuff I had 
written for it thanks to my messiness, like some reviews, random thoughts written down and an artide 
about stealing. I will write a new article about shoplifting tough, because it’s a very interesting subject to 
talk about. No, I ain’t turning into a potato couch. I did other stuff, maybe that’s why my zine got on the 
background & got neglected. Perhaps another reason could be that I wasn’t doing that well the past 
months. I felt a lot of disappointment, especially at school but also outside the gates. People are easy |i) 
letting you fall for new “friends”. Friendship is often fake. It’s often nothing more than using each other; 
fulfilling each other needs for attention and excitement. The computer crashing almost every time when | 
was lay-outing didn’t help to get this finally on paper either (very frustrating, believe me). ..I simple feel the 
urge to put my energy in other things instead of this zine. About the contributions; yep, there are a lot o! 
them now, and I like it a lot. Thanks to all the people who wrote or drew something! 

Please note that my address has changed. I didn’t move (not yet) but had/have some problems & 
that’s why I got a box. You can write me for whatever, for our distro list, or just for a chat, or for help wit! 
something... If you think that a prison literature project could be also something for you, please write me! 
Or a comic project? Or something with scary stuff? Own suggestions are more than welcome! Sorry tv 
people who're waiting for a reply — my mail can be chaotic sometimes (losing stuff, or letters gettin, 
confisticated by the police,... or just me being busy or lazy ©),of course I still like the written word & wil 
write back as fast as possible. The c/o address is Tijs * PB9 * 9000 Gent 12 * Belgium * Mother Europi 
(Can Kiss My Stinking Ass), I also have access to nerd mail now: moowoohahaha@hotmail.com. 

Three little ads; We're working on something, about repression in prison, the prison industry, thi 
death-penalty & torture, political prisoners, maximum security cells, organizations out there who suppor' 
prisoners,... If you want to contribute to this booklet/newsletter (we ain’t sure yet) you can contact Bar 
(the address is somewhere in this intro) or me. The new zine will include: interviews with CCC militant 
Pierre & Bertrand, Brian of CrimethInc, Inside Front & Catharsis, dangerous weirdo’'s getting organized (thi 
Vegetable Liberation Front, the Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, the Army of God, the Church o 


Euthanasia,...), info on things going on in Poland, a forum about egoism, stuff about natural stimulants, 
more confusion & point of views,... But it’s very unclear how it will be. We'll see. By the way, Mindbreaker is 
arad zine & you can get it with the guy mentioned 5 lines above! Dieter asked me to note his distro so here 
I’m doing it. Bistro Distro is going on already for a while & finally getting some feedback it seems. Bistro 
distro stuff which is anti-authoritarian & has an outspoken look on society. There are some books, T-shirts, 
zines & music on the list. Here’s the address: Dieter, ‘s Gravenstraat 10, 9810 Nazareth, Belgium. He's also 
working on an ABC benefit tape/LP/CD, so if you're doing a band send some rocking tunes to the guy! 


No “top ten” lists in here but I really want to mention 
Inside Front which helped me a lot to relative my daily 
problems. It’s great heartwarming and sincere zine (despite of 
it’s Goodlife reviews ©). For communication or a copy write to 
the CrimethInc. Headquarters: 2695 Rangewood Drive/ Atlanta, 
GA 30345 U$A. You can also get it via me. HeartattaCk has 
brought me a more positive vision on hardcore. And if you're 
very interested in direct action & ecology you should definitely 
check out Do or Die. It’s a high quality publication which 
covers also news and things going on all over the world. Write 
to: Do or Die c/o 6 Tilbury Place/ Brighton/ East Suffix/ BN2 2GY/ 
UK or e-mail to doortp@yahoo.co.UK. “Le Complexe de Peter 
Pan” is one hell of a great read about a revolution summer. 
Here's the address: Pierre Preumont/ Rue Du Centre 6/ 1450 
Chastre/ Belgium. A great rousing read. I’m gonna be my own 
hero #1 is out now too. Love it &/or hate it. I love it. Laurer. 
Pacitti/ 24 rue E. Vandriessche/ 1050 BXL/ Belgium. Music rocks. 
Stuff played by the almighty Acme, Acrid, Systral (especially the Black Smoker album), Pixies (Surfer Rosa is the best CD 
ever), the Breeders, $pread the Disease, The Cole Quintet, Headway, Half Man, Gomez and Wrought: Iron 
Smile still rock my world very hard tough. I can only recall a very few bands which had an impact on me live 
& those were Vuur (check their hopefully-out-soon split 7” with Seein’ Red!), Zegota, Cathode & Stifled cries (rip!). 
Movies... I ain’t into DIY/arty farty/underground/B-movies & that kind of stuff (not yet). The scariest movie I 
ever saw was Prince of Darkness, until I saw the Blair Witch Project a few days ago. Unbelievable scary 
stuff, nothing you would expect from a dumb Hollywood concept. Another cool movie, a political comedy, is 
Buckworth. First it appeared as a racist movie but it turns out to be a plea against the American political 
system with it’s corruption, racism & influence on the media. Recommended! (And don't forget the classics: Omen I 
& IV, most Stephen King stuff, Halloween, & Rockn Roll Highway .There’s also some good movies out there about prisons like 
Bloodline) I started to have interest again for comic books, especially alternative press comics such as Milk & 
Cheese (most of the time senseless but always funny anti-society violence), Too much coffee man (much wisdom in 
this one) & Stupid Comics (stupid name but Jim Mahfood, the author of this thingie has some interesting & funny 
thoughts!). Recommended if you want to know more about anarchism is “Anarchist Comics” put out by Last 
Gasp comics some years ago. Triple X (put out by major Dark Horse) is a rousing tale about the battle of a 
group of squatters against a multinational who performs experiments on junks & homeless people. 

A justification: In the artide about hardline & extreme-right (#4) I assumed Arkangel is a pro 
life/rightist animal rights paper. I ain’t still sure about Ronnie Lee’s view today on topics such as abortion. 
but the Arkangel issues I read recently are totally rad! I guess the discussion about pro-life & co-operation 
with fascists or not evolved into positive results because there ain’t no fascist contributions in the Arkangel 
issues of today. Ideologically it seems to be most inspired be anarchism. The definite proof Arkangel 
distances itselves from rightists animal-rightists: “The Animal Liberation/vegan movement must break down 
the barriers of prejudice, ignorance, bigotry, discrimination and hatred which keeps animals caged, abused, 
exploited, used, insulted, made fun of, humiliated, tortured and finally, murdered. This movement must 
remain consistent in its fights to free animals from oppression by not embracing racism, sexism, 
homophobia or intolerance of religious beliefs as part of the struggle. The systematic abuse of animals relies 
on a fascist doctrine of brutality and repressive policies. We congratulate London Animal Action for taking a 
stand against racists and sexists in the Animal Liberation movement and hope other groups will follow their 
lead...”. Arkangel contains all the information you want to know about recent actions for animals worldwide, 
article's on health, infiltration, prisoned animal libbers, discussion on the naturality of vegetarism, etc. 


There's lot of stuff in every issue. Yep, it seems the old Arkangel is gone & here’s the new one. A must fo! 
all you animal righters out there. Send 3.5£ for the postpaid newest issue of Arkangel: BCM 9240 * Londo’ 
WC1N 3XX * UK. 

_1 don't believe you should even get dead for the worst crimes, but I believe the wom! 
persons should get the death penalty. Don’t understand me? I think many cruel crimes such as rape !\ 
murder are done by persons with once a terrible youth, or are in deep shit, or are heavily on drugs and stuf! 
like that. It’s more the circumstances & the surrounding of the person which made the person so weak tr 
give in to such an impulsive & terrible (and not to be forgiven! Don’t get me wrong about this) act. I’m no! 
saying I’m feeling compassion for any rapists or murderers, in contrary, but with an objective look, not only 
from the view of the victims you should conclude in almost all cases that such a person should not deserve 
to be put death, although you would like to see them put to death. It’s a complicated subject. I wouldi! 
care if a childmolester or a rapist would be killed by someone, really. Who deserves also the death are sony 
rich fucks who decide with a clear mind they will drop bombs on 

a foreign population under the name of a “military operation”, or 

the thinktanks of fascist parties who're responsible for 

manipulative campaigns which strengthen many people's 

prejudices & hate for other people, or the persons like Bush who 

like to sign other's people death. But OK, that’s more like 

dreaming I'm doing here. The death penalty was and still is a 


tool of the state to manipulate the public’s opinion about crime. Stitt, 
It doesn’t exist to prevent crime or to punish people or things = 
like that. = 
Hope &/or muchas gracias to: everyone who think they y 
should be thanked & struggles and likes to rock out even on e 


cold rainy days. Many thank you's to everyone who's behind the 
bars because s/he cared, especially those who literally have to 
fight for their life against the death-penalty which the 
government has put on their head. An endless thanks goes to all 
the people who lost their life while they strived for a better and 
more human world. / 


THERE ARE NO OUTSIDES GM PRISONWALLS. 


{random information} 
Printrun: about 500 copies. * #4 isn't available anymore | 
Contributors of art: Alessandro (pages), Bartel (pages), Evan (pages), bart “bp” praet (page), Kevin (paged), 
& Wouter (page)?*The other pics & drawings are blatantly stolen or made by me. BAe 
Da spell checkers; Bart, Elie and Yannick. 

Article about politics was originally written by CrimethInc. and revised and rewritten by me. ! 
Article “Why the masses ain’t asses” was originally written by Joel of Profane Existence. It’s a great artic 
which showed me refreshing ideas I couldn’t agree more with. I only didn't like all his negative critics on the! 
socialists and communists, so I let that part out. This article originally appeared in PE issue 19/20 
Luvvwv story by Lindsey. y 
Article about the Anarchist Black Cross by Kenneth. 

Article about discrimination in the Netherlands by xPierkex. 

Legal disclaimer Nothing in here wants you to commit illegal stuff. This is only Intended for information. Damji, i 
like to say “yeah right!” so much, but I don’t know why. | 
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paid this 


in the mirror 


and sing along to 


know the song 


Mode by a Kid who werts To give Fis ite a bit of meaning (oh ory} 
‘ond that's why he wrote iis piece of his rind down for you & hinset! 
Tofind Ns peoce of mind (ins st I sc000000 deep). Enjoy rry west 


Let's continue with c simpie slogan which sounds empty as your loca! 
‘pastarnan (win a rocksteady beat) 


Arey? 
We AGP? 


‘You are who you are\ 


But do you know who you ate? Prooabiy not, maybe you trirk you know 
everything Obout youself, bul do You reall? If you realy know yourset, 
wey cart? you chonge your Person than? is It you weakness? Why Is 
you teaction atferert as expected? 


Demonic Disclaimer Bert. 


| ain't a good writer (at least, I'm not writing the 
way | would like it to be ), What | try ie sharing 
come of my feelings & opinions, and allthough | 
know it'e impossible for me to give you an idea 
about how | think, ete. | can give you at least a 
clue. Hopefully my random thoughte and ram- 
biinge will be reflected upon yourself instead of da 
creater. It would be great if thie zine would be not 
only about: myself but also about: you. | can’t tell 
you what the purpose of thie zine is; | have my 
own motives and reasons but you get out of it 
what you get... 

ws "Because I hardly can voice my thoughts 
and opinions this was made", to make this 
sound official and serious. But don't worry 
T'm not a bloody serious kid/serious bloody 
kid who wants to kill you when you don't 
agree with me. But if you’re not a vegetarian 
you'd better piss off you loser, Just kidding of 
course, but I admit, it gives me a kick to say 
such things even if they are a joke (a bad 
‘one, but OK). I’m not a whino either, I hope. 
It's normal we all think in differently sort of 
ways, we all have different kinds of back- 
grounds in which we grew/are growing up 
and different surroundings, etc. I also do my 
zine to express some feelings of me because 
sometimes you have this moments you really 
feel bad about yourself when there is no one 
around you who can or doesn’t want to help 
you. I can also be sometimes a shy/introvert 
kid and I just want to show my real me to 
those people. I don’t have a big mouth ‘in the 
outside’ so I have to speak out in this paper- 
world. The purpose of this zine is not to be 
political, or personal, or emmooooohhh 
(hmmmm...emo... “that’s when it hit me... 
emorock will save us all”, bart!), but just 
myself with showing my bad & good sides 


(yeah I want to change, but not for you) & trying to use this white space as an 
{ outlet for my frustrations, disappointments in myself & the world,... So this are 
} some sheets of paper which contain parts of me. I copied it and now you are 


at holding them in your hands. Maybe you're holding this now in your hands but 


it's going to end up on some ignored pile of other creative paper thingies or it 
will get lost somewhere after the toilet in a bath of piss. I can't address this to 
"you" since you're reading this. ... The problem going on the last time is this 
typical mentality which is also to be found in every movement, including ours, of 
"I don't care anymore about it, if it doesn't give me any satisfaction". "Artsen 
Zonder Grenzen" (“Doctors without Barriers”) had to broadcast on the national 
television rotting corpses in Sudan together with some begging to catch a little 
bit of the attention of the people who were drinking their beer and eating their 
chips on the other side, Probably most changed the channel trying to forget 
what they just saw or just continued their tasteful snack pretending there's 
nothing wrong going on out there, And this is slowly infiltrating in even the so- 
called “critical” and “sincere” minds (maybe it has been always present in the 
background?) . We were and are being brainwashed by our education, the 
media, parents,... no matter how independent we think we are. There is less 
caring about others and this time the television or society or whatever can't be 
blamed for this manners of acting and thinking. We have to be blamed for our 
weakness because if we really want to, we can change our habits and activities, 
Society, to be more specific your surroundings, has demands and expectations 
and that’s why something like resistance exists & is necesary. ... At this moment 
I don't feel like writing, but I think I'll continue doing this thing as long as I feel 
motivated enough (duh), because some nice people gave me their honest 
opinion about stuff I wrote down I'll continue (and I still have my drugs for 
writing available; coffee, frustrated feelings and music). They let me know I 
wasn't doing this only for me, fortunately enough. Let’s be honest, who doesn’t 
like to get compliments and honest critics on his work? Without them I can’t 
imagine people still being motivated and passionated about punk, diy, politics or 
whatever a person has strong feelings about. ... Zines aren't products, but I 
know for some they are. Products which contain stuff which should contribute 
to their own selfish scenes & movements. Fuck those people (too say it like a 
though bully), they mean a lot more! Sometimes it feels like this movement is 
Paying less and less attention to the final work of people's creativity and in 
some way it's understandable because everyday a new zine & a new band is 
born, so the offer enlarges day by day, That's why it’s hard to let your work 
look like something original and creative. One of the most important and the 
greatest aspects of this whole movement, namely individuality/originality, is 
almost gone by now because it's very hard nowadays to consider an article 
about anti-fascism for example as original. But the point is to look at artwork, 
articles/columns, dictions, philosophy, demostrations, photography, direct 
action, music, whatever as something which is done by sincere persons and that 
automatically makes it something individual and original no matter if you 
already have the feeling you have seen it somewhere and someway before. Of 
course it’s always a plus when new, refreshing ideas and artwork is exposed. In 
fact that’s what we need the most to get “the vibe going”. You can feel if 
someone made the thingie with creative honest feelings instead of commercial 
intentions (or plain feelings of boredom — “let's start a cool HC band so we can 
fill our Sunday evening every week”), No matter how bad you feel because "it's 
all been said and done before" (no way it hasn‘t! - to my knowledge there 
aren‘t made any human clones yet), when you make some drawing and you get 
some commentary you feel better, and besides it hasn‘t “been all said already”, 
that’s crap. Just wanted to note this. So start painting, drawing, writing, acting, 
demonstrating, playing music today instead of watching paintings, drawings and 
demonstrations, reading writings, watching some beautiful piece of acting, 
listening to someone else view and listening to music created by others whole 
the time. Do something! Create some things! Being a couch potato might feel 
great too, I do it myself also sometimes, but it doesn't gives you this feeling of 
"I can also do that and let people enjoy my work", It makes you feel as a 
human living in the description of observing, breathing, eating and other basic 
stuff. If we could work all together to form one big alternative providing every- 
thing a human needs the capitalist system would be made unnecessary in a 
spontaneous way (and by that way also without any violence). But that will 
never happen. I don’t believe the diy-scene will make the big change. The pure 
politics, (direct) action inspired by passion, love, anger & hate will. The people 
will; you & me, There are few motivated people to be found in the hard- 
core/punk community, so that gives the DIY movement a non-revolutionary 


character. I think a revolution will be the only 
way out to overthrow the state, Having this 
thought doesn’t make me a devoted revolu- 
tionary though. I’m trying to participate in 
reforming the society, whether a revolution 
will happen in 5 years or in 200 years, you 
have to make the best out of the present 
situation because everybody wants to live 
their life as good as possible, even if we 
don't like the system we're born in. You can’t 
simply wait for a revolution because it won’t 
happen when you don’t battle the present 
system. That’s what some hardcore commies 
(mostly Stalinist and Maoist of course) don’t 
seem to get. ... I feared this zine would 
become a newsletter where I would only 
write down political news and some reviews, 
1 would still like to read and write about 
personal things, but I was afraid this would 
make my zine less good. I decided to con- 
tinue writing down whatever's on my mind. 
Not really everything, ‘cause than I would say 
things that a) nobody cares about and b) 
there are some things I don’t want people to 
read. I'm going to say enough things in this 
Issue I normally wouldn't like everybody 
know about, I just type it and without 
realizing this will end up in this zine. But 
that’s my own fault, I just don’t know if it has 
any use to let you read how I feel or how I 
think about certain things. ... One of the main 
issues of my zine was trying to be myself on 
paper, if I would only write political news and 
opinions down, I would only be showing one 
aspect of my personality to you and so I 
wouldn't be myself. But now I'm happy, this 
zine will stay personal and you probably 
already have noticed this after reading so 
many "I's in those few lines. To set things 
straight (yeah straightedge to the motha- 
fuckin bone. See ya in da pit you basta! Yuck! 
.» Damn, I just got my award in the Guiness 
Record Book in the section “worst jokes ever 
told”), being personal isn't about egocentrism 
or egotripping as some may suggest, It's all 
about expressing yourself and trying to tear 
the surrounding walls down, The punk scene 
has become arrogant towards  self- 
expressionism, so I became 

indifferent towards a big part of OPEN 

the punk scene. But being arro- 
gant hasn’t anything to do with 
punk, right? So why attacking the 
“punk’scene, this doesn’t make 
any sense, Anyway, there are 
some people in the “anarchopunk” 
scene who have nothing to do 
with what they claim to be. But 
every scene has such kind of 
people, there are assholes at 
gothic gigs, at socialist gather- 
ings,... at your work or school. I 
guess there are assholes all over 
the place, which is of course no 
excuse for childish behavior such 
as mindless violence, ripping 
people off or dogmatic behavior. 
It proves again that the scene Is’ 


veel —_  — °° ° °° °° °° °° 


just a reflection of society, even the revolting words can’t cover this up. Be 
sides, what's a “scene” exactly?! More about the word “scene” later on... 1. | 
don't care anymore about labels, except for some which covers some of Miy 
institutions (pro-responsibility concerning abortion, pro-equality, anti-military 
pro-animal rights, anti-fascist, etc. you know the deal). Am I punk? I don! 
know. I don't drink beer ‘till I drop on the ground, don't fuck around, ain't » 
convinced anarchist , don't have all those patches and markings on my clothes, 
don't have a mohawk so many will suggest I ain't no real punk but "more (Sx!) 
hardcore". I thought hardcore and punk are one and the same? Why then all 
this ramblings and criticising about the image? Why does HeartAttack get all this 
“emo HC” stuff in its content while Profane Existence’s review section hardly 
had a “SxE hardcore” record in it? And why the hell am I myself bothering # 
much about this?! Anyway, I won't stay awake asking myself the question how | 
can call myself and how not, there are bigger problems going on in my envi 
ronment and in the world in general. Labels... who needs them anyway? |! 
scares Off people and each label —yes, ‘hardcore’ and ‘punk’ aren‘t exceptions! 
has its own stereotyped image. Only one thing is sure, I can call myself Tijs ar! 
that's almost enough to satisfy myself. Yeah right... Tijs is a sucky wuss @, | 
was wondering how important hardcorepunk is to me and I came to the cond 
sion that I care most about three things involved in this, namely the political 
and the personal expression and these friendly persons you meet on gigs o! 
write with and so on... These three 'things' mean almost everything to me ari! 
it's difficult to choose one above the other. Both help me and others out, DIY 
still means a lot to me, but I guess my views have changed a lot in a short 
period, I mean, I don’t want to “waste” all day listening to the same hard typlca! 
punk or hardcore music and reading the same typical punkzines. I don’t want to 
wander whole my life around in a sub/counter culture. But I still like the 
black/white perspective thinking very much, it makes things less complicate: 
and easier. People who think like "this is right, and that's wrong" -like I do 
sometimes, I admit- have to learn to make exceptions and try to think about 
people not as labels, groups, numbers, roles or masses, but as individuals with 
individual opinions. Individualism (in this context only, of course, individualisin 
as synonime for egoism is reprehensible) is so important and I admit I some 
times made mistakes on this level, I labeled people "right-wing" while they ever 
aren't! Is it right to call for example a pro-lifer right-wing? Perhaps it’s justified 
to call such a person like that, but perhaps not. It depends on how this person's 
views are on other ethical, economical, social and political subjects (the pro 
life/anti-gay/anti-racist/pro-democracy organizaton “Move” from the U$A coul! 
be a very good example). One single view does tell you a lot about a perso, 
but certainly not everything. Many people have made the mistake of unjustified 
name calling and exaggerating. It’s easy to call people names, like yelling fascist 
and stuff like that, but when someone else says/does something which bothers 
you it's better to give your reasons why you're not agreeing with him/her 
instead of turning yourself against that person. Aggression causes aggression, 
no? Not always, but most of the time people want to take their revenge and If 
they can’t find you then they'll try to find a scapegoat, maybe an old woman, 
maybe a migrant, or whoever else “inferior” in their in eyes... Aggressive cops 
being threatened or mocked at could develop frustrations, and when they 
express themselves by beating you sense 
less, they are even able to get away with It 
easy. Constructive violence (the discussion 
whether you can call violence constructive | 
left behind to make this not too long) has its 
negative and positive sides. It’s not immoral 
or stupid to have pro-violence standpoints 
on certain situations. Something totally else 
now; I’m still wondering about millions of 
things that can't be put on paper because 
they're to complicated. Pretty cheap excuse 
huh? Anyway, all these questions made my 
whole mind a maze of complicated wires, 
Questions & feelings, they can make you 
mad but they’re worth living them. I can't 
write about it, it's too personal and too 
difficult to put on paper. I already tried 
several times to express these feelings & 
questions on paper but I’ve never suc 
ceeded. You know, sometimes you start 


questioning things about yourself, your fellow 
humans, this thing called “life” and the world 
and when you start to freak out you stop 
thinking about this. I couldn't stop and 
questioned almost everything. At certain 
moments I really looked down on people & 
on myself and at other moments I just felt 
down. I felt like the lowest scum on earth. I 
got to know one of my biggest fears: that I, 
just like everyone else, are born egoist. I still 
don’t know if we do everything out of self- 
interest. Sometimes I think everybody's 
selfish, myself included, later on I can’t 
imagine myself and some people to be 
egoist. Selfishness is a scary thing, and if it 
would be indeed proven it's human’s nature 
to be so, that would be a huge disappoint- 
ment. It’s human nature to act like scum, 
that’s a fact. And that’s why it’s our duty to 
clean up the mess “we” have caused in the 
past decades. ... Nobody knows what's going 
on in my mind and I like this but on the other 
side I also think it's a pity because this would 
make relations easier (conflicts don’t neces- 
sarily mean fights, fights are a result of a 
relationship without any conflicts), Total 
honesty, would you like it? Would you be able 
to handle it? To consider a person as a 
human being, as an individual with it's good 
and bad sides? Some treat me like a person, 
others treat me at highschool from time to 
time like some cheap thing which can be used 
to boost ego's or as a tool. OK, let’s end this 
'98 note: Thanks to the people who gave me 
reactions! I love you! Thanx to the very few 
who care about me, I care about you and 
love you even more! I guess these persons 
know who they are. So, I think that's it for 
this year, another year which celebrated its 
post-modern ‘neo-liberal’ system and starva- 
tion in 'Thirld World' countries. There were 
people who cared more for cool flashy pieces 
of clothes than f.e. the oppression of women 
in Egypt, Afghanistan and Iran (sounds 
ridicule? Well, fuck you than!) or the unnec- 
essary killing of millions of animals. 1998 was 
again a year which didn’t brought any 
change, on the contrary. You could mention a 
thousand examples to proove all is not well, 
Take f.e. this "I ain't afraid of queers but to 
make thing clear I don’t want anything to do 
with them" sentence which can be heard 
about everywhere? Or the fact that 11% of 


the Belgian youth weren't afraid of calling themselves racist (hell, they should 
be!), Buy a yearbook & heave a nice overview of all kinds of wars between 
nationas & tribes all over the world. On the other hand there was again protest 
in 1998, with its high and down peaks. “Rock on!” is my message to the people 
who refuse to believe and live easily of this present society. We will see what 
1999 will bring. Perhaps more consuming and less caring (more consuming = 
more ignorance?) about people who have to bother about other things instead 
of which shirt they want to get at the "Limit's" (a trendy "Hip hop" and "Hard- 
core skate" shop in Ghent/Belgium which is the place for every consuming kid 
who wants to be “with it”. The minimum price seems to be 150$; first come, 
first served, first accepted by your peers!). The “thirld world” & “the second 
world” (aren’t we all living on the same world?) feel horrified when they think 
about the “first world”, the trademark of capitalism & liberalism exploiting them. 
Wars between governments, production of nuclear weapons, exploitation, 
wastement of over-produced food, it all happens with a big smile while every 
2.3 seconds a child dies of famine. The Western world is the best symbol ever 
for people's ignorant mentality. A couple of days after having written this I read 
in a zine the following quote of this band Propagandhi (who by the way have 
become commercial in the meanwhile) : "I recognize the irony that the very 
system I oppose affords me the luxury of biting the hand that feeds. But that's 
exactly why privileged fucks like me should feel obliged to whine and kick and 
scream -until everyone has everything they need." Sure, it sounds exaggerated, 
but that's what you have most of the times when you say or write something 
that opposes everything which is the “norm” in our society, including boring 
slogans of your national communist party. Words mostly speak louder than 
actions to most people, and I agree, I'm also guilty of this. I think many political 
aware people have to deal with the same people. We hear lots of noise, much 
of swearings but how many concrete actions and changes of those people do 
happen? That's why I think this kind of powerful quotes are very important, 
because it's just true. When people will realize this is true (I mean, that most of 
us actually should have a feeling of guilt and do something, but not to let your 
feeling of being guilty disappear but to help stop the suffering of other people 
and animals -> hmmm... I’m not sure about this. Is a feeling of guilt a decent 
motivation for being politically active? No, because it’s egoist.) they will be more 
politically aware. And no, they won't scream, whine and kick from the moment 
they wake up, but sometimes they will resist and contribute to alternatives, and 
that's satistieng enough than, otherwise this is becoming something like a 
"sacrifice" and that's what this quote also opposes. Don't think this kind of 
reasoning leads to superior feelings towards someone who doesn’t care about 
this day's problems, read the column “Why the masses ain't asses” for more 
about this subject. ... This zine wasn’t made for my entertainment and neither 
for yours, but if it can entertain you in some way, that’s OK. Life is beautiful and 
not a single asshole can ruin it (although they constantly try). Tonight the year 
1998 will be gone... Let's start an eternal jihad! Let's kill all those meat eaters 
and later on we can gas all those gay people and whoever who doesn't fits in 
our natural order! (Was this funny enough? Maybe a bit too macabre... but I 
like to pick on all those hardliners! Fucking losers!) Anyway, happy new year !! 
1999: “One big bang and all our problems will be solved.” No, that’s not 
right: they'll be gone. Every fascist, all members and sympathizers of the Black 
Muslim party and the Ku Klux Klan, Conan O Brien, all this hatred and peace, 
the birds, all this depressive and happy feelings, Goedele Liekens (and we're 
truly going to miss her, aren‘t we?), all these ignorant and sincere people, all 
these left and right politics, you -the reader who's wondering at this moment 


= 


Phil! Hes So mixed up’ id, Stupid Phil- can hi 
ett ners ‘ae a eh 2 ig 


about the apocalypse or is just 
not thinking at this moment or 
wondering where the hell the 
cool pictures of some cool XXX 
metal bands are- and me: 
ALL gone, This is like one big 
time bomb that will explode 
on the year 2000. Who 
knows? They have nuclear 
missiles enough to blow up 
the whole Milky Way. They 
have the technology & 
material to live on Mars in 
bio-atmospheres, And if 
something like that doesn’t 
happen in 2000 than per- 
haps it will the next minute, 
or day, or year? Who knows? 
There are enough crazy 
people walking around on 
this planet, some blinded by 
hatred, others by money. 
They’re the most dangerous, 
because they’re in powerful 
positions and hardly get 
punished for their crimes by 
their back scratching “friends”. Think of 
politicians, people who're in charge and cops, 
the so-called “protecters, servants and 
representatives of the people”. To serve and 
neglect? I know I'm just sounding like an 
average naive “worldchanger”, this sounds so 
cliché leftist, but you know what? Let them 
rot with their “it’s time you should really 
know about how this society works” crap! I 
don't believe in this kind of society and it’s 
sad to see people being trapped into its 
system. Get up- nine to five work- TV-sleep”. 
Be dumb (ignorant) and simple (agreeing), 
we will serve you well. No no, close your eyes 
again, that wasn’t a shot you heard. * But 
refuse to give up your mentality, it’s just not 
in our genes to be non-caring persons 
waiting to get screwed or to consider some 
stupid music band, or your football team as 
the most important thing in your life. Not 
using your abilities to create & think for 
yourself are inherited through  society’s 
indoctrination, they create those genes and 
you consume them! What was/is in the 
people genes is creativity, It will kill your 
mind if you ignore that feeling. ... Again, I 
don't claim to be better than someone who 
doesn’t give a damn about other people's 
problems. I like some of these people, but I 
hate their opinions + behavior (sometimes). 
Ignorance (it’s a bit of a negative sounding 
word, but that’s what we're talking about, 
not?) will bring you nowhere, and you know 
it. I look down on this behavior, but don’t try 
to look down on those people although many 
of them look down on me. Those people can 
make you feel sick of yourself. ... Media 
promotes this ‘anti-thinking lifestyle’ so 
people wouldn’t refuse their crap & commer- 
cials. Many teachers and politicians throw 
away their morals by not stimulating critical 
thinking. They feel safe by keeping people 


dumb, it gives their life -and wallet of course- at least a meaning by feeling the 
smartest. They know they wouldn’t have nothing to say, to rule, to represent a§ 
people but their roles gave them the power to do so. “Imagine what a dangef 
would an independent critical person be for this society!” they think. Those 
people are “anti-autoritian” by them and “dangerously subversive” by the state 
and seen as “marginal” by fellow human beings. ... You know, most adults don't 
take the youth serious anymore and I can understand them. Most of us walk 
around with all these expensive clothes, blindly following each other smoking, 
consuming and drinking. Or some want to be an "alternative" and are "into 
heavy metal, rap, straightedge, gabber, gothic, black metal, punk" or whatever 
so-called sub-culture which should be about not caring about anything, but 
consuming and desperately trying to fit in some patron which should be “alter 
native” (which is of course “cool”). Some who really care are also not taken 
serious because it's just seem to be another temporary reaction of another kid 
and that's what makes me really angry. They'll never treat you serious until you 
turn at an age like twenty (and even than... they still try to stuff all these 
commercials in your mouth, cops still won't protect people when needed and 
will only be there to harass you when protesting in public or they'll give you 
some fines for not parking you car right, your boss at work is going to be 
obsessed by the green bills instead of your own safety/person, etc.etc), But the 
period before you're twenty they think you ‘re a totally brainless sheep. You 
arent here to know what it’s all about. Fortunately there are kids who know 
where they stand and know how their environment is structured and works. 
There are kids who know how to cheer their surrounding a bit up and who're 
doing this by (for example) practizing earth/animal/human liberating methods, 
and not for some 5 years 'till they participate in work or get to know a girl- or 
boy friend. It's time to put an end to this sort of thoughts and please don't 
believe this is not happening in communities known for its radical critical ideas 
such as the hardcore punkscene or the leftist movement in general! I know 
many will think of me as a youngster who wants to fit in because it's just oh so 
radiCOOL. That's why I have problems with “scenes”, older persons think they 
can exclude you because of your age. It’s time ageism is considered as a 
serious form of discrimination. And besides, I'm not that tightly connected with 
such a thing as the hardcorepunk scene anyway (and even more, what's a 
"scene" exactly?). I also get these reactions that I'm brainwashed. DIY/politics 
means a lot to me, it has taught me to think for myself but media and the 
average person who knows hardcore (mostly they refer to commercial “hard- 
core” seen on TV) a bit will think it's a movement of some consuming trendy 
youngsters. The radical left political movements on the other side get labeled as 
“terrorists”, as “extreme”, “do-nothings” and “vandalizing scum” and whatever 
else you can hear people saying on the streets and in the mainstream media. 


For some DIY/politics are independent while 
someone else gets brainwashed by simple 
slogans and fashion. 

So yes, this is really a serious problem. The 
kids have to stand up and show they have 
and use their brains otherwise the pre-judices 
will get granted (they already do) and so will 
be taken as reality, On the other hand some 
kids are just spoiled. To give an example: 
someone wearing cool NY hardcore shirts 
even whined in front of us that she "only" got 
30$ of her parents every week. Boohoooh! 
Statistics revealed an Belgian teenager gets 
an average of 50$ every month, this is 
unbelievable, But this doesn't mean that 
every kid is into spending time and money on 
dlothes. It's also like the vicious circle with the 
typical stereotyped profile of a migrant here 
in Belgium. A pamphlet of some fascist party 
says most migrants are stinking thiefs and 
are into criminality in general and when you 
see one walking down on the street with 
luxurious clothes behaving rude you get this 
sign, this warning lightens up in your head, 
and so this lie gets generalized and taken as 
the truth. "All migrants are stinking crimi- 
nals", BAM! Humans are a product, point. No 
more room for discussions, let’s kick back! 
They -media, most cops, most politicians, 
most teachers, most parents,...- want us to 
be blind dumb consumers who shouldn't care 
that the industry behind it makes tons of 
profits on the back of nature and people who 
get a hunger salary just enough to get 
themselves and relatives some food or get 
simply chased away. They don’t want con- 
sumers to care about the high price they 


have to pay for a product they eventually made their selves! This is called 
capitalism, you can’t expect this system to be human when it places money in 
the big spot-light instead of the human, the nature and the animals. I agree, we 
are dependent on some essential things in life which are only provided by the 
very same system we hate but that doesn't mean we can CREATE and live by do 
it yourself alternatives which are almost for free, cruelty free and are healthy. 
But OK, not everybody -including myself- has the time to do something like 
growing your own vegetables for example and so on (at least not at the place 
I’m living now). But at least try to consume only the pure necessary things and 
so less as possible stuff you consider as rather useless or superfluous. Expen- 
sive tools and clothes are easy to get second-hand and with a lot of luck even 
for free. Of course it's naive to think that capitalist economies can be over- 
thrown and replaced by another system just by telling people they should put 
their money and efforts in other things instead of our present economy and to 
give money to it for purely essential things. Only a few people act like this while 
millions don't even care, so there has to be done a lot yet (to say it even 
properly). A simple boycott by a bunch of people won't change the world, an 
over-all change of people’s mentality will. This doesn’t mean I don’t see any 
advantage in a boycott mentality, in contrary. Perhaps radical actions might also 
light a fire. And the most important, passion & sincerity inspire people the most 
I think. Most people only realize capitalism is a cruel system when they become 
victims of it themselves. Protest resulting from misery is again a form of selfish- 
ness, but at least that’s better than being passive when some government's 
army tries to take your land, destroy you & your family. There is a high chance 
that in many concrete examples a minority will be overwhelmed by the majority 
which will be into populism linked with fascism 8/or religious fundamentalism. 
It’s easier to blame the neighbor than the people in the slums you've never 
seen: the angry white males with their 500$ suits who're in control, the people 
who're defending the maintenance of this very same system. Working class is 
about resistance, criticism & even revolutionary, well, dream on... These com- 
ments are made by people living with their head in the air, people who want to 
believe it's like that or intellectuals sitting on their butt all day who hardly know 
how the “working class” is in reality. Many people are blatant racist & ignorant. 
What I’m trying to say is that there is a revolutionary potention in the working 
class because they're the spill‘of the capitalism it’s motor. But this way of 
thinking, of solving the roots of the problem (which is capitalism), are com- 
pletely ignored by many people. If this reasoning gets a 360° degree. If the 
switch gets turned “ON” instead of “OFF”, a revolution will 


happen immediately - completely, But will this moment 
endure until the rainforest will be completeley burned, when 
the air will be unbreathable because of car & industrial 
pollution, when ethnic conflicts will cause millions of death, 
when the world’s population will exist of 99% poor people 
and 1% rich men, when other big diseases will break loss 
because of the meat industry & chemical wars? Or will some- 
thing happen earlier, as a true miracle, But how & when? ... 
As usual some words about the previous issue; most negative 
comments told me it was too serious, negative and (again) I 
would have nagged again to much about commercial 
"hc/punk" labels. Many also thought about this when they 
read the article about the so-called "natural order" (which was 
about the back-to-nature hardline movement). I agree that 
there are more important things to boycott than f.e. commer- 
cial “punk” labels and so further; but 1) That doesn't mean 
we should ignore less important things we also don't agree 
with, 2) We aren't at the end all family or crap like that and 
aren‘t into this struggle all together (which struggle? Your 
struggle to sell a lot of CD’s of your cool band perhaps?! 
Haha!) and 3) The use of this articles against commercial rip- 
off labels is that it will make some people aware and which 
will get involved in other things like important social/ecological 
or political situations while previous some "Let them free! 
Meat is murder!" and "Start caring now, go straight!" slogans 
patched on some baggy pants were the absolute limits to be 
provide your militant words with (and some bands even dared 
to write "ALF" on their thankslist, so way to extreme active if 
you ask me ©). "Aren't their more important things to focus 
your energy on instead of all this bragging about commercial 


labels?", mostly told by people who just want 
to limit their contribution to a better world by 
wearing some "Go Vegetarian" or "Drugs 
suck" shirt, hey, look who's talking now... It's 
just like when some fanatic meat-eater who 
hates the animal-rights ideology says you all 
this empty arguments, not because he knows: 
he's right, not because he likes to discuss 
(and who considers "arguments" such as 
"meat is tasty and vegetarian food is un- 
healthy" and "plants are also living beings so 
you shoudin’t be eating them too" as some- 
thing discussionable anyway), but because 
s/he wants to stay lazy, wants to protect 
him/herself in his or her comfortable position 
and is just scared to try new things out. It's 
pure egoism, point. Is every band on a big 
commercial label now uncaring and not 
active? I can't generalize, there may be some 
exceptions, but when you listen to the bands 
with even the most extreme revolutionary 
lyrics, for example Earth Crisis who said they 
aren't active on what's so ever level concern- 
ing animal liberation, you know how believ- 
able this kind of people are. ... Some told me 
I'm too negative in my writings and that's 
true, I think the hardcore punk- 
scene is over-all really one of the 
most greatest places to be a part 
of (and although sometimes 
something like a "scene" can be so 
abstract!) but by talking about bad 
things happening some people can 
become aware of this so... About 
the negative writings which deal 
not about the “scene”, I've 
explained this already somewhere 
else in this zine. Nevertheless, you 
can’t find any other places where 
you can... where you... damn, I 
can’t put this in the right words, 
Damn this English vocabulary. Let 
me try to explain this with an 
example; when you're hearing a 
power violence band after listening 
to a more gothic band you realize 
how this isn’t really a scene 
anymore, the real “scene” doesn’t 
have anymore barriers music/life- 
style-wise or whatever thing which 
could be the reason to form a wall 
around you, to be in a sub-scene, 
Why not realize their isn’t a 
“scene” anymore? Why not hope 
(and realize?) there is a scene 
going on in the REAL world, the 
world we despise and love so 
Much at the same time? This isn’t 
some sub-, but a counter-culture. 
Rock, metal, grind, punk, elec- 
tricstuffwhatevernoise, this 
“scene” isn’t bounded with a 
pacticular music/dressing style 
anymore, which makes it so 
exiting and attractive for people 
who don’t want to go every week- 
end to some disco getting drunk 
and telling jokes about migrants. 


People who really care shouldn't live this kind of life-styles (please don’t get me 

wrong, I don’t want to sound as some boring straightedge disco-hater, nothing, 

wrong with discos but I just hope you got my point.); a life which may be great 

and superficially exciting, but to me it’s living a lie and (trying to) ignore proly 

lems going on in your surroundings. Living a beautiful lie or a horrible truth, you 
decide. Probably you've already decided... If you haven't yet, do it now, De 
something besides consuming... We have to show we really care, and that some 
people who pretend to care have to be attended on their silly pretentious 
attitude (f.e,: 99% of the bands on labels such as Victory, Lost and Found ane 
Goodlife: “We'll make the fucking difference, we and our youthcrew. Kill ary 
addict. Till da fucking end you mothafucka blahblah”). Caring is really meaning 
what you say and acting this way. This all are my opinions, not yours, # 
whether we agree or not isn’t the most important. Communication, sense for 
sincerity, respect and fun is. 

2000: An empty number (3 zero’s) representing an empty hype presented by 
empty people, No really, it kinda sucks because even people who hate all thiy 
blagging about the new millenium are reacting like “fuck the millenium" (} 

caught myself saying this several times on new years eve) and with saying this 
we contribute to the hype, So no more words about the new year, OK? ... (if 
course, just like every new year I think about the future just like everyone elle 
does probably. You think about plans, friends,... I’ll spare you my thoughts, bul 

finally I realized that being negative & whining all the time won't help you 
anywhere, But can you tell me how you can stay positive between all this choy 
of senseless violence & filth? Don’t you sometimes think that positiveness aw) 
be naive? Well, my conclusion is, let's get naive, let’s get ideals of utopia 
societies, at least you can change something than. Because ideals are a huge 
motivation for people. Perhaps this “naive” ideal of 

us will get real someday (if not tomorrow, maybe lf 
a hundred years), But ideals can make people blity!, 

and that’s not a good way of handling with ideals. | 
try to think realistic and idealistic at the same tiie 

An idealist will have clear goals (read: utopli 
dreams) before his/her eyes, will be very motivatie! 
& radical but will burn out after a while due §) 
countless litle dissapointements (to less result for # 
the efforts), a realist on the other hand will te 
active on a larger scale, will sound more believaliy 
but will often be less radical in thoughts am! 
methods of actions, so it’s my ideal to mix tl» 
positive things of both. Of course it’s realist 
believe in a complete other society! .... Okay, there 
is nothing more to say. It would be cool to gi 
some honest responses back. I feel like this isn’t ft 
right outlet anymore. That's why I wrote almiy 
nothing in a few months, That's why this is probe: 

bly the last issue of this zine (I keep on doing othe 
another paperthing, & will write sometimes fw 
other papers). It’s frustrating, because I don't hay 
a good outlet otherwise, except for shouting uf 
loud when I don’t agree with something, but that) 
something I hardly do, just because I’m too sty 

But I have to stand up for my ideals and my penta 
in general because otherwise I don’t compel 
anything (who said you can’t be you're own shrink? 
©). That's setting yourself free, And tell me whit 
the use of living when you don’t succeed in arly 
thing you would like to happen? Not exactly every 
thing, because that’s impossible, but I’m talkity 
about anything possible. Some people fuchiy 
frustrate (sorry for using the though word but | 
couldn't help) me with their crap, I ask myself lie 
it's possible they like to be ignorant and offensiy 
towards everybody in their surroundings. Do they 
know they’re like that and do they just pretend thy 
don’t know, or are they really so fucked up? | 
believe every human has feelings, nazis and olf 
scum included, but some can hide it really far away 
in their inner-self. But nevertheless, feelings or it 


if you're cruel to other beings you pretend to 
have none, so you deserve no respect until 
you change, . I just realized I'm a 
stranger. In the literally meaning of the word, 
I mean. Many people seem to be scared of 
me in some way, how could I otherwise 
explain the od looks when I tell something 
“unusual”. Or when someone doesn’t “dare” 
to pass by at my home just to say hi. Never- 
theless, I must say that it could be my own 
fault to that I have so few friends. I've been 
quite down for the past time, with some 
Positive moments in it, but those lasted 
rather for a few days before the dark clouds 
of another disaster in my life occured, And 
than I’m very difficult to communicate with - 
although I want to because I like talking a 
lot-, and most people know me when I’m like 
that, a rather pessimist kid & with “a down 
look” (however that might look). I can’t help 
it, because some people seem to distance 
themselves from me than and than its like a 
vicious circle - you tend to feel worse be- 
cause they make you feel alienated, & than 
the socializing gets even worse, etc. etc. I 
can’t be hypocrite, I can’t walk around like 
Mr. Smile-O, I can’t hide how I feel with my 
behavior (with my words I can). I always 
want to help anyone -even people I don’t 
like-, T want to be nice, but in some way the 
result of it ends sometimes that I’m an alien 
or something for some people. I never really 
know what makes me feel so down, I guess 
it's a combination of all kinds of stuff: the 
bad situation the world is in, lots of hypocrisy 
going on in my environment, random daily 
problems, so less people around me who I 
care about, losing friends, stupid parent 
stuff,... Enough about it, I feel not that well 
with declaring myself as a “downer” to 
people I don’t know. I will make the best out 
of it nevertheless,... Playing in a posicore 
band would be a good therapy for me, 
yeah... ... I can’t relate with everything I 
wrote for this issue, after all some parts are 
written three years ago. It’s all fragments of 
my confused mind, temporary and everlast- 
ing opinions and point of views. People who 
know me should have noticed my confusion 

and speaking in doubts & questions a lot. It’s 

plain stupid to say I’m doing this just to “be 
difficult”. I just don’t want to have a stand- 

point on many subjects, neither do I want to 

obey to any ideology. [The moment I'm 

reading this now I feel the urge to delete it 

all, I can’t & don't want to relate anymore 

with how I felt two years ago, or even a few 

months ago, There are some posi vibes going 
on! Yeah. And my interests are still politics, 

but I'm not thinking of “educating” myself 
into difficult theories & reading lots of 

booklets written by big heads.] 

On new year’s eve of 2001 we walked 
through a big city & it was remarkable so 
many people uttered their frustration, were 
sad, fought or nagged. Let’s make it a “happy 
new day” for the future instead of “happy 
new year”. One of my promises for the 


Nnewyear: cherishing the beautiful moments because they could fade away any 
moment. A cliche one but it’s the truth. A friend made me also realize that new 
year is an excellent opportunity to look back on the past year & think about how 
you felt about it, 


1... So I called my zine “WhoUR”, it has a pretty important meaning to me but it 
Offered me a lot of questions. To much, actually. The more I think about my person, 
my. character the more confused I get, the more unanswered questions I got offered. 
I guess there are just things you just shouldn't start question, and especially not on a 
rather short term and at a young age. I should let things come & go and see what 
experiences/discussions/talks/thoughts will tell me, while I still have the time for it. 
TI This issue is dedicated to every right-wing fucker calling himself HC or punk & 
every PLW*, Please if you read his, get in touch with me so that I can send one of 
my hired death homy squads to your home. *the PLW stands for the Pseudo Left 
Winger; he thinks homosexuality is about “rebellion” instead of love, he denies there 
are integration problems with some migrants and that racism exists also within black 
communities or any other human “groups “. Radical left can be fashionable indeed, 
just as neo-nazism is. 

III Another Satanic disclaimer: this isn’t made to piss you off. (or maybe It is? Mooh 
woohhahaha!) It’s made to show you my dark side (haha!). Or whatever... It doesn’t 
reflect my personality, but it tries to. Hey, have you ever tried to Present yourself on 
some stupid white sheet of paper?! ... Don’t think I'm very hateful, can’t smile & am 
sad all the time because then you don’t know me & should shut up. I ain’t some 
militant (reference to the practicle tips; It’s fun information and might perhaps be 
useful for the chemicnerds out there ©. Just kidding.) I don’t think you should take 
every content in this zine for granted (it’s not because it isn’t typical propaganda it 
doesn’t contains any political opinions — everything has a political value), make up 
your own mind. And it’s not because I print an article about the Anarchist Black Cross 
and an interview with the Animal Liberation Front that I agree with evrything that’s 
been said in it, and I hope the serious contents won't come over ridiculous while the 
supposed “funny” (yep I’ve put it between “ ” because I’m considering any of you will 
be smiling while reading this zine, haha!) stuff will get considered as serious. 

TV The reviews (zines, books & music) I left out & gave them to other zines. 


" So next time take of yourself and each other | " (or erry Spenget) 
(fuck yeah!) 


Lies & egoism!!! That's a cliche one indeed. 

Ramis singer of this hard-assed H-8000 metal band with a real wussvoice using so much distor- 
on on his vocals it turns into grunts and screams only a non-existing monster could produce, 

ound, the visual aspect shouldn't be forgotten, 

just standing there wondering while periodically 

‘king out rather violent in the pit & a whole 


While hearing this interesting and funny s 
Imagine a guy looking really bored on stage, 
screaming by just opening his mouth & two guys roc’ 


crowd just looking at this spectacle. 
Forkboys or in general: people giving up everything & pretend nothing happened. It's OK if you want 
to change your life-style & take another turn but I can't understand when some of those people break off 


He contact. AmI suddenly a disease or what?! 


iCpunk zines printing big sized ads of stupid local gigs. 

Going to restaurants here in Belgium. It makes me feel like a fat assed bourgeois. 

RaFentasying and endless discussions about what's going to happen when you stop living. There's 
nly one answer and that's your death! 

=| Ads of rather boring HC records stating "blistering desperate crying metal emo mayhem" 

Kids asking me for change money, giving me to less back & than running away. 

Singers of supposed "emo" bands lying down on the ground from the moment the band starts 

aying. I really don't get this pose. 

Taking a bite of ameat burger thinking it's a veggy burger. 

Spending my money on unnecessary Stuff, winaress consumeriam ia co-operating & conforming with the very s 

Stupid telltales telling the cops ‘everything’ about their "friends" & me. What's the use of this 

‘same kids singing in their bands about animal rights & friendship when they're trying to tear down 

everything with their cowardly gossiping. You're a selfish fuck or someone who cares (hmm they're are 

people in between too, I know), but not ‘both. Those kids gave me another reason to hate my own town's 
entality & a general big letdown to know that those kids call themselves "hardcore". 

a Waking up in the early morning with this very loud & scary dark ambient music played beneath 

Thad already images in my head of a madman chasing people in the 


ayatom youhate, 


me by some "after party" head. 


lace witha big knife. 
Fascists on my school showing of with stupid WP celtic crosses and stickers of the youth section of 


Ane Belgian fascist party the Flemish Blok & a stupid "HC vegan SxE" warrior getting into that stuff to, 
People of supposed emo he punkbands saying in interviews "TI don't care about oneothers probe 
‘lems. I've got my own to deal with.” (Although they were drunk, it's no excuse. )o 
|] Good music with stupid people behind it. Than the music isn't suddenly not appeal- 
ing anymore if you understand. 
*I really don't want to be rude but your hair looks like a shit of a cow.* 
People making a bad place like high schools or prisons even worse by adapting like 
“hameleons into the shitty environment & become a part of the egoist insufferable 
atmosphere. 
cellular phones on the streets; that sucks as hell. Young kids are so busy with looking to two line 
Messages & sending one two line message ‘back while they give passing people by the feeling that they're 
ot good enough. 
People of young but successful bands proudly saying tome they don't even know what about the lyric# 
fof the songs are. DHC sucks big time (DHC is the local “hardcore crew") 
A People trying to make you feel guilty of stuff you shouldn't feel guilty but proud 


‘about, This one canmakes me feel really angry. 
ee keeping my mouth shut when I want & should say what's on my mind. 


Receiving a fine of any what. Fines are only there to provide stupid people with your 
hard-earned money. Fines are there to keep you in line & try to keep you down. The inven= 
tors of fines must have been worshipers of the devil for sure, or at least believing an UFO will 
save their after-life (or something like that).. Conducts of trains and busses ain't devils 
themselves but all of them collaboraté with at least one devil for sure. (?!!?) 


A PLEA FO 


FROM DEATH R 


Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is 
Zolo Agona Azania #4969. | write this to you from 
Indiana's death row. | am bound in the web of the U.S. 
political legal sanction system. This is the same system 
that is putting two million people in prison and the 
same unjust system does this to people everyday. 

The extinguishment of a human life by lethal injection 
is dressed up as a medical procedure which is actually 
a cold, calculated, ritual murder. The condemned 
prisoner is strapped to the death gurney, The first drug 
is sodium pentothal. A saline solution is then used to 
insure the tube is cleared out so the drugs won't mix 
because sometimes there’s a chemical reaction where 
they can clog. The third one is pancuronium bromide. 
That is the muscle relaxer. The fourth syringe then 
pushes another saline solution through. The fifth sy- 
tinge is potassium chloride. That is the toxic drug that 
stops the heart. 

Following the completion of the injection process, and 
a five (5) minute waiting period, the blinds to the 
witness area will be closed and the Physician advised. If 
the prisoner's heart has not stopped, the lights shall be 
dimmed, blinds opened, and the Superintendent or 
designee shall order the injection procedure to be 
repeated. After this procedure is completed, the blinds 
will once again be closed, and the Physician shall then 
report his or her findings to the Superintendent or 
designee. 

My dilemma began on August 11, 1981 when | was 
captured by occupation army police near the neigbor- 
hood where | lived, handcuffed, pistol whipped, and 
arrested without warrant or explanation. The next day 
the State prosecutor filed death penalty counts for 
armed bank expropriation and murder of a White 
soldier-cop in the city of Gary, Indiana. 

On May 25, 1982 | was sentenced to the penalty of 
death. My direct appeal was rejected in October 1984. 
The Supreme Court of Indiana subsequently overturned 
the death sentence in May 1993, but they Allowed the 
prosecution to put it on me again in March 1996. | am 
still appealing the State government's ruling. 

The lawyer who represented me at the first jury trial 
never investigated my case and he wouldn't sit next to 
me in the court room, The lawyer who represented me 
on direct appeal turned and repudiated my appeal 
claims of error, He was not the same one who repre- 
sented me at the trial. Another set of court appointed 
lawyers filed a petition for post-conviction relief into the 
trial court, but they omitted the essential claims of error 
in violation of my human rights that would overturn or 
reverse the conviction. Then another set of lawyer were 
appointed by the sentencing judge to defend me at the 
second trial and they sold me out like a chattel slave on 
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the auction block. 

There was no pretrial identification and a paraffin 
gunshot residue test showed | had not fired a gun. The 
judge had me shackled during the trial in the presence 
of the all-White jury the first time, and again in the 
presence of the 11 Whites (Amerikkkans) and 1 Mexican 
ivry at the second trial. The court bailiff spoke to the 
jurors in the deliberation room on the orders of the 
judge and said they should be ready to be asked indi- 
vidually to state that their verdict is death. 

| was fortunate to find out about this ex parte communi- 
cation and the foreman of the jury gave a sworn affida- 
vit confirming it. The jurors were 
allowed to consume alcohol 
during the retrial. New Afrikan 
(Black) people were systemati- 
cally excluded from selection as 
jurors. The jury trial was rigged! 
The prosecutor, among others, 
blamed the problem on a com- 
puter glitch, but racial discrimi- 
nation is an integral part of the 
political process and it is very 
unlikely that this is a coinci- 
dence. The prosecutorial ma- 
chinery knowingly used false 
testimony and they covered up 
material evidence that did not 
favor their charges against me. 
The electric chair is no longer 
used in Indiana. It was replaced 
by lethal drug injection in 1995. . 

International human rights standards are not recognized 
in the state of Indiana (and elsewhere in these United 
States) because | raised the fundamental issue in my 
direct appeal and it was rejected by the State Supreme 
Court. The use of the death penalty to repress liberation 
movements is State sanction terrorism. Revolutionaries 
are criminalized as enemies, a threat to the opulent 
security of the ruling elite, and must be treated accord- 
ingly. U.S. capital punishment is an instrument of class 
warfare, organized and designed to permit an elite, 
local and multinational, to operate without any con- 
straint from democratic human rights processes. My case. 
is an example. See web site at 
http://members.xoom.com/ccadp/zoloazania.htm 

! was politically active on the grassroots level prior to my 
incarceration in 1981, and | continue to remain active in 
the area of human rights in spite of my predicament. In 
the appeals of my conviction and sentence, | petitioned 
the courts to recognize my international protected status 
as an anti-colonial combatant, citing resolutions of the 
United Nations’ General Assembly and the Geneva 
Convention. There isn’t much that | can do except use 
the written word and visual art as weapons of war, not 
merely to call attention to myself, but to educate and 
raise the political awareness of my people and the world 
to Our struggle for self-determination and independ- 
ence from the imperialist hegemony of the U.S. 

The death penalty system is fatally flawed. Status quo 
politicians play on people's fears to make money, get 
votes and advance their careers. The use of the death 
penalty to murder a freedom fighter violates every basis 
Principle afforded anti-colonial combatants under 


Until all are free 


we are all imprisoned. 


international human rights law. Anti-death penalty 
issues are in the news media almost daily because tho 
thinking public is calling and writing to their local and 
national media demanding real coverage of issues. 

The guilt or innocence of an accused is not figured into 
the equation of a higher meaning of equal justice be- 
cause it is considered less important to capital punish- 
ment proponents. The U.S. criminal sanction system is 
anchored over procedural issues rather than guilt or 
innocence, The law court judges hold that mere factual 
innocence is no reason not to carry out a death sentence 
properly reached, All that the law in the U.S. require is 
that the accused receive o 
fair trial, not a perfect one. 
Most human beings want to 
give a helping hand to those 
in need, but are often physi- 
cally and financially unable 
or unsure exactly what to do. 
Others simply look the other 
way. The grave plight which 
has befallen me could also 
happen to you or to some- 
one dear to you. The law is 
for everybody, including you, 
On June 6, 20000 the Indi- 
ana Supreme Court denied 
my appeal again and | need 
your help. Their denial is part 
of the cover up. For more 
information contact: 


Zolo s Freedom Campaign P.P.W.C. ABC Zine Distro 
C/o People s Law Office P.O. Box 721 


1180 North Milwaukee Avenue Homewood, Illinois 60430, US 


Chicago, Illinois 60622 
email: mdeutsch45@aol.com 


e-mail: anthonyrayson@hotmall.cc 


http://alerts4row.homestead.com/ZoloAgonaAzanla2.html 
http://home4.inet.tele.dk, /lepan/lene/indiana/index.html 


(you can also write to me for 


Zolo Agona Zania #4969 
more Info about Zolo’s case, 


Indiana State Prison 


PO BOX 41 He sent me lots of info & it 
Michigan City IN 46361-0041 would be my pleasure to 
USA xerox It for you.) 


! [In the meanwhile the Indiana Supreme Court tried to signed 
Zolo’s death for the 25th October. Fortunately he got a stay 
some days after the date got known. Zolo: “On 12/10/2K the 
Indiana Supreme Court granted me a stay of execution and they 
remanded part of my appeal issues to the trial court for an 
evidentiary hearing conceming perjury of the state prosecution 
witnesses. The jury was rigged, and evidence was falsified against 
me, among other illegal things, in violation of my human rights, 
The court didn’t rule on all my alleged legal claims, but at least 
they didn’t deny anything at this juncture. So I will be going back 
to the Allen County Court, Fort Wayne, Indiana, soon. I am 
hopeful for eventual success. Over a thousand people have written 
letters and signed petitions and sent them to the court and to the 
governor of Indiana on my behalf. But as my dedicated attorney 
said, it is necessary for people to keep advocating for me. The 
judges on the Indiana Supreme Court should be made aware that 
concerned people are still watching,”] 


TERVIEW 
WITH AN 


I’ve always liked the Active Minds, 
actually they were one of the very first 
diy bands I got to know. It was not 
their grindy and sometimes melodic music 
but their lyrics and their dedication 
for doing things yourself which has 
inspired me a lot & motivated me to get 
more interests into human, earth and 
animal issues. I was planning for a long 
time to do an interview with them, but 
because of a lack of time of both sides 
it always got cancelled. But finally it 
worked out so here it is. It is done 
with Seth, the long haired one with the 
air of glasses who produces that fast 
beating sound. He's also doing Loony 
Tunes ‘distribution/label and is since 
°99 doing drums for Ebola too. This is 
the result of our mail conversation. 


Did you know a really big commercial zine 
called "Aardschok" gave also a review of 
your split LP?! They said something like 
"great varied poppy but agressive music” 
about Petrograd and "simple raw music 
which mostly leftists will like" about AM. 
They gave it a 69%, which is a pretty high 
percent they gave for you, because mostly 
they listen and write about ultra- 
commercial bands like "Cradle of Filth" and 
"Machine Head". I was surprised they 
mentioned two lines about the Dave 
Calendar Justice campaign. Do you think it's 
OK to get your thing into this big zine and 
maybe 5 "new" kids will contact K-Baal to 
get information or does it sucks because 
you came into a zine which have all this 
idol-status-dicks around in the 
interviews/reviews ? 


No, I didn’t know this before, but I think it’s 

great. We have always sent our releases for 
reviews to the big commercial-indie/metal 
mags/paper in the UK, but for the last 5 years or 
10 they mainly didn’t even bother to review 
them, so I’m glad to hear that “Aardschok” did 
even review it while we didn’t send them 
anything. I think we as a movement are 
underground ghettoired enough as it is and we 
need to get out there and try to communicate to 
new people, otherwise what is the point of our 
message? That's why we also always tried, tho 
again in the last few years mainly failed to get 
our records into shops as well. There needs to be 
a point of access where anyone is able to get 
your stuff and become involved in this scene. I 
don’t want it to be some sort of undercover 
secret society where you have to actually know 
someone who is already involved before you get 
access to the records, zines and gigs. It’s already 
got far too much of that in it, like a lot of gigs 
we've done on the last tour there hasn’t even 
been any posters up anywhere in shops or on 
walls, so only people that already know the 
organizers or went to the squats/venues regulary 
would know about the gig, that’s too much of a 
clique for me. 
I wouldn’t call bands like Cradle of Filth and 
Machine Head “ultra~commercial”, I think you’ve 
got to see that things have a related music 
sound. People that like that sort of stuff are more 
likely to be fairly open minded towards some fast 
aggressive sounding music, so their is a chance 
that they'll move onto HC, more as than a Spice 
Girls fan or something. While the bands 
themselves may be dumb you shouldn’t dismiss 
the “fans” who probably have the same reason 
for liking it as most people new to punk, HC, 
noisy, fast, powerful stuff that annoys their 
Parents and they think is in some way saying 
“fuck you’ to society. 

But where do you draw the line? I mean, 
how far can a co-operation go between a HC 
band and a commercial moneyhungry 
label/distribution/zine/ promoter? “We 
want to get our point of view to a wider 
audience” is often told by commercial bands 
as Earth Crisis and Madball who defend in 
this way their reaons of going commercial. 
And what has gone wrong with Rage 
against the Machine? Didn’t they also have 
(and still have) revolutionary lyrics against 
oppression, capitalism, etc.? Most shirts of 
them has Che Ghuevera on them + some 
slogan, while some of those kids don’t even 
know the person’s name whose picture is on 
their shirts. Can you be radical and spread 
your critical messages when you‘re on a 
label like Roadrunner and do you know any 
example? Has a band like Carcass done 


something positive or do you think the 
“fans” don’t care that much about their 
message? 

Well, I'm more interested in working with “fans” 

(whatever) of these bands rather than 
commercial bands themselves (allthough that 
may be possible in certain cases if they’re willing 
to co-operate, e.g. benefits). How much you can 
co-operate between a commercial distribution, 
zine, etc. is for me anyway, a delicate balance 
‘cause I never thought that ‘punk’ should be 
ghettorized, no movement for change can get 
anywherre from wanting to stay ghettorized. I’d 
prefer there to be a point of access to the un- 
initiated to this ‘scene’, e.g records in shops + 
stuff reviewed in commercial zines, but those 
that already know about It are already involved in 
the HC scene should bee 4g 
using the DIY mailorder + 
zines. I wouldn’t agree with 
bands going on a commercial 
label or through a commercial 
promotor , but we've got to 
be able to offer an alternative 
that is as good, which means 
DIY promotes should 
advertise gigs, make sure 
flyers are put in shops or 
walls etc. Otherwise bands 
see the DIY scene as being, 
shit-poorly supported with no 
effort gone into it and then 
they will go to aa _ big 
label/promotor etc soon as it’s 
offered to them. 
I don’t know a lot about Madball (they have a 
message? (not reall)) or Earth Crisis, but I don’t 
think they were/are against capitalism, so I 
guess they’d be pretty happy with the money 
they might get + the message to a wider 
audience could be incidental, but anyway as long 
as they’re only message Is say vegetarism and 
not drinking/smoking/drugs, then for them 
they’re not being hypocrital and could change 
some people's ideas on these limited issues, just 
like the Smiths did with “meat is murder”, which 
is positive, but in no way makes these people 
generally more open to radical/revolutionary 
ideas. Even bands like U2 and Simple Minds have 
raised money and awareness (a good thing of 
course) for stuff like Amnesty International, but 
that doesn’t mean that I’d say what they‘re 
generally doing as a band is relevant, just that 
they are in this instance better than other 
commercial rock/pop bands. 

I wouldn’t say fans of Rage Against the 
Machine are so unaware, just like some people 
may wear a DIY hardcore band shirt that has a 
circled A or something on it, but when I see them 
doing nothing and in a drunken stupo I don’t 
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think these people got the message on their t 
shirt either! In Britain I think you’re more likely 
to see a kid with a RATM shirt going to a demo 
against something than all the apathetic punks, 
at least that’s my experience when I’ve been In 
demos in cities that have a punk scene + seen 
none of the punks on it. We all have to make 
improvements if we're gonna achieve anything. | 
don’t believe that a revolutionary/anti capitalist 
message can be spread on a commercial label 
tho because the contradiction is so blatant that 
people won't take that seriously. If your records 
are marketed the same way, sold the same 
(expensive) price, gigs are in the same 
commercial venues, etc then you are a part of the 
‘machine’ and you are up holding it and making 
money for it, That is no threat. 
I’m totally unaware that 
Carcass had a message 
other than some macho 
core nonesome of (They 
should had/have(?) some 
critical lyrics and used to 
promote a vegan 
lifestyle), I can look at 
moore gross __ pictures 
than you, but I’m not 
familiar with their later 
stuff so I couldn't say if 
they said anything 
positive or if fans then 
Yi took note of that. I would 
y. be surprised having seen 
the mask their earlier stuff. 

ae ns Do you think musi¢ 
being a part of this “machine” is comparable 
with being parliamentary (I ask you this 
because of Bobs involvement with the 
Green Party)? In which ways do you think it 
is and in which ways not? For that matter Is 
Active Minds an anarchist band, or do you 
guys have other political believe? It’s kinda 
strange, because you -as a radical political 
band- never wrote any lyrics (to my 
knowledge at least) yet about the sort off 
society you would like to re-place the 
present system with. 

Well, I guess this question would be better 
answered by Bob, as I can only interpret what he 
does, but may not have the right reasons for it. 
As far as I know Bobs has never had any illusions 
about getting elected and doesn’t believe that the 
ideas should change in order to get some extra 
votes, so he’s not in the Green Party as such If) 
order to get someone in parliament. It is a way 
to get his ideas to different people (ie. Not just 
those into HC). And it’s an easy way to get into 
the local press + he gets taken more seriously, 
like they may phone him up and ask for ar 
opinion on a current issue. Also the Green Party 
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is very democratic + so you can get involved 
with shaping its politics as Bobs is doing, and in 
Britain it is a pretty radical group of people and 
supports a lot of grassroot campaigns/is 
supportive towards direct action, etc. I don’t 
have a problem with any of that, but it’s not 
personally what I want to spend my time on 
which is why I’m not in the Green Party. Those 
that want to change their ideals in order to have 
a better chance of being elected, then I think that 
is when you're totally become a part of all the 
parliamentary “machine”. 

We are what we are as a band, we say what we 
believe in and people can either agree or 
disagree with us (hopefully we can change some 
or at least get them to think about it). If people 
want to labels us an anarchist band that’s up to 
their judgement, but we’ve never called 
ourselves that & never hid that 
Bobs is in the Green Party. I 
guessed he’d lean more towards 
being green politically, whereas I 
tend to think anarchists I usually 
have the best analysis of the 
world, so I lean more that way, 
but I think the 2 cross over 
somewhere, 

We've never said strictly what 
we’d want to replace the system 
with, because when you get to 
that level of change you don’t 
know what can happen + there 
must be freedom for people to 
chose, so for some it may involve 
abolishing money, living in 
communes, maybe in the 
countryside, others may want to 
stay urban + maybe keep aspects 
of current society. We've said 
what we want to get rid of 
prejudice, military, sexism, 
homophobic parents, inequality, 
vivisection, meat industry, hunting, 3ld World 
exploitation, etc. once these are gone other 
things would fall into place, like respect, 
freedom, equality, co-operation not 
competitions, open minds + less conformity, etc. 
But basicly you can’t impose an utopian society, 
because obviously that couldn’t be an utopia, so 
there’d have to be flexibility so different areas 
would try different ways of living as long as it 
wasn’t destroying the world or restricting other 
freedoms. 

Now you've been active for a really long 
time (around 15 years I guess?). How do 
you feel when most of your old lyrics can 
still be interpreted as recent because of the 
nowadays situation? Where there moments 
you just wanted to quit “the movement” (or 
however you want to call it)? If so, tell me 


change our own destinies, and, by 
working co-operatively, we also have 
the strength to change society as a 
whole. The world is run on greed and 
injustice, but we don’t have to be part 
of it, It’s your life — take it back. 


what reason, idea, person, feeling,... made 
you stay active. Why are there so less 30+ 
people active in the DIY community do you 
think? How do you react when a relative 
decides to quit or grows out of the 
movement? What do you think of them 
getting called “drop-outs”, etc.? Doesn't this 
feels like the movement is a tight clique of 
people not free to chose whatever they 
want to do with their lives (maybe a 
reference to the fascist skinhead movement 
would be suitable where leavers of the neo- 
nazi scene are called “race-traitors” and get 
often threats of their ex-friends) ? Does the 
DIY movement strives for personal 
liberation like many say so, or do you think 
some people of this movement are 
restricting your freedom (making you feel 
you’re obliged to do 
that and that, forcing 
pre-formed opinions 
on you, obliged to 
stay active,...) . 

Most of our lyrics are 
about on-going 
problems, inequality, 
religion, animal rights, 
sexism, racism, 
homophobia, etc. so 
the subjects don’t date, 
unfortunately. It would 
have been nice to have 
these issues solved! 
Sometimes we may do 
lyrics that are a 
reaction against 
something current, new 
| laws being introduced, 
new war starts, East 
| 


Europe changing, etc. 
and maybe these date 
& may become 
irrelevant to new people years later, tough you 
can often just change the names - from Thatcher 
and Reagan to Blair and Clinton, f.e.. The thing is 
still relevant because nowadays all 
governments/parties (certainly in the West) have 
the same agenda, i.e. that of global 
industry/business expansion, so it becomes 
irrelevant who the current figurehead thats the 
prime minister is. I think you can see a change in 
the way our stuff is written now, probably less 
confrontational in your face, which I personally 
think just reflects our age. After a while you get 
tired of shouting out people and so start talking 
to them, tough in actual fact I don’t think that 
one way is more likely to change a person than 
the other, tough I think Bobs probably thinks it 
does, so doesn’t want to word things like a direct 
attack on people. 


Actually there were never any moments when I 
wanted to quit the movement because I always 
love the music (if not the new ways it goes the 
T'll still love the old stuff) and truly believe in the 
politics, so why would I ever quit, I’m not 
necessarily doing this for results, it’s just what I 
believe in. I think some people expect things to 
change within a couple of years and when they 
don’t they get so disheartened that they say 
“what's the point” and give up. I never expected 
it to happen so fast and even if it ever happens, 
the point is this is who I am, that’s why I do it. 
However you can’t stay active all the time and 
sometimes you may take a break for a while and 
not do much, even tough your ideas haven’t 
change, you maybe just feel a need to get on 
with other aspects of your life. New people, 
maybe a book or a new law comes up that 
inspires you to get involved again trying to 
change stuff, going to demos, etc. 

If someone quits I don’t feel to much about it, 
it’s their choice. If they also ees 
change their ideas radically 
then I think that probably 
they were never really into 
the ideas before and so it 
would be inevitable that they 
would leave. 

I think not many people 
stay over 30 (tough there are 
quite a few in the UK, most of 
the active punks have been 
doing this for years), because 
we haven’t set up a & 
sustainable lifestyle. People 
can drink till they puke and 
stay up all night and live ina 
hell hole when they are 20 or 
so, but 10 years down the 
line, most people don’t want 
to live like this or can’t do it because they've 
fucked up their health. If we want people to stay 
involved for years, then we need to organise 
things better so that they will want to do this for 
10, 20 years and not just for a couple of years 
before they settle down, get a job and get 
married. 

I’ve never felt this pressure and restriction of 
choice of opinions, etc. but that could be because 
I live in a small town with no ‘scene’, maybe in 
bigger cities some people feel this way?? I don’t 
think people should quit tough just because some 
idols are pressuring you to be ultra right-on. You 
should find your own level of doing stuff and then 
try to expand it when you can, but not just 
because others pressure you to. 

I wish we had a bigger, better organised, more 
active anarchist movement here, like in Spain, 
because some people will always grow tired of 
punk, maybe their musical tastes change, but we 
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should really be able to keep them involved on 
the political front. Like I know in Spain people 
who are no longer into HC, but remained active 
in the squats, social centres, alternative radio, 
the CNT (anarchist union), etc. Whereas here, 
once the music interest goes, there’s little left to 
keep your ideas up, other than going more 
mainstream to groups like Greenpeace, etc. 

Both of you strongly believe in pacifism. It’s 
obvious that pacifism offers no solution to the 
hardcore neo-nazi organisation in countries such 
as Czech, Poland and Germany where they’re able 
to disrupt punk and political gatherings or to hurt 
foreigners and leftwing people on a regular base, 
Any comments on this? Do you support f.e. the 
EZLN of the Zapatista movement who're opposing 
& defending themselves and the population of 
cities with sympathies for the Zapatista’s with 
weapons against the Mexican government army? 
You said once that you would agree with violence 
used to defend yourself but how can you separate 

eal defending and attacking in 
this situation of the 
Zapatista’s and many others? 
For example; isn’t racism also 
a constant threat just like 
governments, armies, firms 
who're responsible for alr 
pollution and deforestation, 
and capitalism in general? 
Isn't nazi skins who're getting 
beaten up also a form of 
(self)defence because they 
got beaten up first before they 
could damage someone else's 
health? What are the 
consequences of those Anti 
Fascist Action (an 
organisation which uses also 
physical confrontation as & 
method of fighting against fascism & fascists) 
actions; revenge or fear of showing of with nazi 
propaganda and symbols again? Do you believe In 
“change what oppresses you” instead of “destroy 
what oppresses” you in all situations (mentioned 
before; armies, neo-nazis, world trade 
organisations, governments, etc.)? 
Sometimes there may be no solution, more 
pacifism doesn’t offer a solution to neo nazis 
disrupting stuff & attacking people, but in those 
places you mention people also fight back & 
attack the nazis, That doesn’t put a stop to them 
either. Personally I wouldn’t call myself a pacifist 
(Bobs would tho’) & I totally support fighting 
back against those nazis, just I don’t delude 
myself that this will actually ‘solve’ the nazi 
problem. I don’t have a problem with Anti Fascist 
Action, we have done benefits for them. I 
personally don’t want to just attack a navi 
skinhead in the street if he/she isn’t already 


attacking someone else, for me that’s getting a 
little close to enjoying the violence & it could 
escalate the situation and also confuse + lose the 
public support who may just then see it as almost 
rival gangs fighting each other. Also in this 
country at least I don’t think nazi skinheads are 
the major problem for immigrants - they are 
more likely to be harassed/arrested by the police, 
demonised by the press, sought after detained + 
ejected from the country by the state and face 
racist abuse & harassment from ordinary people. 
I don’t see violence against those being 
productive, e.g. an ordinary woman on a bus 
says some racist remark when a_ black/Asian 
person gets on board, are you gonna go over to 
her & hit her?? We've got to change peoples 
behavior + attitudes & that usually takes words & 
actions not fists. Luckily most younger people 
only flirt with nazism for a few years before they 
grow out of it, because maybe they come better 
off + lose their anger, or a black person helps 
them like maybe its a black doctor that delivers 
their baby, or they fall in love & that changes 
them or realise they have gay feelings, etc. Like 
itself will change most people more than a fist in 
the face. Unfortunately while they have this few 
years of being a nazi they can put peoples live 
through utter misery & cause a lot of damage. 

I neither support or don’t support the EZLN, it’s 
too extreme a situation & too far away for me to 
know how they are & to come to some 
conclusion. People have the right to defend 
themselves & fight back against a government, 
but there are a lot of ‘revolutionary’ groups 
around the world trying to do this. Some are 
pretty dodgy, and abuse human_ rights 
themselves (even the ANC, while fighting 
apartheid tortured its own members that it 
suspected of being ‘anarchists’). I’m not saying 
the EZLN is in anyway doing this, just that I am 
too far away for me to make a judgement that I 
would be comfortable with. They are only going 
to broadcast stuff that shows themselves in a 
good light, and seem to be all things to all 
people, ie. Depending on who they talk too they 
seem to be anarchists, communists, or just 
wanting to see read| democracy in Mexico. So I'll 
support the people in Chiapas, e.g. if it’s for 
some specific thing like building/funding 
hospitals, schools, better housing, etc., but 
wouldn’t want to do a benefit that was just for 
the EZLN ‘cos I might not like how this money 
could get spent, I don’t want to have paid for a 
gun that kills someone. 

As for the last part I think if its institutions, like 
the army, W.T.O., governments, etc. we have to 
dismantle or at least by pass them. If its actual 
people eg. racists, neo nazis, hunters, etc. than 
we must change them. 


meee Rage 


Frank is a very nice fellow I'm in touch with for already a while. He's 
very motivated in his struggle against the establishment. He's for 
already 17 years on deathrow, but is still not giving up the fight. “The 
life on death row does try to kill you before the execution, Tijs, the 
need to battle can only make me stronger, know that!” he wrote me. He 
send me a little introduction about himself to print it. You can get his 
zine “Decidedly Radical” via me for free & an in-depth article about 
maximum security cells also written by him.. 


Frank J. Atwood is a 45 yr. old convict on death row 
for a murder he did not commit. His history of radical 
anti-government Involvement (bombings, robberies, 
organizing protests and other actions ,etc.) made him a 
target of law enforcement — it was only a matter of time 
before the pigs set him up for a lifetime prison sentence. 

Frank grew up in Los Angeles in the 1960's, 
participated in underground, counterculture scenes and 
loved to get stoned. After several imprisonments he was 
traveling across the USA to set up a drug traficking 
organization (to raise money for attacks on 
government). It was 1984, the George Orwellion year of 
“Big Brother”, and since then Frank has been imprisoned 
where he continues to fight the system of injustice’s 
frame-up. 

The struggle against government has never ceased, 
Frank has put out a zine (Decidedly Radical) and writes 
articles in which establishments agendas of sadism, 
greed, and corruption are exposed. Frank seeks letters 
from like-minded radicals, fellow stoners, and lovers of 
freedom. Write him at: 

Frank J. Atwood #62887 

Box 3400 — SMU II 

Florence, AZ 85232 

USA. 
(asked Frank about the crime he got charged for. This 
is what he told me. “It’s hard to give a brief explanation 
on the crime and how I didn't do it. Basically, I was 
setting up a drug sales operation so traveling half-way 
across the USA, from California to Texas. On the way, I 
stopped in Arizona to party for the weekend and then 
had to look for something to steal so I could go on to 
Texas. The neighborhood I was in (driving around to 
steal something) Is where a girl disappeared from. So I 
didn’t know her or anything about her. The police 
investigated the disappearance and had no suspects but 
the media was reporting the story heavily; the police 
had to solve the crime. I had long hair, a beard, tattoos 
as people In the neighborhood were paranoid of me, 
some even wrote my car license plate number down. So 
eventually the police checked my lic. plates and when 
coming back with my record, well, that was it! I had 
prior arrests, had done prison time, was known as a 
danger to government (did bombings, etc. in 1960's, & 
1970's). So the police framed me for the disappearance. 
It later became a murder case!” } 
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“Embrace the image, 
it’s not your own, 
Isn’t poverty fun when 
you can turn it off 
and on? eel know 

jon when you no 
acer have Y the 
choice. But for now, 
what a nice fucking 

- So game. “ 

“What "you just read was-a“song by Left for Dead (rip) about ee vee 
revolting miiié-class, which is a big part of the people to be ot - 
communi! . parties, anarchist action groups, the squatmovement,... a 
those people calling themselves punk, anarchist, wegen shes: — 
are people of the middle class. They rebel against the ruling st : on 
government and don’t like the system at all. - “ aaa : on 

eople who’re in a resistance. e Har 
Lot ananarnne rants in Third World countries ain’t ruled by = ee Me 4 
assed kids, but by kids living in poor situations, kids who really ue : 
oppression is. Although it’s hard to define what’s a middle class ae z 
and on top of that class labels sound pretty stupid. But are we ie > 
fun, do we represent pure hypocrisy? Don’t we know what oppress 
ng this I’11 ramble on. 

ie e hate class analyses. I don’t like them either. wee 
classism to me is comparable to racism and other forms of ee = 
hateful feelings. The main difference between both is only t <> - 
judges you upon your color of skin while the other judges you on you a a 
jobs/financial situation, your financial status, your monthly gay i 
Another difference is that how stupid classism might be, I can : symp: sex 

for it sometimes, when it is expressed without the swearings & s a 
that’s more of an exception than a generalization. Working a ¥ bi 
class & upper class; another stupid labels dividing up the people “a # 
But yet, no one wants to deny rich & poor people exist, in mc aes — 
us feel this economical gap should be brought in the spot me a z 
abolished immediately by any means necessary. Can we do this withou E Ae 
called class war, a fight between the working class & the eae a 4 
Has this use? Can this work? And what’s the position of the midd. : a 
this conflict? Do we need class analyses to solve this —— 4 bo 
should be confronted with their luxurious life-style, wi - = 
discussions, politics or action. But what’s the middle class cigs <a 

guilty too? Do we (I’m speaking now out of my point of view and the A * 
who considers themselves also not rich, nor poor - middle class) Me 
pretty well financed lads the right to blame the rich for being cl o- 
where do you draw the line between the middle class, hissy ie << . 

upper class? What’s the norm in a context of obtaining how = me 4 
which job? Why do Class War, as a ‘Working class an a + 
it’ organization do on %class mixing’ (an often used eee a 
classists), uniting middle class & working class people against t “— - 
People who don’t recognize themselves rich neither poor Rion 3 Maid 
uncomfortable position when it comes down to this so-called eg wa a 4 

don’t know whether they can take part in action against ae ci . Li 

attacked themselves by people of the so-called ‘working class s n aan 

doing class analyses fucks you up, because it takes down on sincere peoj 


too, who hate that there exists something as poor and rich but are themselves 
in a comfortable financial situation. It splits up the unity in anarchist 
groups. The middle class represent the status-quo, but can they help it? 
Should we feel guilty because our life is decent? Are we guilty? What’s wrong 
with living in a decent financial situation while not benefiting from 
indirect oppression caused by multinationals? L feel it’s way more important 
to point at the upper class, the society of people where you can only expect 
rejection. I’m not saying the middle class are all alright, people who’re 
not aware of their comfortable position should be pointed at, confronted. 
Also, when you’re in a comfortable position you should take responsibility & 
inform yourself about where your money comes from & where it goes to & 
eventually do something about it. As the average middle class man or woman 
represent the status quo it should be their responsibility to revolt against 
their own situation and other people’s, which doesn’t mean they should throw 
away all their money & live like a poor wo/man. You’re born in a rich, an 
average or a poor family & you grew up with those wealthy circumstances & 
there is no way it does make any sense to turn from a ‘middle class’ wo/man 
to a ‘working class warrior’, like so many middle class people try to do in 
the skinhead and punk scene. Those labels are just stupid & sounds more as a 
fashion statement than any else. 

I ain’t oppressed, yeah sure, in some way we’re all oppressed by 
capitalism and its tools called (political) repression & work/school but I’m 
not really oppressed in the real essence of the word. I’m in a position 
called privileged-4if you compare my situation with three quarters of the 
other world’s population. Should I be ashamed because of this? I should be, 
if you look to the continuing starvation in Third World, if I look to 
refugees or even legals (©) who’re obliged to steal or to work for a hunger 
pay, on the other side I know being ashamed because of something you can 
hardly help isn’t right, can be called ridiculous and won’t help anything. I 
can’t abolish my comfortable position (you can try, you can deny, but you 
know you can always fall back on your privilege when necessary or when you 
want to) and in some way I don’t want. I want to contribute to revolutionary 
activism and in this position it’s pretty easy (in the context of coming 
around with your finances, I mean) to handle with things, and why shouldn’t I 
feel OK because of that? I ain’t struggling if we’re strictly talking about 
being in a poor situation. I don’t know what real oppression is, although I 
know what repression is. There’s a big difference between both. It comes over 
patronal , you know; the middle-class kids, most of them white, giving their 
contribution by going to demos or doing other forms of activism like doing 
papers & direct action. But 
do we really know what we’re 
fighting for if we don’t 
even know what real 
oppression by the state is? 
[tough I’m sure the social 
democrats in Europe & the US$ 
republicans/democrats are 
prepared to kill millions of 
people when there would happen a 
revolution to maintain their 
power] No LI ain’t oppressed 
neither am I free, I just 


leave the answer open. se 


Bris nt 
the white man’s burden can kiss my 
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[ What they didn't want you to know about prisons... i 


The Anarchist Black Cross is an international politicized in pri 
federation of autonomous groups organizing sup- 
port, information and a follow up on prisons and 
other forms of incarceration. The history of the ABC 
begins in Tsarist Russia to assure help to political 
prisoners and to the victims of the Cosack Army 
raids. After the desillusion of October 1917 and the 
beginning of the bolchevic cleaning policy in anar- 
chist circles, the ABC office moved to Berlin. From 
there the members of the ABC continue their worl 


of solidarity with 
political prisoners of 
the new Russian 
regime as the mili- 
tants fell victim of 
Italian fascism. At the 
end of the 30's, the 
ABC disappears (the 
political context in 
Germany is at that 
moment not favor- 
able for anarchists...). 
The ABC rise again at 
the end of the 60’sin 
the UK, this time to 
support the Spanish 
antifascist resistance, 
who continues the 
struggle under the 
Franquist regime. 
Since, the ABC net- 
work, as the nature 
of the prisoners on 
which the organiza- 
tion concentrates her 
energy, has grown. 
Actually there are 


groups existing in Germany, Argentina, Australia, 


Kingdom and the U$A. 


people. 


REMEMBER! 
still here 


France, Holland, Italy, Mexico, Poland, United 


If at the start, the ABC only supported anarchist or 
political prisoners in the strict sense, the solidarity 
has progressively enlarged to other prisoners of the 
revolutionary left, to persons incarcerated for their 
resistance to ultra-liberalism and the New World 
Order, to victims of different forms of oppres 
sion/domination which capitalism needs to stand 
firm. Also victims of self-defenses (protesters vic 
tims of police brutality, women victim of conjugal 
violence, immigrant victims of racist attacks,...), 
people who the political move to the right makes 
them illegal, to condemned persons of class justice 
(bank robbers, prisoners without good defense, 
victims of false statements,...), to prisoners who 
ison,... Of course this represents # 
lot of people, and most of them are working class 


The responsibility of each group to the rest of the 
federation is of not supporting a certain category of 
prisoners from whom the acts or the ideas are If) 
direct opposition of our activities; racist murderers, 
rapists, cops, etc. That does not mean that we 
consider all persons responsible of anti-social 
crimes as unable to change but seen the number of 


prisoners and the 
weakness of prison 
ers support groups, 
we concentrate oul 
efforts to prisoners 
mentioned in the 
previous text. 

The solutions giver 
by anarchists to antl 
social crimes in @ 
libertarian society and 
the alternatives 
prisons are another 
question on which we 
can’t answer as the 
ABC. But the discus 
sion is open aril 
interests us. 


THE [PUR 
POSE OF 
THE WET 
WORK. 


The first aim of the 
Anarchist Black Cros 


is to actively support the prisoners in their struggle 


Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Spain, Finland, for their rights, against the harassment and obst! 


fg , Rise ee sd 

bee i pl ee ess ee orcas will be scandalized about the conditions of 

sta F 8 ne of detention, the hygiene behii i: i- 

a wees ee ye one day. We work for bility of care, the shitty Len ee 

ison, but in expectation of this example of thi i inc ati i 

day, the ABC, as other revolutiona id for th Saheuuea oe 

vary groups, serves valid for the rest of the capitali 3 

— aie structure to facilitate according to direct link between oi ete te 

et iar Sai and the situation of the prisoner, is why we consider incarcerated people for ae 
j . ; : nomical deviance (theft, 

oe a ae ed structural support _ political oe They shape age poe aoe 
velop other individuals and_ that estimate individual: 

groups. to break the isolation of our incarcerated knowi beepers aN a eg 

r D ] owing that a part of the po i 
oaligi oad elie world. To be incarcer- excluded if the system sek Ch ae 
beta coe es mi dle of a process of psy- thy/support goes also to bank robbers “not moti- 
, Physical, affective and sexual destruction. vated by Political action” as to revolutionaries. 


eh arate in any way in the efficiency of the 
In system to solve the problem of criminality, 
ie aes a capitalist society, build on a eo OF THE ACTIVI- 
ndept o punishment whether we touch 

subject of deviance/criminality, only can and — ae THAT WE PRO- 
perpetuate the problem by refusing to fight against POSE: 
its origins. The incarceration contributes to the self- Moral support: we hold contact by mail with 
regulation of the Old World; a society based on different prisoners, and encourage other people to 
inequality (economical, of race, of sex) needs the do the same. Overcome your fear when it comes to 
Poor and consequently an imprisoned population to. Write to incarcerated people that you're not ac- 
preserve the privileges of its dirigents. As example quainted with! Believe us, it isn’t that difficult, and 
the USA, model of the New Capitalist Order, spending half an hour every month to be some 
crossed in February 2000 the number of 2 million hope for a prisoner doesn’t look as a big sacrifice to 
prisoners. This figures correspond to a quarter of US: This modest form of support is within the reach 
the worlds prisoners for a country that counts 5% °f everyone and has it’s importance 

of the world’s population. The prison industry is the Financial support: We collect financial help by 
fastest growing economical sector in America. different means (gigs, restaurants, benefit nights, 
The intention and final aim of the network is the ®llects, calls to financial solidarity in urgent situa- 
destruction of every prison and the end of all form "0NS;.-.) to help prisoners in need, whether it is to 
of privation of liberty. The perfect circumscription pay his/her defence or to help in the prisoners daily 
of prisons in this class-based society horrors us. We life. The prisoner (at least the ones we support) are 
think that her function is to isolate the rich and the Often Poor. Prisons are a non-justice area where 
dirigents from the part of the population that their S0Cal Welfare doesn’t exist, work within prison is 
laws classify as “deviant”, “a-social” or “criminal”, paid the worse and doesn’t satisfy for the daily 
We think that every anarchist should develop a ©Penses. All the procurable products in prison, 
spirit of collective responsibility and help their even basic products, are over taxed at the expense 
incarcerated comrades. Once more: you don't of the prisoner? Support is always more than nec- 
need Much to be incarcerated: the simple partici- ealys 

pation to an antifascist manifestation can be Active support: We organize/participate to ac- 
enough, as we have seen it recently in Austria tions of solidarity to prisoners to put pressure on 
during the anti-Haider actions. authorities and/or to hold attention to the case. 
By our work we also want to make an end to the Some examples: occupations of the consulate or 
myth of prison as a response to deviance, to the locals of an embassy from the prisoners country, 
myth of the (ex-)prisoner being a dangerous and Solidarity manifestations, call/fax-in actions,.... 
non frequent person. We grow up in a society who Information: We spread actuality about the prison 
claims loudly its disapprovement to persons who struggle by flyers or/and a newsletter, 

endured any form of incarceration. How many 

times didn’t we have to hear from our family, at Yé diffuse writings of political prisoners because it 
work or at school about prisoners that it is “well SPPears as eminent that we can‘t forget the strug- 
done”, that “they deserved it’... This reflection gle they fought. We oppose to the strategy of the 
helps the game of the state. On the other way less Pourgeois press and a great deal of (radical) left- 

wing organizations — whose only aim to exist is 


| 


limited to their own intern struggle — that prefer to orga! 


ury the struggle of this revolutionary prisoners 
abet of political diversity. In spite of the differ- 
ent prisoners coming from the guerillas in the 80's 
and more than 70 Basque prisoners that populate 
the hexagone, the French state refuses to accept 
the existence of political prisoners within its pris- 
ons. There are in that case only “common-right” 
isoners? 
The ABC confer a particular importance, asa revo- 
lutionary network, to the diffusion of the writings of 
this political prisoners. The perseverance of the 
battle against this ex-combatants shows the will of 
destroying the physically and morally, but also to 
break them politically. We have a crucial role to 
play so that these persons, often locked-up for 
more than 15 years (in France the oldest PP is in 
prison since 18 years), in permanent struggle with 
the system to conserve their political integrity at 
the risk of their life (in Europe, the prisoners of the 
RAF and AD are here to remind us), continue to be 
an integral part of the revolutionary movement. 
Even if a favorable context for the uprising of a 
revolutionary movement looks quiet far to us in this 
murky begin of the millenium; even if we, as anar- 
chists, we have critics about the final aim of this 
prisoners struggle, we are a non-sectarian support 


nization and acknowledge the struggle of many 
non-anarchist revolutionary prisoners to be con: 
venient in the aim of the well-being of humanity, 
the abolition of class-society and of peace. Their 
struggle and courage CAN'T be forgotten. We may 
not forget that they pay their engagement for a 
radical change since 10, 20 or even more years In 
scandalous detention conditions, added to a special 
treatment (isolation, held more than 10 years in 
prisons for short-sentence prisoners, control on 


mail,.. 


Do we still have to prove the failure of prison? The 
punition and prevention in a security logic of our 
governments didn’t stop in any way the mass 
arrival of people into detention. The punishment of 
anti-social crimes didn’t stop rape, for example 
Anti-social crimes will certainly exist in a libertarian 
society, but if we lock-up/isolate, in other words if 
we frustrate more these people as we do it now, 
the problem can only rise again with more force. As 
anarchists we think that we have to find the cause 
and not eliminate the actors, and that it is the 
society that has to change in function of the crimes 
that she reflects. 


An average cell in the United States of America. . 


DK CONFUSED 
BMOBKEES, 
You know | hate and am scared of at the same time? People faking emotions. People who're able to Take appiness. P 


Actors who're able to cry in some soap. People who pretend they're hurtin real life are even more scatier.... People who make you believe they ci 
who don't give a fuck about human or animal rights but when they go on stage they play and “cry their heart out”. Sometimes | hardly can 


without any reason | don't want to see 


@ the 
difference between real emotions and well-played theatra, Maybe I'm faking now my emotions, how could you know? Maybe I'm totally fake, | know | am not, 


but how do you. Do you trust me? (yep, I'min a fiesophal mood today) 


® Running really fast away from all what's left behind me. What 
will follow? What will appear in the litte bit of light that's right 
before me. More crap, more problems, any solutions? I don't know 
and maybe i don't want to know hope is gone anyway. Where are 
they? There they are they aren't running, they just turn them 
around and face what's behind them. How brave to dare seeing all 
that shit. But i have no time left anymore because otherwise 
something will happen again like those attacks three hours ago. I didn't even 
had the courage to face the threats i just ignored and laughed with it but that 
didn't solve anything. I need to hit it very hard, hit it 'till it bursts so i 
can rest a bit. Because i'm so tired of running like this mad boy, 
I'm tired of getting kicked around by these jokers. I'm tired of 
getting misunderstood. I'm tired of never getting a voice in my 
surroundings. I'm tired of getting treated like some number, I'm 
tired of taken not serious. I’m tired of getting ignored by my own 
family. I’m tired of having no security. (I’m still young but feel already 
tired and disappointed with life) But with running away it's also partly my 
fault. Tm tired of being not myself. Need to find this energy, this 
initiative, this courage in this ground beneath me. So easy to 
reach but so difficult to obtain. Don't fall on it ‘cause than i'm lost. 
Oh no some are chasing me they want to tie me up and kick the 
litde bit of light out of me. They only want to see this darkness in 
me because without it they have also have to change their life. 
Come on let's dig. Than | can let them die in my life. But it's just to 
hard to dig in this hard dirty ground. It's too cold up there. I don't 
want to get help to reach what Is mine. If | want myself back i 
only need myself and not those horny misery-seekers ‘cause they 
aren't me and want to do it only for something else (themselves) 
not really to help me. Someone behind me has just laughed with 
me running | can understand that but it's all so cowardly and 
hypocrite ‘cause he just asked me polite and nice a favor some 
time ago. 17/ scratch your back if you kick me In the face, is that the deal? 
Abusing my mind, chasing it and still it tries to find a solution in 
funning to nothing. When it keeps running away while never 
turning around or getting at least some rest It will get tired and 
broken. Broken things need to be thrown away because 
building up again is to difficult this times. I's a society things to 
do so, So why would you refuse? (Rather stay a puppet on the strings 
than 2 puppet without strings, not? Who has the courage to take his/her life in 
her/his own hands, anyway?) They won't get me even if they'll get the 
change to get a hold on me because | don't want to live with their 
hypocrisy, ignorance and lies dying will be a victory over them but 
not for me, Besides, it would be very cowardly and just plain 
stupid of me to let me fall on that hard ground beneath me. There 
is a little bit of light in this darkness and that's what we need to 
focus on those bastards have found there blind happiness 
in one big black empty room. And that’s why i'm running 
away. I left the room but they don't want me to go so they chased 
Mme and that's why it's so hard to stop running. It feels like their is no 
outside, They hate it to see me reach to some light which belongs to me and 
also to them but they accepted and are to tired to find it. Perhaps they lost 
all hope for trying to live free. I recently saw people who reached 
what im desperately trying at this 

moment. How did they get so far? Why do i see no solution 

in this nothing before and above me. Maybe they digged? But 

how and why did they defeat those who were running behind 

them. Or was it possible to find peace with it. Just face It, 
life wasn't invented for you. You ‘re a nothing in this 
Mass, this bottomless sea of grains. You're a part of this 
world, this existence but that doesn't mean it still wants 
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Il never bloom spring 


: ae me ! 
“want to deca Bai irm scared 


when I wake up again overcome by 


‘THE BLUE SKY. Lay me down to 
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sleep make me forget help me to begin 
desperation loneliness, the only moti 


will never come frustration drags me 


dying worid is it possible living 
When You feel Like AYyLMg, (srs pxstie rece 


‘etstence?) 
@ de you think am this ultra social kid? Do you think | dare to shout at you when t 
don't agree? Hmmm.... You probably only know me out of this zine than. No way | 
am this self-secured kid who knows what he wants. He doesn't know. | have 
absolute no future plans. He can't make big decisions & seems to love doubting 
(not!). Sometimes | am insecure about my opinions, my Ideas | love so much cy 
Confident about. When many people start nagging about my opinions in @ shor 
period | can explode inside & feel bad the rest of the day. Sometimes It's a 


. I'm often Insecure in my behavior. 
a Toi a girl at my temporary work talked about a guy she broke 
up with, She thought it was ridiculous he tried to get over with it by 
staying whole days in his room writing “weird” (so she said!) letters 
down. She's totally right, not? Feelings are temporary, people 
change + a problem with 2 people involved in it needs 2 people 
together to solve it! | now I'm not able to solve my problems by 
writing about them, but | know it helps me a lot by facing ne 
instead of just denying them. On a bench at school | read “You can’ 
face your problems if the problem is your face.” A couple of days 
ago. Haha! 
@ i crawled throughout all the happenings and noises around me, 
Just ke almost aways But Sometimes i can swim through it without 
any problems... but that rarely happens, They never said it was 
easy. And now i finally realizes they've 
always spoken the truth. | wake up in 
the moming and looked at a drawing 
‘on a closet In my room, It shows two 
comic characters drawn dull with 
beneath "Where is the hate?". Than i 
thought where is my hate? Because I'm 
such a passive person who crops all 
the hate inside of him up and hardly let | 
it flow. I'm sometimes someone who to! 
wants to beat the hell out of that 
person. | don't hate myself but | hate 
some of my habits. . [it's not that hate 
is that positive, but in this society it's 
unfortunately as important as to love] | 
think it’s great though if someone at 
least listens if | tell something normally 
one wouldn't listen to at my home or 
somewhere else — they let me feel at 
home wherever we are. 
® | don't have any foundations in my 
life. Neither have my opinions, it's a 
pity | just realized this because it’s hard 
to change myself now. Everything | am 
is temporary, or so does it feels at 
least. | ain't contradictory, but as | 
change constantly | come over to 
people as contradictory. 
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no matter how 


peco: 
are some dreams 


mumble 


y doubt 
tove exist ~~ 


Aon PRU OY ae we 

bal have ime to pe scared. Ihave time to be alone. | have time to 
think about useless things. | want you to take me and swallow me 
and take all my time away so | will not be scared again and | won't 

be alone again with myself thinking about stupid things which aren't 

worth the attention. But | know you won't. You just turn my pages and take 
me as a tool to provide your satisfaction, Enjoy me and when you throw 
me away please do it properly so jon get hurt that much with my 

fall. 


“ now the sun Is burning in deepest space / that’s the way things 

oe / through a storm | called you / it fell each day f fone get ey 
way ” = pixies (most of thelr lyrics are real 

Fp te hn es tts nt eout nowadays conan de 
difficulties you experience for dectaring your feelings to someone) i 
@® How much do j hate some people i'm forced to spend my time 
with. | can't describe my anger for what | see in my surroundings 
and i really feel sad for the people who can’t stand me being 
myself. They want me to be like them so they force things upon me. 


yet another loak and jumped through 


e dream is a dream 


much 1 would ee & 
me it reat 


_supposed to stay crests 

i wes dreaming once. 

but now 1 eines 
wim wide awake 

is what old cynics’ \ 


| 


will | become one too one dey 


ave the feeling | should be the one who has to force things 
Se Is there something wrong with them? Or is tt me? I'm 
the problem. A problem which scares some people. They're terrible 
afraid to change. | thought i didn’t had a life but if i look to them | 
feel lucky for not being someone else, Someone | don't, but they 
want me to be, | wonder if they've realized yet (maybe they know It 
already since they're bom?) their behavior which makes them fae! 
accepted by others, But their person had to be chanced by sone 
| (& probably themselves and others) miss in this cold world 
world filled with the same uncaring consuming people. Sometim 


| would love to stand up and 
hit those people until they finally see their rage is supposed to be as furious as the 


color of their blood 


hit those people until they finally see their rage Is supposed to be as furious as the 


color of their blood 


hit those people until they finally see thelr rage is supposed to be as furlous as the 


color of their blood 
epeopleuntiltheyfinall 
upposedtobeasf uriousasthecolorg 


(theirblood 

(they're supposed to hate the person they pretend to be not the other way around) 
@ | can't find fove or fove myself if | don’t (want to -> coward!) show love. 

® Sometimes it feels that even simple looking problems need 
complex solutions or have no solutions at all. That's desperation & 


something hard to cope with, but at 
least it's something real, I'm 
desperate in quite some things | 
just can’t help it. Some people jus! 
make me feel ugly & worthl 
guess you should try to give tr 
people as less as possibly 
attention. | fee! desperate right now 
1 don't know | can handle 
anything anymore at home - i 
just strange, sometimes it Is like 
nothing's wrong & other times 
they're all picking upon me, talkiNg 
to me like I'm worthless scum wh 
is brainwashed & needs his hei! 
fixed. Sorry mom, dad & brother | 
care about the world & sorry {0 
you you think I'm mental sich 
because of that. I've had it, Ne 
more bullshit. | feel tired of 
explaining & excusing myself fw 
things | should be goddamn prow! 
of, | just don't understand some 
people. What's going wrong? 
® | have this weird feeling agaln if 
very hard to describe it since | dor! 
know myself why | feel like this. Pn ” 
it ou do seems to have use & a lot of fear. Maybe It's 
esa lng k makes you feel worthless. It makes me think for instanes 
‘on tomorrow. What will this day bring? Change? | don't think so. And 80 tw 
cycle continues, & the big wheel of rampage spins on. 
® Anger is a gift indeed, Seeing someone outraged for a rig!) 
reason gave me the thrills. it tells me a lot how sincere’ people are’ 
how they believe in things. | love to see passionated people, they’) 
like little lights in this big dark world, | try to be passionated becaus 
that’s how | feel all the time but it's very hard when you can't find: 
balance between thinking, dreaming, problems & living, activities | 
school, emotions and rational thoughts. It's understandable & ve) 
sad at the same time that so much people get more passive ar) 
cynic when getting older. They let the system win by giving up the 
ight. 
forceratandable doesn't mean | think I'll give up so fast but |e 
imagine people getting depressive and upset by the gi 
indifference & passivity of the Western man & woman] 
@® Ever heard of this character “Chameleon” who's always fighlii 
with Spiderman (all comicgeeks should know he's responsible for fuckiii 
Peter Parker's mind). He’s a bad guy with one hell of a soir 
problem; he has no own identity. The only thing he can do 
transform himself into any person he wants to. So he’s really a fli 
up. That's how | feel sometimes. Probably together with some off 
people on this globe | guess. | just am afraid to be myself at 
times, so | kinda adapt my habits/actions to some persons |ik# 
*chameleon’ (I hope this metaphor explained it nice for you, If 1 


hope you got my point anyway), Aren't we all afraid at some point to 
set ourselves free because out of fear we could cause conflicts or 
pain? Aren't we all Chameleons in some way? 
® | believe in attraction, sex, friendship and basic love but | don’t 
believe in true love based on total mutual respect & love. A 
spontaneous love not funded on the appearance, whatever 
handicap, gender, outlook,... A love lasting for a long time instead 
of a couple of months/years. | really would like to believe in it but 
another part of me gives my fellow human being a look and than | 
think 
No. i really 
[but I'm still continuing my search for my soul mate ...] 
® Sometimes |'m aware I'm acting arrogant. Well, nobody's perfect 
someone would say, but that's just another confirmation of 
ignorance. Why am | afraid of taking of this mask? Sometimes | 
ain't towards people what | am. Hell, | myself don’t even know who | 
aM. [I don't know who | am, sounds strange, | know but that’s just how | feel. | 


can't find peace with myself when | can't find peace with some fellow humans in 
my surroundings. 


® There are no words to describe my anger and hate at this 
moment. | can't believe how far they dared to go. Yes kids, I'm 
talking about this extremely dangerous phenomenon called. 
“parents” right now. They hate my friends, they hate my thoughts, 
they hate what | do & what | am. | don't like these people their 
opinions about “their” kids into practice. Some things my parents did 
with me I'll never forget, love for them keeps on existing, but so is: 
my distrust and disrespect for them. Abolish parenthood right now! 
Threat your kids as humans instead as “OUR kids" | (Despite of all 
the swearing this kid still makes compromises every day with my 
Parents. | understand anxiousity — | think it's cute & shows affection. 
BUT please, future parents out there, don’t turn anxiousity into. 
forbidding & punishing by withholding your own kids from reaching 
their dreams.) 


don’ t 


® Sometimes | think a human is like a fly who wants to be free ae 


reaching to the sun but gets withhold by a window. The fly doesn't 


it gets tired, falls and die slowly on the ground. 
® The flower seller passes me by. | wonder his ignorant look ise 
because of disappointment or hypocrisy. 
® You're cutting my wrists while you don't even want to, Anyway, 
don't bother it's just me. 

® My summer holidays started a couple of weeks ago & finally J 
graduated from school but it’s the worst summer I ever had. The 
first day my grandfather died, than I got and still have serious 
troubles with the almighty law, there was a lot of tension going on 
between my parents, I had almost to move out, lots of stress & not 
much sleep, etc. etc. etc. A lot happened in those five weeks. I had 
lots of plans for the holidays but none worked out & that makes me 
feel quite down, believe me. And now I wonder why I still like living. 
I don’t know why; maybe hope? Anyway, life goes one, and you 
know what they say: after rain comes sunshine. So, rock on Is my’ 
motto, 

® Please don’t tell me that it’s in human nature to be egoist [& 
everyone who says that positive egoism is OK — it’s still egoism & 
has nothing to do with compassion I have my definition for]. Please 
don't tell me that every emotion we feel Is Just a tiny little part of 
our brain being active. Fuck that stuff, if that’s really true than 


nothing has use anymore. “Fuck compassion & al] 
that crap, enjoy 


your life & die.’ 


® *I'm feeling sick & I’m not only 
feeling I’m wasting my time. I'm 
wasting my time. —*Perhaps 
everything’s a waste? Within 200 
years no one will remain on this 
earth. All we do is killing, killing & 
killing. It's like we want to take 
everything down with us In our 
grave. It seems most people can't 
live without abusing & Spreading 
their arrogance & mental diseases. 

® My mom says sometimes really 
strange things to me, Like there was 
this period she constantly was 


notice the window and will keep on trying desperately to fly on 4 


Iwant to feel like nothing 
“can hurts me but 


accusing my brother & me of doing drugs while we hadn't touched a 
single thing. All we did was laugh with it, Later ‘on, when I got into 
HC, she was thinking I was in some weird sect. Now she thinks I’m 
influenced by random people such as a few friends or People I write 
with. Yesterday a friend told me I’m influenced and I couldn’t laugh 
with it. It hurt me & offended me a lot because all I want to think 
and be is my own self. I don’t understand why people think you‘re 
influenced when you start to have your own view on things. It’s not 
normal anymore to think, what counts in this society is consuming, 
there you've got it! Than 
ing who's not influenced. 


conforming and carrierism. The 3 evil cy 
you're a normal kid, an independent bei 
Yeahhh righttt. 


about it. I was angry at him & left. 


state, me still having some troubles with myself,...] 


® 
Sometimes I think that everythi 
should seize the day just like they say. 


Promise I'll get even with myself & some day with you) 

® It’s all about mind destroying & breaking someone's mind, 
ventually finishing it & leaving it all behind for the next number, 
the next faceless “criminal” (because that’s ‘just what s/he is, right?) 
waiting to be put death, all under the false name of “Justice”. 


or something like that?). 
© So we're back to zero. | dream of both of us talking to each other in a normal 
way, but we both close us off. When he ain't working you can find him before the 
television, eating or sleeping. He says | get along with “abnormal” people but at 
east | get along with some people, 

® "Skinheads have more hair than brains", she joked & asked me to make 
stickers of it. Funny! Nice she actually doesn't like racists since her brother 
has become a white power dork. 
® Stars rock. They're little lights in one big darkness. They're all 
shining bright & represent hope to me, Some stars you see in the 
sky are already died out & they fool you because 
of the light traveling which takes thousand of 
years to get to the planet earth. Nevertheless the 
spirit lives on ... (how symbolic... just fckn GO!), 
® | saw a woman crying in the arms of a man 
who really looked compassionate, like he could 
start crying to every moment. She had beautiful 
roses in her one hand but they were already died 
out. It was a strange but beautiful sight for one or 
the other reason... it showed that even in times 
of desperation hope exists. 

® <- do you know what this symbol means? It's a 
rune which means protection, Fascists abuse it 
often as a symbol of white power & xenophoby, 
but I think that ‘protection’ was the original 
meaning of this symbol. I guess I shouldn't 
explain why I used this symbol? 


ea ee ~~ a 


® “Imagine if 1 would hang that fat bitch on a cross upside down & 
let the fat pour out of her.” He got a nice letter of her, asking him 
for more information on his magazine and that’s all he could say 


*@® Autumn has begun. It’s getting colder & you can smell it even in 
the air. Autumn is a cozy time if you ask me. I have the feeling this 
autumn won't be that cozy. It’s like everything's escalating. My mom 
‘told me dad can’t handle his feelings at all & I'm afraid he’s directing 
his frustration & sadness in a wrong way. Of course we ail have our 
‘own problems, we all have our depressive Periods, but everyone 
who thinks that gives him or her the right to shout at people who 
just want to help are digging their own raves if theyll continue in 
that way. I’m not talking about my father now, it’s just a thought 
Popping up. [some days later: right now I think autumn really rocks! 
It’s a season of finding back my interest for scary horror tales & hot 
chocolate milk (for all you vegan nerds: put some dark chocolate & 
some hot soy milk & you've got a delicious XveganX chocolate 
milk!), I like to go to the university & am interested in most of my 
courses. It's an upwards spiral I’m enduring, I hope. I see some dark 
Clouds in my sky tough, like the fckn cops who STILL are investigating my 
stuff, my parents still not allowing me to do what I like, a world rotting 
away of arrogance, war & pollution, people getting legally killed by the 


“Lost for words", you're totally right, Canvas. 
ing was better formerly but I realize that you 


® | can feel & sée tham looking down on me. In some way it 
bothers/hurts me & on the other hand | don’t want to waste anything 


‘on such futile things. | just want to live my life (& if you let me | 


orture, battering, mocking, deldentifying - reducing to an object 
which still needs your food & water - anda deadly injection (how 
sive Is it all! Why not just stabbing them to death with a knife 


Phoo! 
phoohoohoohitocspholootiespotspoliticis | nechoohitocepholootespatspoice 


SAL ITICS 
AULT Pus 


A yuck? 
* We're all equal be- 
cause we all eat, shit, 
breath, live and die. * 


So, there, there you've got my politics. 

Face it, most politics are boring as fuck. 
Party politics are so superficial and 
artificial, right? Right. But have you 
ever looked at your own anarchist 
pamphlets and tabloids? How appealing 
do they look to an average man or 
woman? People don’t care about it 
because they can’t live up with the 
difficult almost non-existing words 
(‘the dictatorship of the proletariat’? 
what's in a name?). They just can’t 
differ the “good ones” from the “bad 
ones”, because eventually, they all say 
with them on the power things will 
(finally) run decent. It seems that when 
things run even, they're all the same. 
They're all out there to get your little 
cross with their name on the vote billet. 
They all want their program run out by 
their think tank and so they get the 
power to decide what's bad and what's 
good, they decide what needs to be 
forbidden & who needs to be locked up 
and who has get/stay free. The nowa- 
days politics are artificial because the 
human isn’t and wasn’t here on earth 


to discuss all his/her life 
about tax raises and so forth. 
Your politics are as attrac 
tive to people as shit. You 
know it’s true. Otherwise, 
why does everyone cringe 
when you say the word? Why 
has attendance at your anar- 
cho-communist theory discussion group meetings fallen to an 
all-time low? Why has the oppressed proletariat not come to 
its senses and joined you in your fight for world liberation? 
Perhaps, after years of struggling to educate them about 
their victimhood, you have come to blame them for their 
condition. They must want to be ground under the heel of 
capitalist imperialism (hell, let's get to the point; they7e 


Yuck? yuckp Stupid); otherwise, why do they show no interest in your 
yuck? yuck! 2 ye? 


political causes? Why haven't they joined you yet in 
chaining yourself to mahogany furniture, chanting 
slogans at carefully planned and orchestrated pro- 


Yuck ? Se uke tests, and frequenting anarchist bookshops? Why 


haven't they sat down and learned all the terminol- 
ogy necessary for a genuine understanding of the complexi- 
ties of Marxist economic theory? 

The truth is, your politics are boring to them because they 
are really irrelevant. They know that your antiquated styles of 
protest — your marches, hand held signs, and gatherings- are 
now powerless to effect real change because they have be- 
come such a predictable part of the status quo. They know 
that your post-Marxist jargon is off-putting because it really is 
a language of mere academic dispute, like straight out of a 
handbook for sects how to recruit people, not a weapon 
capable of undermining systems of control. They know that 
your infighting, your splinter groups and endless quarrels over 
ephemeral theories can never effect any real change in the 
world they experience from day to day. They know that no 
matter who is in office, what laws are on the books, what 
‘isms the intellectuals march under, the content of their lives 
will remain the same. They —we - know that our boredom is 
proof that these “politics” are not the key to any real trans- 
formation of life. For our lives are boring enough already! 

And you know it too. For how many of you is politics a 
responsibilitY? Something you engage in because you feel you 
should, when in the depth of your heart there are a million 
things you would rather be doing? Your volunteer work- is it 
your most favorite pastime, or do you do it out of a sense or 
obligation? Why do you think it is so hard to motivate others 
to do volunteer as you do? Why is it even hard to have a 
decent discussion with someone about politics? Could it be 
that it is, above all, a feeling of guji/t that drives you to fulfill 
your “duty” to be politically active? Perhaps you spice up your 
“work” by trying (consciously or not) to get in trouble with the 
authorities, to get arrested: not because it will practically 
serve your cause, but to make things more exciting, to re- 
capture a little of the romance of turbulent times now long 
past. Have you ever felt that you were participating in a ritual, 


a long-established tradition of fringe 
protest, that really serves only to 
strengthen the position of the main- 
stream? Have you ever secretly longed 
to escape from the stagnation and 
boredom of your political “responsibili- 
ties”? 

It's no wonder that no one has joined 
you in your political endeavors. Perhaps 
you tell yourself that it’s tough, thank- 
less work, but somebody's got to do it. 
The answer is, well, NO. 

You actually do us all a real disserv- 
ice with your tiresome, tedious politics. 
For in fact, there is nothing more im- 
portant than politics. NOT the politics 
of so-called “democracy and law”, of 
who is elected state legislator to sign 
the same bills and perpetuate the same 
system. Not the politics of the “I got 
involved with the radical left because I 
enjoy quibbling over trivial details and 
writing rhetorically about an unreach- 
able utopia” anarchist. Not the politics 
of any leader or ideology that demands 
that you make sacrifices for “the 
cause.” But the politics of our everyday 
lives, 

When you separate politics from the 
immediate, everyday experiences of 
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individual men and women, it becomes completely irrelevant. 
Indeed, it becomes the private domain of wealthy, comfort- 
able intellectuals, who can trouble themselves with such 
dreary, theoretical things. When you involve yourself in poli- 
tics out of a sense of obligation, and make political action into 
a dull responsibility rather than an exciting game that is | 
worthwhile for its own sake, you scare away people whose 
lives are already far too dull for any more tedium. When you I 
make politics into a lifeless thing, a joyless thing, a dreadful 
responsibility, it becomes just another weight upon people to 
whom it should be most important. For everyone has a stake 
in considering their lives, in asking themselves what they 
want out of life and how they can get it. But you make politics 
look to them like a miserable, self-referential, pointless middle 
class/bohemian game, a game with no relevance to the real 
lives they are living out. 

What should be political? Whether we enjoy what we have 
to do in order to get food and shelter. Whether we feel like 
our daily interaction with our friends, neigbours, and cowork- 
ers are fulfilling. Whether we have opportunities to live each 
day the way we desire to. And “politics” should not consist of 
merely discussing these questions, but of acting directly to 
improve our lives in the immediate present. Acting in a way 
that is itself entertaining, exciting, joyous. Because political 
action that is tedious, tiresome, and oppressive can only 
perpetuate tedium, fatigue, and oppression in our lives. It will 
keep people away, and people who're already involved will 
get tired. Never again will we “sacrifice ourselves for the 
cause.” For we ourselves, happiness in our lives and the lives 
of our fellows, must be our cause! 

After we make politics relevant (and exciting perhaps?), the 
rest will follow. But from a dreary, merely theoretical and/or 
ritualized politics, nothing valuable can follow. In this way you | 
will always see the same faces who'll probably won't last any 


longer than a few years. This is not to say that we should | 
show no interest in the welfare of humans, animals, or eco- 
systems that do not contact us directly in our day to day 
existence because politics are basicly about changing the 
world, But the foundation of our politics must be concrete; it 
must be immediate, it must be obvious to everyone why it is 
worth the effort. It’s not some bunch of intellectual’s game. 
To make this concrete for a moment: an afternoon of col- 
lecting food from business that would have thrown it away 
and serving it to hungry people and people who are tired of 
working to pay for food- that is good political action. You can 
do it with your friend, you can meet some interesting people 
while you're doing it, perhaps you can fall in love or trade 
funny stories or just feel proud to have helped a woman to 
cut down her hours at her shit job by easing her financial 
needs, that’s good political action. On the other hand, if you 
spend the afternoon typing an angry letter to an obscure 
leftist tabloid objecting to a columnist’s use of the term “anar- 
cho-syndicalist” that’s not going to accomplish shit, and you 
know it. If you feel like teasing your {local fascist with your 
friends, go for it, have fun, feel how it is to enjoy your tem- 


porary “illegal” freedom. If you want to 
set up a petition in your neigbourhood 
for something you're very concerned 
about, go for it. 

You don’t need some political organi- 
zation or party to tell you what you 
should do. Use the organization as your 
tool to co-operate with like-minded 
people instead of the organization 
using you as its tool. 

Perhaps it is time for a new word for 
“politics”, since you have made such a 
swear word out of the old one. For no 
one should be put off when we talk 
about acting together to improve our 
lives. 

There are a few answers to those 
problems, here are the two most im- 
portant ones, according to me. Those 
demands must be met as soon as 
Possible because we're not going to live 
forever. 


Make politics relevant to our 
everyday experience of life 
again. The further away the 
object of our political concern, 
the less it will mean to us, and 
the more wearisome politics will 
be (sounds nationalist? Don't 
get me wrong, their are many 
ways to bring issues of other 
countries like child labor to 
other people. Let the people 
know where the results of this 
oppression can be found & tell 
them what they can do about 
it!). We don't like politics be- 
cause it does hardly show any 
results of all your work. Think 
global & act local, as the infa- 
mous slogan tells you. 

Entirely new political ap- 
proaches and methods must be 
created. The old ones are out- 
dated, outmoded. Perhaps they 
were NEVER any good, and 
that’s why our world is the way 
it is now. Old Marxist theories; 
do we really need this? Stop 
demanding people “to wake 
up”, stop looking down on 
them, stop ignoring them when 
you don’t need them because 
you had already the chance to 


spread all your pamphlets to others. After all, politics is 
the reaction of people who care about other people 
That's been neglected up to now. The average guy or 
girl on the street will have a good laugh when you'll 
say “politics are there for the people”. Nowadays it 
seems politics are there for the politicians, who have 
found, as a very selected group of privileged people, 
the perfect way to enrich themselves through political 
institutions such as the parliament. Isn't their arro 
gance, the status-quo the ultimate prove those people 
don’t care about you or me? 


& FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH 


This article is about misognysts/sexists, pro-lifers/nardliners, racists and 
extreme patriottists, neo-nazis, right-wing populists, defenders of free- 
market capitalism, homophobics, fundamentalists; etc.etc. You know the 
kind I'm talking about. “Fascist” is used in this article as example, 
because defenders of this are the most active world-wide (of all sorts of 
social discrimantion), cover mostly the ideas stated above and are often 
accepted/used by society. 


Tit. AN UTOPIA Ever got acused of 


being a “right-wing” or "racist" because you expressed 
your disgust for racists? I don't believe in fascist speech, 
I'm against it. I expected anti-fascists to be radical against 
fascist speech, but I found out that quite an amount of 
those people want to give fascists the 
freedom to let them do and say whatever 
they want to.* Yes, "do", because fascist 
speech is about bringing fascist changes 
and so needs the deed with the word. 
Fascism is a political ideology, and 
politics are about changing the 
ecological, economical and social 
situation, so yes, fascist speech will 
provoke the usual hatred, misery and 
violence. This words filled with hate 
influence some people. If you want to 
give freedom to people you have to make 
a sort of agreement which forbids fascists 
to act/show or speak like they are, a sort 
of an agreement within a society. You 
can give freedom to the people (the 
majority) or to fascists (the minority). What would you 
chose? Someone told me: "in an anarchist environment the 
fascists can't oppress other people, because they -the 
people fascists want to oppress- live in total freedom". 
First of all, I never said that free-speech for fascists has 


especially to be forbidden in possible anarchist 
surroundings in a possible future, I would like to see it 
happen now, right here in our little right-wing state called 
Belgium and in all other states, especially in some states 
of Amerikkka where you're still allowed to wave swastika 
flags, set up new KKK or “Aryan Nation” chapters and 
express racist feelings/thoughts because of the so-called 
“free-speech” & the “this is a free country. Love it or 


‘leave it” bullshit. Churches in the South get massive 


infiltrated with so-called “Christian Identity’© believers 
& black churches get bumed. The KKK is allowed of the 
Supreme Court to still go on with buming crosses in black 
neigboorhoods. In Europe fascist celibrate in the streets of 
Germany Rudolf Hess’s birthday & in Spain old & young 
supporters of Franco’s regime give a Hitler salute with 
asmile before the eye of the camera. We’re aware of the 
rising fascist tide & danger. Bakunin wrote once that he 
will only be free when all other people will be also. He 
was totally right, allthough it’s impossible to “liberate” all 
people. Some people don’t want to get liberated, some 
people will stay with the same threathening ideas, some 
people refuse to believe they’re wrong and so on and so 
on. It’s impossible to give all people total freedom, it's 
either the majority, the people or the ones who want to 
oppress you have to chose. So what do you have to do to 
liberate the majority, the (not yet) oppressed group? 
Oppressing the ones who oppress upon base of race, 
sexual preference, political ideology, handicap or 
whatever. So yes, a realist anarchist society will also have 
a need for repression & laws against dangerous behavior 
such as fascist hate & violence. Nowadays a minority 
(ethnical, economical, sexual and political) is already 
oppressed by the state and it’s opponents. The other part 
of the people, the majority, are oppressed in some way to, 
by capitalism. Those people might feel real repression 
when the fascists will get stronger in the parliament and 
get more power and thus also in the streets. By oppressing 
fascists you aren't yourself a fascist or 
defender of dictatorship like many will 
accuse you of. Being a fascist means in 
short someone who believes that a 
particular group of oppressed people is 
the cause of the problems where they live 
in, I don't care if the idea 's coming now 
from a political party spokesman or 
someone from the street who doesn't care 
about politics. My ideas are totally 
against centralisation, nationalism, 
censorship (with one exception you can 
probably guess; the censorship of hateful 
propaganda) and autocratism, so please 
don't tell me that these written-down 
thoughts are _ right-winged. By 
‘oppressing’ fascists you'll give freedom to the ones they'd 
normally oppress. By ‘oppressing’ fascist you prevent 
violence & discrimination. Fascists oppress people, 
because they're just looking for a scape-goat because 
they’re the prive-elite of the riches (while most of them 
haven’t realized that yet). The present system has to stay 


and if possible get even more liberal & authoritarian. It's 
true that a repressive approach against fascist speech 
contains a very few methods from it’s very own ideology, 
but the big difference is that it would use it to stop their 
hatred, their sick behavior instead of picking upon a little 
select group of ‘scape-goats’. 

I ain't proud of my priviliged position and don't want to 
abuse it like they do, in contrary. Western people should 
use their comfartable position to help others out instead of 
looking down on the poor. 


%* calling anti-fascists with such a liberal point of view 
is rather misplaced. In fact, most of these people are 
reformists & don’t believe fascism is linked with 
capitalism. If you deny or even believe in the roots of 
the problem called fascism you're an unconsious potential 
fascist yourself or at least a big hypocrite status-quo 
social democrat. 

© Christian Identity: An American Christian 
fundamentalist organisation who believes that white, 
northern Europeans are Gods’s chosen ones and that Jews 
are the children of the devil. Christian Identity 
folowers are responsible for many terrorist acts towards 
colored people, abortion clinics, 

hookers and social — aware 
civilians. Christian Identity runs 
many churches in the US and even 
has elected political spokesmen. 


zi. HUMANS 
FIRST J vyynatrt, do 


J hear you thinking, "this kid is 
writing about discriminating 
fascists, but is in the meanwhile 
preaching for anti- 
discrimination?!". Now let me 
write this first; I don't propagate 
any form of social discrimination, 
everyone has the right to live the 
life, where, how, with who and 
what she or he wants to, but I 
want to a few exceptions with the 
“how" for the fascists, 
fundamentalists,  homophobics, 
sexists, etc. I wasn't clear enough 
with writing about "oppressing 
fascists", let me explain this line. 
Many will suggest that fascists 
and other people who feel them in 
one way or the other superior 
towards an other group of people 
are all violent and close minded, 
well that's not true. I agree that 
naziskinheads and extreme-right 
politicians are ignorant obstinate 
close-minded bastards, but many 
people who're not into politics or 
movements have also often 
fascist/racist ideas. Take Belgium 
and Germany for example; many 
people have a negative opinion 
about migrants but haven’t really 
thought about the situation many 
refugees/migrants have to live in 
and what’s the cause of their 


problems. Some of those people don't even vote for 
extreme rightist/nazi-parties in times of elections, because 
they know there something wrong with their ideas, but 
neverthless they have fascist or racist ideas which can be 
easily be changed into a more positive direction by just 
having a discussion with him or her. Quite a lot of these 
people are open-minded, so it's possible to exchange ideas. 
Why have they racist feelings? Do they have problems 
with some migrants? Do this people recognize they’re pre- 
judiced? Exchanging ideas is revolutionary and a form of 
activism to have a personal “anti against pro” talk. We 
have to show that there are other solutions to this 
problems instead of a fascist approach. People with fascist 
and racist ideas should definetely have the right to express 
& discuss their ideas with someone else in person. 
Actually, this confrontation is giving the fascists their 
right to voicetheir opinion and in this context there’s 


nothing wrong with that. The close-minded ones who 
refuse to change, may not be able to spread their ideas 
towards other people, neither in person nor by using 
media. Fascists using the media & own propaganda are 
about mass manipulation using stupid empty slogans like 
"Own nation first!" or “Let’s keep our nation/race pure!”. 
They try to make people believe that destroying other 
people's lifes to solve your problems is justified, human 
and "necesary of the surviving of your own kind". I don't 
say "Antifa's first!" or “Migrants first!” (that’s what my 
clasmates sarcastically said when we talked about 
racism). I'm not discriminating anyone just because of 
political differences, I don't want people with fascist ideas 
to move to another country, no, they have the right to 
express their ideas on a personal level (preferable with 
someone who knows more about the migrant"problem" 
‘linked’ with criminality and other feed-sources of the up- 
coming fascism) and can eventually convince the sucker 
that fascism was originally inteded to be nothing more 
than a cowardish racist/cultural egoistic scapegoat 
ideology for retarded frustrated youngsters or dement SS 
grandpa's and not for people who have problems with 
surviving in their society. I DON’T believe in a middle 
finger response to a fascist who wants to talk/discuss, 
Such a kind of behavior is showing you're afraid of 
communication without someone with a different opinion. 
That makes you a totalitarian yourself. 


tl. THE METHODS vie sai: 


fascist struggle could be divided into different parts, for 
me personally, First of all, it’s a part of the anti-capitalist 
struggle & the struggle to reclaim humanity. Practical 
seen, anti-fascism needs to be the voice of victims of 
fascist violence & laws. It needs to make random people 
aware of its necesity & that anti-fascism is something not 
just for left wing politicians, Fascists and others may not 
act/spread their ideas, it's necessary or otherwise other 
innocent people will loose all their freedom (which is 
already hard to obtain in our society). Thus, in short: 
oppressing them on a manner like they do isn’t a good 
way to get your point of views accross, but will prevent 
fascism to breed. Anti-fascism isn’t just the anti-fa vs nazi 


is this anti-fascism?! 


or just. frustration 
released in 


: ; ‘a wrong way? 


skins. According to me that’s plain arrogance, nothing 
more. What we need is a much slightlier sort off not any 
discriminating involved and using violence (and besides; 
most fascists are real bullies so it’s not them but you who 
will get the boot on the butt most of the times.). Practising 
these methods are easy, non-violent and pretty effective; 
censoring their ideas they' ve put on paper (by 
destroying/stealing fascist propaganda in your local 
library, mailboxes in your surroundings, spray-painting 
around, ripping off or paintbombing big panels/posters 
during election- or any other time), the people who're 
spreading crap on the street (by doing like you're 
interested and then grab the phamflets out of his hand and 
run away with it), mockery or this really funny manner 
which is often practised already here in Belgium: simple 
standing with a litter bin some metres away from the place 
where they're spreading their phamflets which propagate 
capitalism/solidarism, fascism and bigotry in general. 
Chapters where they hold meetings, make propaganda, 
run zines, run movements, etc., must be sieged (haha) too 
by doing angry or mockering phonecalls, spray painting 
walls/windows, pasting stickers, destroying/damaging 
windows or little things like putting some shit or firework 
in the mailbox. Organize a counter-demonstration when 
they want to hold a meeting in your neighborhood, and 
eventually you can also pay a visit at night at some home 
of someone who's active in (extreme) right-wing 
parties/movements (their politics can be taken personal so 
why don't respond personal to their politics?) Just go for 
it ya little bon sieging antifa paté! Be creative, use your 
imagination! But don’t try to make your actions 
reactionary in some way. Here’s another discussion but it 
can’t be unnoticed in this column: physical violence. If 
that’s what you believe in and you manage to gather 
around with like-minded buddies; go for it & make your 
hit and run. Or “situational” (e.g. not planned, 
improvised) violence, like at demos or just when you see 
pass by a famous local fascist and you think you'll will 
get off the best. Is violence the right method to fight 
fascism? No, it isn’t, but it’s an effective way to fight the 
fascists themselves, I think. With saying this 1 have to say 
that it takes more courage for an “anti-fascist” to just 
walk to someone you expect to be a “fascist” & just talk — 
no mockery shit or violence. Just plain talk. Than I think 
you show how human and sincere anti-fascism is for 
yourself and other people. Intern anti versus pro fights 
seems sometimes like childish little war game to many 
people, and it’s understandable they want to get excluded 
from it. Open sincere talks can cause more positive — 
permament!- results than threathening or bashing a fascist. 
An example: yesterday a friend and I had a pretty long 
talk with a fascist which could have ended up totally 
otherwise — in a fight because he was very angry for what 
we did at his bar. Fortunately it didn’t and I’m glad to 
know that guy his human side, someone has/had lots of 
problems, as a father and a husband, someone who has 
even similiar opinions on a (very) few things and just not 
as a fascist. Yep, I’m sick of the namecalling, but it’s a 
damn easy way to describe people so I’m continuing it. I 


learned other stuff though from the talk — that talking is 
way more worth than a-social direct action. But talking is 
often nothing more than an exchanging of words instead 
of actually listening to each other. More talking & 
discussions could change a lot, but what to do with 
aggressive neo-nazi’s or “intellectual” manipulative party 
fascists? Can words only solve the complex problem of the 
nowadays popularity of fascists? Can words turn the tide 
of neonazi violence & murders in countries such as czech, 
Germany & Poland? I don’t think so. The people who 
were speaking out against Hitler while he just ignored 
them & worked out his plans. Eventually he tracked every 
enemy of him down & exterminated most of them. While 
the partisans sabotaged & comitted assasins on important 
nazi’s, they probably couldn’t destroy whole the system at 
that time before the gaschambers were used because there 
weren’t enough people committed to go underground & 


ad. FASCISTS ABOUT 


FASCISM & _ FREE- 
SPEECH/DEMOCRACY 


The following article is written by Mare Joris, active in Flandrens 
rightwing nationalist party’ the "Vlaams Blok". It's about the relationship 
between fascist/racist speech and democracy, not free-speech. Although 
both are connected to each other and are sometimes equal to each other 
(Sometimes people speak of "your democratic right to .." instead of using 
the term free-speech), It’s an interesting article which can be 
interpretended as most of the fascists their opinion about free-speech. Read 


and weep. The article has the subtile title “Racism and Democracy” : 

“Until the Second Worldwar the United States and Great- 
Britain were openly racist states. Negro's and Chinese 
people had almost no rights in the Unites States. If they 
were suspected of comitting a crime they hardly had a 
change of getting a fair trial. Indians pined away in 
reservates. Frequently there were lynches against colored 
people. One law stated that a white woman would lost her 
American nationality if she would mary with a Chinese man. 
In some states it was forbidden to hold mariages between 
white and black people. And certainly in Southern states a 
very strict segregation existed. Colored people had apart 
schools, churches, neighborhoods and hospitals. In public 
buildings there wre apart toilets and apart drinkfontains. 
Such a segregation isn't a priori racist, because you 
could imagine a situation of separate but equal, but in 
practise this was always separate and very unequal. The 
British worldstate was also funded of the conception that 
whites belonged to the "superior race", and they had the 
right and even the duty to rule over "less gifted races". 
With a remarkable want of historical perspective they also 
practised this on primitive African tribes and nations 
with a millenia old civilisation, such as Indonesians and 
Chinese people. This colonial racism got tempered with a 
great doses of paternalism, and it was certainly less 
bloody and less unhuman than the theories of the nazis, 
but it was uncontradicted a form of biological racism. But 
for all that the United States and the British empire were 
in that period the last great strongholds of the 
democratic world. The demcoracy lasted over there while it 
waas enduring in a very deep crisis in other places. 
Except for in France, Switzerland and a few Scandinavian 
countries all states got into a period of autoritarian and 
even totalitarian rulers. But the racist British people 
and Americans stayed despite of the economic crisis and 
despite of the threathning of a world war stubborn loyal 
ro their democratic institutions. Later they beated the 
nazi's and the Japaneses. They installed a parlemantary 
morepartysystem in Japan, and repaired the democracy in 
Germany and the rest of Europe. It's not the intention to 
show with this that "racism isn't that so bad yet", But in 
this present political discours people make very easy an 
amalgam of two apprehensions which stand properly speaking 
complete free of each other: antiracism and democracy. 
Very often people use this two conceptions as the two 
sides of the same coing, almost as synonym, and that's a 
dangerous simplism. Don't forget there existed racist 
democracies and antiracist dictatures. Think of the 


terrorregimes of Lenin, Stalin, Mao and Pol Pot. They 
constantly pounded on the subject equality of all people 
and all races, but with united forces they killed about a 
hundred milion of this equal people. Racism and antiracism 
are ideological institutions. They're a part of an entire 
of ethical and society values-judgements. Democracy on the 
contrary is in principle free of values. It isn't an 
ideology, or a religion not even a political education. 
Brought back to it's essention it's a free formel 
political mechanism, a whole of gamerules that have to 
take care of it that the majority can determine the 
policy. Democratic legatimity is a political conception. 
It is etical neutral. If a democratic chosen government 
decides to invade a foreign country, and if this is 
approved by the parliament, than this decision is seen of 
democratic view fully legitimate, But with that you can’t 
see that this decision is also wise, or human, or 
justified. Democratic chosen parliaments have also 
approved stupid, barbaric, inhuman and absolutely 
unethical laws. The abortuslaw, for example. Or the laws 
which kept slavery alive untill 1864 in the Southern 
states. Or the Dutch euthanasialaws. Or this insane lawa 
which is approved by the Iran parliament about the size of 
the rocks which people have to use to throw at women who 
have comitted adultery. Those lays are sadly enough seen 
from a democratic point of view completely kosjer. But 
this doesn't mean that you can approve them ethical. Here 
an interstconflict is proceeded between ethic and 
democracy, and there aren't any usefull answers to setlle 
this conflict. If the majority of the population approves 
a racist law via the parliament, than this law is seen out 
of a democratic point of view as much legitimate as for 
example the present abortuslaw. The goddess Democracy 
doesn't matter about good or bad, or about fair or unfair, 
racist or antiracist. She always stand on the side of the 
majority. The goddess Democracy doesn't even stand always 
on the side of human-rights. We can only conclude 
carefully that a democratic system with its in-built 
mechanisms of division of authority, parliament control 
and periodic governmentexchances gives you more garanties 
against excesses or crueltys than a system in which the 
power in the hands of a few individus or groups is 
concentrated. In this supervision is the democracy, just 
as Winston Churchill said, the least worst of all 
political systems, But even democracy doesn't even git 
you absolute garanties against unhumanity or cruelty. 
Political debate would become a lot clearer and clearly 
arranged if we would give more respect to the distinction 
between democracy on the one side and ethic and ideology 
on the other side. People are wrong if they call the 70= 
demandsplan, a tighter asylumpolicy or a more severe 
nationallitylegalisation not acceptable because of ethical 
or ideoigical reasons. Those burdens have to be based with 
ethical or ideolgical arguments, and this can lead 
fertile discussion. But it has no use to kill the debate 
by the ridiculous arguments that such kinda ideas are not 
democratic and so should be not dizcussable. In the 
democracy everything has to be discussable in principle, 
And the democracy isn't really some weak little sheep. 
has survived the British colonialism, and the Americaif 
segregation in the southern states, so we will surely 
survive the 70 demandsplan that is in comparsion with the 
other examples is just very little beer. Ofcourse there 
are undemocratic parties. Parties for example who openly 
state that they want to introduce "the dictature of the 
proletariat". Or parties who're gathering weapons and 
train guerillafighters for a coup. Or parties who want te 
force their demands by bombcars or political murderings 
But in the present Belgian context this examples are of 
not what so ever political formation suitable. And it's 
clear that the undemocratic quality of suck kinda parties 
can be confirmed by looking to their methods, not thelr 
ideas. However noble and justified this ideas may be, such 
methods are seen from an ethical and democratic point of 
view unacceptable. There is only one political idea that 
people may call with right and reason "undemocratic", and 
that's the pleading of some totalitarian minds to abolish 
the elections, dissolve the parliament forever and entrust 
the government to one strong leader who isn't noone 
anything indebted. But that discours is only still hadnled 
in Europe by a few extreme-leftist groups. But surely not 
by the Flemish Block." 


(My original intention was to put remarks with this 
article, but I'm not going to. I expect you to be 
smart enough to look through all these lies. If you) 
feel the author is right on some points you can always 
contact me to talk about it. If you think I'm 
contradictionary by publishing a fascist article in my 
paper, it’s not (not at least in this context)! Dutell 
People can always ask "Conservatievenopener" to me if 
they want more information about the Flemish Block 
or/and want to distribute the paper.) 


de we Oe wat ™ 


[[we want more-more nonsense- more sense- more nonsense— more sense — more nonsense- we want more] 


rainado© 


g 


1] WARNING! Thinking to much can cause enor- 
mous headaches & alienation from your environ- 
ment. 

2] To me it seems that talking is the only solution to 
solve your own personal problems. Real talking, not 
words you'll be disappointed in later on, but expres- 
sions of feelings and sincerity. 


Some Smiles show Cheer ; Some merely show Teeth. 
(text on some Magic: the Gathering card) 

a 
Anyone gloryfleng another — whether that being some 
rockstar, a popular kid from school, Hitler, a “scenestar”, 
Lenin or just anyone can kiss my butt (the one more than 
the other of course). Really, I’m a human & so are you and 
that’s what makes us equal. I ain't Into rebellion, I’m just 
trying to be a human, & myself. I can stink, make often 
lame jokes, can be a-social, am afraid of conflicts, have not 
much self esteem, am sneaky, etc. I just ain't worth any- 
thing more or less than someone else. [anyone who calls 
him/herself an “anarchist” & thinks s/he’s better than 
people with a “sheepish mentality” is more of a 
sheep than the very same people they condemn of 
being sheep !] 

Oo REO 
Suppose there is a magic firecracker which enables 
all problems on the world when you light it. The only 
disadvantage is that its magic only works when it 
explodes in your ass. When you would offer it to 
some H-8000 hero he would say “no thanks dude, no 


eet Ser 


“Haunted House: This house is cursed. There is a 
ghost in these walls. Its started crying all the time 
because the spell has gone awry, and now its in no 
shape to speak of. How does our skin crawl around 
in this ethereal prison? No one hears the screams or 
sees the broken glass. They think its just the televi- 
sion. No one gets out and no one sees in. Not one of 
the neighbors has the common sense to phone in for 
an exorcism. Standing in the corner is our demented 
adversary! It is the lurker in the shadows that relies 
on intangibility to stay sane, But I can not stay... yet 
I cannot leave. I am kept nailed to the floor, by a 
finger! Sometimes I cut it off to spite the hand that 
feeds me.” —Milhouse (the infamous devilish HC 
rockband of course — great band expect for their 
choice to go commercial & their addiction to devil 


worshipping. Oh yeah, if you haven't noticed, the 
little creepy tale is symbolic criticism on people & 
their position on this world. [at least that’s what I've got 
out of it — haha!] ) 


I hate people making analyses of others their char- 
acter, likes and dislikes while hardly knowing them. 
An example: Yesterday I went visiting an irifo shop in 
a squat. I ringed the bell & knocked on the door but 
apparent no one was home, An old man passed by, 
read the painted slogans at the wall, grumphed an 
walked on. Than an old lady walked by & showed me 
with a smile another part of the squat were some 
people were. It’s funny how people can differ so 
much from each other. 

erat sc ON 
Today my mom told me I should take the heavy 
cramps in my neck for serious because it could be a 
sign for a brain fever. Suddenly I thought “what if I 
really have a brain fever & will die in a few months?”. 
We all think we're unbeatable but so thought proba- 
bly a lot of people who're suffering now from chroni- 
cal & deadly diseases...or got suddenly killed by 
accident. I think we all take life for granted, but 
maybe it’s a one time opportunity? Maybe life Is the 
beginning & the end of your existence, despite what 
religious fanatics tell you. I ain’t scared to die because 
what happens does happen & most of the times you 
can’t do a single thing about it. Sometimes you can’t 
fight for something (you've already lost), Maybe that 
scares me, because serious diseases and deaths can’t 
often be battled and shows us humans how weak we 
are. [I don’t want to be weak — neither I want to be 
strong or powerful. I just want security.) Maybe 
death scares me, because I like & love many things 
on this world & in my life and I don’t want to leave it 
all behind for what could be one black hole. 


There's this English doctor called Alec Bromcie who's 
an expert in the human nature of... farting. He wrote 
already two books about it, “The Complete Book of 
Farting” and “The Little Book of Farting”. Cool, you 
would say but this guy totally sucks, He says its 
necessary the first fart in a new relationship has to 
be introduced by the male. “If the woman lets the 
first fart, the man will have the feeling that she’s not 
sure about his masculinity.” (?!) He also states that 
you better don’t change to a vegetarian diet because 


farts of veggys stink more than meat eaters theirs 
(because a vegetarian diet is harder to digest). Meat 
eaters their farts are louder, ‘though, so that’s a 
good point for vegetarians. 


Sometimes music is like heaven. It takes you out of 
whatever shit you’re enduring & can put a smile on 
your face and tell how you feel. Music can’t cure any 
wound but it can helps you out a lot when there’s no 
one around to help. [sometimes music just rocks the 
hell out of you!!] 


Terrorism is still a controversial subject to talk about 
— there’s a lot of interesting literature to be found 
about it & many interesting examples of terrorist 
acts. A booklet I’m reading now is called “You can’t 
blow up a social relationship”, written by anarchists 
who're opposed to terrorism. I quote: “You can’t 
blow up a social relationship. The total collapse of 
this society would provide no guarantee about what 
replaced it. Unless a majority of people had the ideas 
and organization sufficient for the creation of an 
alternative society, we would see the old world 
reassert itself because it is what people would be 
used to, what they believed in, what existed unchal- 
lenged in their own personalities. Proponents of 
terrorism and guerrillaism are to be opposed because 
their actions are vanguardist and authoritarian, 
because their ideas are wrong or unrelated to the 
results of their actions, because killing cannot be 
justified, and finally because their actions produce 
either repression with nothing in return or an 
authoritarian regime.” 


i guess there are 
still people Who Ean 
look to people Slowly 
starving to death & 
still say that it’s all 
their own goddamn 


fault, 
ey Sian ae aE eee 


I'm drunk and even though I have “a good time” it 
doesn't feel right to me because | can’t communicate 
at all than + act stupid (stupid i1- a way of having no 
respect) sometimes, so I don’t want to become 
drunk anymore & minimalize drinking. I don’t want to 
see myself in the future as some guy who can't feel 
himself comfortable at parties or whatever without 
drinking. 
Be 
“You want a revolution? Well, take everyone's com- 
puter, radio and TV and you will have one.” Nice 
said, and you wouldn't believe what kind of sucky 
person told me this. (hypocrisy; still alive & kicking) 
SE SS 
I hate to prove myself. To who or what should I 
prove myself? To idealism [Idealism on a society can 
suck you dry, provides unrealist lies & make you dependant] 
? To “scene people” who think whole the world 
belongs to them [abusers of what’s supposed to be a 
space for everyone — not just people who think all the same 
about stuff - remember freedom, communication & toler- 
ance] ? To my family [who have complete other expecta- 
tions of life & the world in general?] ? To my friends [why 
the hell should I have to proof myself to people who accept 
you as you are?]? Proving yourself —how cool you are 
or how tough you are or how radical left-wing you 
are or how DIY & underground & active you are or 
whatever- always suck & is plain childish. I feel I 
have nothing to label on myself or to say I did that & 
that because what's the point of it anyway & why the 
hell should I need confirmation of other’s on my own 
One of the worst things that could happen to you is 
“friends” acting like you're a disease when a close 
relative from you dies. And that happens a lot, I 
think. 
jae 
I saw a whole bunch of youngsters dance inside a noisy 
pub. It’s a stupid rainy day, it’s 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
and it’s your average weekday and still these people man- 
age to party like nothing outside matters. It takes a lot of 
euphory.... or booze to get partying already. 


Ever thought about how society is infecting the social 
nature of humans. If you wanted you could get in 
touch with anyone in your town or city & talk with 
them, get befriended and maybe even in love, that 
would be like 


*I can't relate to 
many people's 
favors and dislikes. 
Take being drunk 
for example; if 
people like to be 
drunk that’s fine by 
me as long as they 
don’t bother other 
people, but when 


an utopia. 
But that’s not 
how it works, 
unfortu- 
nately. Real 
life is not 
Dawson’s 
Creek [for all 
you non- 


viewers, it’s a cheesy TV soap in which a couple of 
teenagers manage to get along & talk about every- 
thing with each other — sounds very unrealistic, no? 
Anyway, I felt like a sucker for this show. Another 
scene point lost, damn. ©] & that’s not a token of 
relief, I hate it when I live up to other people's ex- 
pectations (= proving yourself), and I try to resist to 
that. But I just can’t do this on my own, I’m to weak 
for that + don’t even want it than. I like to dream 
about a little group of fellow’s who all get along with 
each other & feel an invisible tie no one could break 
never ever. But that’s dreaming & what we unfortu- 
nate humans do is living. 


[Some ingredients of an average Western's so-called social 
life: parties for the youth (preferable with a fashionable 
outfit & a mind on dope), special occasions for adults (going 
out with relatives you see twice a year & talk about washing 
powders, how good the food Is, etc.), smoking (easier to 
start conversations), doing soft drugs for the youth (you'll 
direct belong to your select group of users & dealers),... Oh 
what the heck, to sum up: “social life” in a Western civilisa- 
tion is simply defined as conform & act your act. Cliché said, 
but to me it really is.] 


‘they are killing 
me tonight. they 
are murdering me 
tonight.” — Gary Graham June, alias Shaka 


Sankofa, before he got executed. He stated in his last 
written words again that he did not kill Bobby Lambert and 
that it was a setup without (!) any decent proofs. Gary 
Graham put executioner George W. Bush on his witness list 
and invited the governor to see what had done to 135 
people yet... The governor's spokesman said, "We respect- 
fully decline." Bush didn’t have the courage of his convic- 
tions, and left an empty seat at the Graham execution... 


—$ 


All these people walking around on this globe with 
their own life, thoughts & hopes. Ever thought about 
how diverse mankind actually is? Who of those 
persons has the truth? Is there a truth actually? I 
don’t think so, but rather vague words which fit with 
most people might sound as “the truth”: respect, 
honesty, loyalty, blahblah. “Go DIY or fckn DIE!”, 
that’s my truth & it’s in your face fucker. Hahahaha! 
Just kidding of course. I hope you were surprised by 
my sudden attack. Long live the freedom I have 
given myself to say & do whatever I want in this 
zine! [dear reader, please forgive me. I promise you 
T'll have something real to say for the next issue... 
©] 


In Germany fascists who have kicked out every foreigner of 
a certain neighborhood call the place a “national liberated 
zone”. Anarchists who have build a little community free 
from any authorities call It “an independent liberated zone”. 
Why is it that some radical leftists resemble themselves qua 
use of language & methods of action with radical right- 
wingers, even if they don’t want to? 


i 
I make faults all the time in my life, stuff I can help 
& stuff I can’t. It makes me feel shitty if I know I 
was wrong with doing/saying something I shouldn't 
have done/said, but could I always help it? Aren’t we 
all making faults & isn’t that something you learn 
from? Faults are a part of your life, but at least you 
can try to prevent making them. It still sucks tough 
that you have to make faults before you can learn & 
get some experience. 


@ reasons wry 


FASCISTS COULDN'T 
DRIVE IN 1993: 


% — lan Stuart Donaldson, founder of Blood and 
Honour, a music organization for neo-nazis, and 
singer of bonehead “white power" band Screwdriver 
got screwed to death in September 1993 in a car 
crash, 

% A couple of months before lan crashed other like 
minded shitheads, the nazi band Violent Storm, 
wiped themself away in another carcrash, 

= On the 29th of November ‘93 5 young men 
found death in a car-accident in Belgium. The five 
victims, under which a VBJ-member (youthsection of 
the VB fascist party), were heading back from a nazi- 
party that found place In a motorclub. The carwreck 
was stuffed with naziflags, insignes and weapons. 
Soon some youth organized a party to celebrate this 
accident, It was called the “crash party’, 

The moral of these stories all fascists out there should 
keep in mind? 


xk! DRIVE ON !x 


tT 


“The revolution is lost by the idle revolters. With their 
fuck-society culture with their stagnant threats. The 
beaten beast imitates its dreaded master by gnawing 
at its own leg. It’s easy to see what's wrong and 
never search for what’s right. You try to find yourself 
by following someone else. The corrupt competition 
of the hated world has been transferred into your 
society pit. Hypocrite. Lies. Fucking violence. You are 
what you despise.” — Iconclast’s song “Wit's End” 


About saying hi... this might sound complete wacko to 
you but I can have problems with saying hi to some 
people I haven't seen in a while & never been good 
befriended with. When I’m not in the mood to come up 
to them & talk a bit I just think “do they care what the 
hell I’m doing now, are they interested, etc.” & in that 
way I just shut myself being the poor ashamed boy as I 
am & wait if they'll approach me, Most of the times they 
don't, so I think they’re not interested. It's not that I like 
it or want It, I often regret this kind of behavior because 
it might come of very arrogant. Maybe some of those 
people could become friends, you never know how life 
turns out, so... On the other hand I can feel miserable 
with not saying hi to people just because I know nothing 
to say to them or because I had some argument or 
something like that with them, That last one happened 
already some times, like with a girl I used to be “little 
boyfriend & girlfriend” with when I was 12, or with a girl 
at my school who did once a zine & quit with everything, 
or with a guy who was once a bit angry at me because I 
reviewed his record pretty aggressive, etc. In fact I’m 
ashamed right now, because I know I can handle most 
attacks on me & I even like to be teased so why just 
pick out those few people & avoid all contact with them? 
Am I just searching for a reason to not bother anymore 
about those particular persons? I’m just afraid of getting 
a long with people I ain't be- 
friended with I think, 


1) Haha! Simply amazing, that's 
all I can say of what I just saw 
on the national news. It’s elec- 
tion time right now & almost 
every Belgian starts to believe 
the Flemish Block is a tradi- 
tional party. They should be 
“only more right-wing than the 
liberals”. Here's what hap- 
pened: a political TV program 
invited Dewinter (spokesman of 
the fascist Flemish Block) to 
participate in a discussion in the 
Netherlands. About twenty 
antifascists waited for Dewinter 
& soon as he arrived he needed 
the police to get into the build- 
ing. The driver of Dewinter’s car 
(no, all you rightist worker class 
people, Dewinter’s a high soci- 
ety guy too inspite of what he 
says) got wounded & his car 
got smashed. As the discussion 
started people got inside the 
studio and threw brown paint 
all over Dewinter, Later on, 
when the discussion could 
finally start there was so much 
noise outside the building from 
fireworks of the anti-fascists 


that the live (!) program had to stop for a while. 
Eventually Dewinter had to leave in a police van 
escorted by policemen of foreign origin (! -> You 
should know that the Flemish Block runs heavily 
campaign against foreign people becoming police- 
men). The news flash closed of with a close-up view 
on a book which was lying in the backseat in Dewin- 
ter’s car. It was “My father Rudolf Hess” by Wolf. R. 
Hess he was reading, although it could be possible 
activists threw it into his car which would be still a 
nice touch to whole the thing though. 

2) Damn. The Flemish Block got again —despite 
opinion polls- more votes in recent elections & is the 
biggest or second biggest party in a few big cities. 
Dewinter got the most preference votes in the 
Flanders. Alarming, I hear a scenario of Austria 
coming up... Extreme right is the climate of the 
Flanders, that’s for sure. Maybe it all was predictable 
since a few years ago about 50% of the people over 
here said they were racist. A rich country needs 
ignorant people it seems. 

3) The Flemish Block is the biggest party in Antwerp, 
but can’t run the city since all other parties had 
signed an agreement that no one would work to- 


gether with them after the elections. But if one out of 
three Antwerps vote for a fascist problem there is 
truly something going on over there. 


Today at my temporary job I realized what one of my 
main problems is for already quite a time. I never 
thought about finding a balance being introvert (= 
dreaming/thinking/reasoning, being out of touch 
which what is going on in your direct environment) & 
being in touch with people. It’s not that I like to be 
egocentric, but I like to -& that’s how the hip hoppers 
of da hood say- chill a fot. Just laying down in my 
bed, putting on some music and reading a bit. I like 
watching TV also, but not to much. I used to follow 
some series on TV but I’m proud to say I ain't fol- 
lowing anything anymore (I have to admit tough that 
I would like to follow that cheesy Dawson's Creek 
soap but I can’t — I’m deeply embarrassed now with 
saying this but that’s what you have to pay for the 
brutal truth, haha! By the way Dawson is a brutal 
emokid too! Shut up Tijs, you just ruined your HC status 
symbol as a hard assed njoew jork HC kid. Can someone 
please kill the nonsense level?). Yeah, sometimes it 
feels good to be just alone & relax, trying to clean up 
your room, listening to music, reading a bit, think 
about future plans,... 
___———— 
A bus ride from school to the station... I hear that 
guy who found it once very funny to throw a sand- 
which in the middle of nowhere which had to land on 
my “please land on me” jacket saying to someone 
else with a stupid grin: “Extreme right is OK because 
it ruins the world, and everything must be wasted so 
everyone behind me will get wasted to”. The other 
guy, a real loudmouth of my class, laughed and 
nodded. Shit, I thought, some people looking normal 
& handsome are truly fucked in their mind. I would 
like to say to the guy that if he really wants to con- 
tribute by fucking up the world he should start with 
ruining his girlfirends’ life, than his mom & dad. My 
positive (posicore go!) solution to make him and me 
happy would be advising him that he should start 
ruining himself first, so people haven't to put up with 
such kinds of mindless psychopatic ramblings. 
, 
Sex, that’s all I could think about today. I must have fanta- 
sised about the wild thing for about a hundred times, I 
dreamed about my first time like a real wus should do. 
Today was the sex day. 


rr 
**A few hours ago I was petting Basil. Basil is the cat 
of the neighbors & has no tale (he lost it somewhere 
in the middle of the night). Sometimes (secretly — 
because my parent's don’t want him in our house) I 
let him in to let him sleep in my bed. Than he 
awakes always at 5 or 6 0’ clock and feel him walk- 
ing over me. Everyday I give him some cheese be- 
cause he’s crazy about it. When you walk at night in 


our street you'll surely meet him because he always 
walks onto humans. He always follows me & when I 
start to run he runs after me. He’s one hell of a cool 
cat. A few minutes ago I was petting him again. He 
stood there with his head faced to the ground, trying 
to breath & blood dripping out of his mouth & nose. 
He couldn’t even notice me. He got hit when my 
mom put the car in the garage. Right now he's 
struggling for his fife & hope he'll recover from his 
broken jaw & whatever else he might have. On the 
other hand I can't give myself illusions but still hope 
he'll get through it. ; 

** ... & he got! But there’s no security yet about 
brain damage but he’s alive & relative doing OK & 
that’s the most important. *** He fully recovered & 
is alive & kicking! **** This made me think about 
having pets. I like cats & dogs very much, but it can 
makes you really sad when they eventually die. So 
maybe It’s better not to have any pets in house? On the 
other hand, you wouldn’t distance yourself from old 
people or very sick people because you know they'll 
probably die sooner than you, do you?! 
ee 
Why is it that I sometimes think people want to 
romanticize themselves by doing a personal zine? I 
doubt many of those kids their real life (not as de- 
scribed by them in their zine) is that romantic. Don’t 
get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with real 
romance but it’s just so unrealistic. To me it’s like a 
beautiful dream. Maybe it's my own fault that I 
haven’t experienced real romance in my eighteen 
year old existence. I’m just not the kid you could call 
a young adult. I have my bad sides too, like being 
out of touch with everything near me or something 
like that. I know that & I ain’t planning to change 
that because I know I can't, it’s just a part of my 
being. I want to change other things tough, like 
getting more real of my dreams, trying to express 
more difficult emotions, but it’s all so hard, you 
know. But I guess if you want to partake or create 
your own world of passion & romance you have to 
go for it. My own conclusion: stop whining & start 
doing. Now let's try to live up to these words... 


ABOUT PRE-JUDICE & LOOKS 

1.There’s two things you can do as a punk: distances you 
completely from “other people” by dressing like the cliché 
punk or just keeping your natural look & be a punk in your 
mind and acts. I haven't any problems at all with people 
with mohawks, or clothes ripped on purpose, don’t get me 
wrong. But if you want to Introduce “the other people” to 
your Ideas, your way of living, altematives for the capitalist 
structures you better look like someone they can identify 
with. And how much I would like that but I guess most 
conservative grandmothers and -fathers wouldn't like to 
listen to someone looking like “a punk”. It’s prejudice & it’s 
wrong, I know It but that’s how it is & you can chose to say 
“fuck you” to all pre-judged minded people towards 
punk/DIY or you can make a compromise and get so more 
ways to spread your ideas for more Important struggles than 


something like pre-judgement towards punks and different 
looking people (although it’s linked with fascism — and that's 
already one of the worst things going on nowadays) — and if 
you want to you can also let the average man & woman In 
your street aware that being punk or DIY or whatever has 
nothing to do with how you look. It's egoist to “do whatever 
you want” (that’s the definition of punk for many), you leave 
many opportunities behind which you could use for improv- 
ing struggles. 
2. Here in Belgium you have a typical kind of youth, they're 
called “Jonnies” (for the boys) & “Marinas” (for the girls). 
They have most of the times no problems with their parents 
because they look very nice and clean with the gel in thelr 
hair, tight pants and marking cloths. But on the inside you'll 
find your worst nightmares. Many Jonnies & Marinas like 
drugs (XTC for da parties & weed “from the niggers” for just 
avoiding boredom after school or “getting In the right mood” 
for wild parties), they have not 
many ethics, they just “profit 
from their life” & that’s it. They 
take what. they can get, no 
matter what or who suffers 
from It. I went once to two 
typical Jonnie bars in my city 
but it was quite dull. It was like 
watching the guys I went with 
getting more & more drunk 
while I was just sitting there 
waiting for.. what? Sigh. 
3. Many youngster laugh with 
‘old women who color their hair 
blond but the same ones think 
it’s “normal” so many kids are 
walking around with thelr hair 
colored to In blond too - & 
that’s not funny according to 
them. That's discrimination on 
base of age, no? 
——__—_-_"" 
I wonder how some people 
have the guts to call the 
intention to be an individual 
seeking for fulfilling only 
personal pleasures revolu- 
tionary. Is that’s what it's 
all about? Having fun, 
entertaining ourselves? No, 
I guess not because I can’t 
imagine a Red Cross vol- 
unteer having the fun of her 
life while feeding starving 
children. I can’t believe it’s 
fun either to go to a re- 
membrance march of a 
migrant who has died under 
the hands of a cop with a 
big smile on your face. In 
this way you can say this 
are more emotional hap- 


penings, but in fact every political action has an 
emotional value. I don’t say you should be sad or go 
with feelings of guilty to a protest but you shouldn't 


pretend on the other side you have the fun of your 
life. I don’t say some protests aren’t fun, but I don't 
believe fun is the main goal/factor of protests. Of 
course it’s always a pluspoint when you can have fun 
on supposed boring demos with your friends. Face it, 
actions aren’t there to entertain you, just as they 
aren't their to disappoint you either. They're here 
because it’s the voice of people, to show they aren’t 
happy with some things going on. It’s,intention is to 
get some things moving ,and if it doesn’t work this 
time, perhaps it will next time! 


I just got a message from a boy outta the gates who 
will come to Europe this summer. After his trip he 
will live together in a house with some friends. I got 
this feeling of “damn, what the 
hell am I still doing here?” 

I’m scared for people who 
believe in something as positive 
egoism. It scares because those 
people only care about stuff 
because they care about them- 
selves. It’s like a honest body 
with one big, ball of hypocrisy in 
the belly. 
————————————S— 
It seems the Christmas depres- 
sion has again conquered the 
minds of so many people. Too 
many people. I ain’t feeling that 
well neither. Maybe we all 
realize how lonely we really are 


Snow is beautiful. Just as the 
night it covers all the ugly parts 
on this world. For a while. 


Today I thought a lot about 
someone i feel strongly related to 
although we don’t know each 
other that long yet and haven't 
met. It’s sad that we live so long 
from each other ‘cause I’m sure 
we would be the best of friends. 


ovonmnmnmo 
Some cultural di- 
lemma’s/crisis stuff: 

@ I'm not constantly aware that 
Im a_ feminist. Just like most 
men I’m constantly aware that 
I'm a part of the sexist problem 
too, even if I don’t want that to 


feminist but words are just words, you know. If you 
want a label; I'll call myself pro-feminist & anti- 
sexist, but Ill never know how it must be to be a 


be. Its easy to say you're a 


woman in a patriarchal society + I have privileges 
Tm still living with. 

That has nothing to do with it. I have only been a 
scientist. Socialism will happen spontaneous, but I 
hope it won't happen while I’m still living.” — Karl 
Marx in an interview where he got asked if he would 
feel comfortable in a socialist society because he was 
a very bourgeois kind of guy. I’m not living that 
bourgeois as Marx but I’m a typical middle class 
wanker so I thought “I’m want to see a collective 
society not based on capital and hierarchy, but will I 
feel comfortable too if a revolution would happen?”. 
And I will. I consider this to be my struggle to even 
as a hetero white middle class kid with all those 
privileges. Of course it might be hard to live a com- 
plete other life in such a society but it's something 
you have to get used to & if everyone will be much 
happier T’'ll be too. 

‘@ Why can't I feel attraction to boys just as I feel 
them to girls? Can please someone explain me that? 
Give me one reason why you can't love someone of 
your same gender just as a hetero couple loves each 
other. I’m stuck on this one... 

@.Slaves of fashion by Burning Kitchen (punk rock 
n roll against state control!): “Here I stand, naked 
like the day when I was born. Not really unhappy, 
but of course I’d need bit of this and that, push up, 
squeeze in — and perhaps a little bit more of both. 
Fucked over by the rules of conformity I know so 
well I am. But let’s pretend just for this night that 
they don’t apply to me, I’m independent and alterna- 
tive, I decide for my own. 

But then again, who wants to be ugly? Who wants to 
be ugly? Not me! 

We're beautiful just the way we are, and there’s no 
such thing as ugly. Skinny, fat, short or long — a little 
of this and that or perhaps a bit of both. Of course it 
doesn’t matter, I love you anyway, just like i love 
myself. Let's be happy forever, our beautiful souls 
forever together. Clothes and body are just shells 
that do not last. 

But then again, who wants to be ugly? Who wants to 
be ugly? Not me!” 

This is written from a women’s perspective so I can’t 
relate to this fully. But who decides who's beautiful 
and who's ugly? And why do we show more interest 
for people with a good appearance when we first 
meet them? Why hate so many people themselves 
because they look “ugly”? Why I’m I afraid to look 
“ugly”? Things like that...... 


I’m in a yuck mood right now. Yuck, that’s right. It stands 
for being not in the mood for anything, being whiny and 
dead tired & just thinking about how less you slept last 
night. © 

——  _- 
“It’s better to be hated for what you are than to be 
loved for what you're not” — fuck that, let’s turn it 


around: it’s better to be loved for what you are than 
to be hated for what you are not. Love is the only 
thing out there; you hatecore freaks! Oh, Caliban 
wrote a nice song: “It’s better to be hated for what I 
am than to be loved for what I’m not. Excuse me but 
in this world I’m not really interested in people who 
say love is wrong. Because it I simply easier to 
disregard than to deal with.” In your face!!! © 
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Howard Stem ran for Govemor of New York State in 1994 as the 
Livertarian candidate. His campaign slogans was “A Volt for Every 
Vote”, After his foray into politics, Stem changed from a pro- to 
basically anti-death penalty position. His reason: "I guess that 
I realize that I can't trust the same assholes who 
come after me for allegedly "indecent" broad- 
casts to decide who should live and die." 


“It seems so many people nowadays are driven 
by anger and hatred — it almost seems cool to be 
negative nowadays. Fuck that. I’m pissed off 
and angry enough of the time to know it sucks 
and is counter productive. I know that when I’m 
happy I’m much more productive, compassion- 
ate and fun — so why dwell on negativity? I say 


Posi for the new millenium baby!” -the guy of 
Rumpshaker zine told this in a zine called Holy Noise 


“There is no such thing as a free press, you 
know it, and I know it. There is not one of you 
who would dare to write his honest opinion. The 
business of a journalist is to destroy truth, to lie 
outright, to pervert, to vilify, to fall at the feet of 
Mammon and sell himself... for his daily bread. 
We are tools, vassals of rich men behind the 
scenes. We are jumping jacks. They pull the 
strings, we dance. Our talents, our possibilities 
and our lives are the property of these men. We 


are intellectual prostitutes.” -John Swainton, New York 
Times Editor to his staff on retirement. 


“1 used to be into hotels, but with prisons I can 


guarantee 100% occupancy every night.” ~ Privn 
‘Managing director of Sodexho confirming how fixked up this prisonindhstry is in 
the States, Sodexho is a hotel corporation buts also buying in the prisondinustry by 
fronting their own money, builidng and running prisons. The govemment pays: 
them later back, they allow no limits on how much they can expand, 


Communication by mail has decreased last years 
because of the world-wide adaptation of e-mail. 
Nevertheless, paper mail is still a popular communi- 
cation tool by lots of people. As long as mail exist 
authorities will try to have a financial monopoly & 
control on it, just as other communication tools like 
telefaxes, e-mails & telephones. The increasing cost 
of postage to mail letters and packages is bringing 
down our standard of living. To remedy this de- 
plorable situation, some counter control measures 
can be applied. That’s why these tips perhaps might 
help you to ignore the governments influence on 
your own private mail. I’ve obtained the information 
about “wax seals” and “the secret coding for the 
president” by a file listed in a sort of anarchist 
cookbook. | got the info on mail security of the ALF 
site. . 


If you want to safe money on stamps you can do 
the good old glue/soap trick. It’s very simple, and 
if you do it carefully you can save a lot of money 
on your mail for years on a row! What do you have 
to do? You take some wet soap, hobby white glue 
or a glue stick (just try both and look what*s the 
best result; glue of a stick like Elmer and Pritt is the 
most popular) and smear it all over the stamp’s 
surface. When using stickglue, you better moist the 
stamp before you glue it (so the glue with get 
spread evenly). Make there’s a layer of about 
0,5mm soap/glue on your stamp, not that much 
since you don't want to make the picture of the 
stamp look blurry. Let the stamp dry. Now post 
your package/letter and make the receiver of your 
mail knows s/he has to send back your stamps by 
noting it in your letter. When you'll receive your 
stamps back you weak the stamp of with some 
water and the glue with the postmark stamped on it 
is easy to remove with some water. Don*t write 
your name or address on your envelop, in case the 
post notices you've messed with your stamps 
they" Il know to find you since they consider this as 
fraud. If you get caught & they find out who you are 
and where you live you might come off with a 
simple warning or in the worst case a visit of the 
police with a fine. If you get caught again or are 
very unlucky to receive a fine at first (most of all 


they first give a warning tough) you'll get off with a 
big fine around 1000$. When the post people find 
out & they warn the authorities, be calm & act your 
role. It has happened already a few times someone 
receiving a letter with glued/soaked stamps gets 
asked by some cops who sent the letter. There are 
several possibilities to mislead them this way, tell it 
was a blank chain letter or some unpersonal letter 
or whatever, use your imagination but NEVER give 
the authorities any clue there was an ad- 
dress/name inside the letter & that you have no 
idea who send you the envelop. | know a guy who 
has problems with the Belgian authority right now 
because a pen-pal of Spain gave some local cops 
who asked who send the package with glued 
stamps his name & address. Belgium has this 
system called Go-Pass, it's a 10 trip traincard, 
where you have to fill for every trip your de- 
part/destination & date. | guess many countries 
have introduced a sort-like system by now. Want to 
tide for free? Practice the same trick as with the 
stamps: put some glue on it before you write your 
trip info + on the place where the conductors are 
going to place their mark. Be careful, don’t put to 
much glue on it, because unlike your stamps this 
gets a very attentive look! When the conductors 
places a mark on the trip you just wash it out with 
some water later at home. Work very clean, don’t 
smear open any ink. The most important thing is 
the mark which has to be washed of for a 100%. If 
there's still some little parts of it left you can gum 
or scrap it away. Your trip is ready to get used 
again! When you get caught, be very innocent; you 
don*t know at all how you can mess with your 
tripcard, you just lost it for a while and that’s why it 
looks a bit dirty (771). It sounds strange, but it 
worked once for mel) . By the way conductors can 
contact an anti-fraud brigade if they really want to. 
It seems they*re rubbing with their finger every 
time now here in Belgium over the tripcard, 
Strange. 

A very effective & easy trick is to put your 
stamps on unusual places, a little below the right 
corner is the best place. The markmachine will 
mark beside your stamps. Don’t exaggerate, put 
your stamps still in sight! Ask your correspondent 


to send your stamps back if theyre unmarked. It's 
also nice to know that in fact there is nothing illegal 
going on with this trick. Many people re-use un- 
marked stamps. 

There is a little secret coding or gimmickry on 
mail. Most countries their postage stamps have an 
invisible ink coding that flouresces in ultraviolet 
light. Partly this is to detect counterfeiting of 
stamps. Mostly, it is to speed up sorting. Canceling 
machines shine an ultraviolet beam on letters and 
check for a glow. Calcium silicate (which glows 
orange-red) and zinc orthosilicate (which glows 
yellow-green) are used. They are printed over the 
entire surface of » 
stamps or in a geomet- 
tic pattern. It's very 
easy to beat this sys- 
tem. You take an used 
stamp, put it on your 
envelop & put a fake 
one with the same 


ammount above _ it 
(print, press, xerox, 
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whatever... It's very 
easy nowadays to 
make a_ high-quality 
color copy.). The 
markmachine will think 
it's a normal unused 
stamp on it because of 
the fluoresces ink of the 
real stamp underneath 
the fake one. When this 
system didn’t exist yet 


resces ink scammers made simple photostats! My 
teacher once told he used to make black/white 
photostats of a sheet of B/W stamps (there were 
many different black/white stamps in the eighties) 
and simply used these copies as stamps! In Eng- 
land this easy trick was very popular too, until they 
introduced the golden queen emblem to avoid any 
more xerox tricks & other fraud stuff. 

Wax seals are not a guarantee against unau- 
thorized opening of a letter. Government agencies 
have specialists to open any envelop without doing 
any damage. Even envelops protected with seals 
aren’t safe anymore for the sneaky hands of the 
CIA. According to the C/A Flaps and Seals Manual, 
edited by John M. Harrison (Boulder, Colo.: Pala- 
din Press, 1975), there is a way to remove and 
replace seals. First the opener takes a plaster-of- 
paris cast of the seal. This is set aside to harden, 
The wax is gently heated with an infrared lamp. 
When soft, it is rolled into a ball and set aside. The 
flap of the envelope is steamed open, and the 
letter is taken out and photocopied. After the en- 
velope’s contents and replaced and the flap re- 
sealed, the same wax is used to re-create the seal. 


The fact the post is monitored is no surprise as, historically, the 
Post Office was set up to facilitate letter opening. Anything sent 
to a BM Box, PO Box or other address deemed to be subversive 
will certainly be looked at. People blacklisted by the state will be 
monitored too. These days it is not necessary to physically open 
the letter, a fiber-optic scope with a fish-eye lens similar to those 
used in microsurgery can be pushed through the flaps of the 
envelop. Computer graphics programs straighten out and 
reassemble the images. (info: Green Anarchist, #56) 
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It is heated till pliable and pressed back into shape 
with the plaster-of-paris mold. One type of seal is 
secure, even according to CIA Flaps And Seals 
Manual: one made of two or more colors of wax 
melted together. The colors inevitably come out 
different on the second pressing. But a color Po- 
laroid of the seal must be sent under separate 
cover so that the letter’s recipient can compare it 
with the seal on the message letter. None of the 
common seals are reliable against unauthorized 
opening, assuming that knowledgeable letter- 
openers may want to open your mail. Scoth tape 
across the flap of an envelop come of clean with 
tetra- 
: (ap- 
plied with a 
‘ brush or a 
hypodermic 
? needle). If you 
suspect that 
someone is 
sheet of carbon 
or wax paper. 
The heat and 
mechanical 


treatment of 
the letter 
opening will 
smudge _ the 
carbon and 
melt the wax. 
Otherwise, you 
have to exam- 
letters 
carefully to detect prior opening. A tom flap, 
smudging of the flap glue, flattened ridges in the 
flap, or concave (from the back) curling due to 
steaming are evidence of opening. A more sophis- 
ticated test requires steaming part of the envelope 
near the flap for fifteen seconds. Then place the 
envelope under an ultraviolet lamp. If there is a 
difference in flourescence between the steamed 
and the unsteamed part of the envelope, then the 
envelope paper is suitable for the test. If so, ex- 
amine the unsteamed part of the flap under the 
ultraviolet lamp. If it shows a different flourescence 
than the other unsteamed parts of the envelope, it 
indicates that the flap may have been previously 
steamed. The ultraviolet lamp is also useful in 
detecting invisible writing. An effective ultraviolet 
ink need not flouresce brightly, as the silicate 
stamps inks do. Any substance that changes the 
flourescence of paper in ultraviolet light yet is 
invisible in ordinary light will work, Prisoners have 
used human urine as an invisible ink. Salt water, 
vinegar, milk, fruit juices, saliva, and water solu- 
tions of soap or drugs also work, with varying 
degrees of legibility. Postal chiselers used to mail 
letters unstamped in the knowledge that they 
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would be delivered | 


anyway-postage due A 


to the recipient. It 
took a person with 
guts to mail personal 
letters this way, but 
many people did it on 
bill payments. So the 
post office changed 
its policy. It stopped 
delivering letters 
without stamps. A 
letter with a stamp— 
even a_ one-cent 
stamp—is _ delivered 
(postage due if need 
be). A letter with no 
stamp is returned to 
the sender. 

Naturally, this had 
just opened up a new 
way of cheating. 
Letters can now be 
mailed for free in the 
States by switching 
the positions of the 
delivery address and 
the return address. If 
there is no stamp on 
the envelope, it will 
be "returned" -- that 
is, delivered to the 


Then the customer 
has cheated the 
post office. The 
post office also 
loses out if the 
customer honestly 
forgets to put a 
stamp on the enve- 
lope. But the blame 
ought to be shared 
with the peculiar 
design of Citibank's 
envelope. Citibank's 
motive is plain: If 
payment envelopes 
are returned to 
forgetful customers, 
it delays payment. 
In Europe they'll 
normally fine the 
address when there 
are no or not 
enough stamps on 
the envelop, so this 
trick doesn’ t work. 
Coca$Cola = 
murder is what 
happened in Bel- 
gium. Here’s the 
story in a_ letter: 
“Hello Elvis, thanks 
for your letter. I'd 


address in the upper © Monday morning: FBI dork at work opening “suspicious” —_ have expected 
left corner — which is __ letters after having had a hard week-end of chasing radical something _differ- 
where the sender  bombthrowing leftwing chaotists and sniffing coke G..& ent... there's 
wanted it to go in the ‘they, always wear the black glasses so you can't notice = pamely a reason 
first place. Unlike they’re all the time walking around stoned as a monkey!) why | didn’t wrote 


under the old system, 

the letter is not postage-due. At most the recipient 
gets a stamped purple reminder that "the post 
Office does not deliver mail without postage.” Put a 
fake address as the “destination”, to withhold your 
address/name. At least one large company seems 
to have adapted this principle to its billing. Citibank 
bases its MasterCard operations in South Dakota/ 
U$A. The bill payment envelops have the Citibank 
Sioux Falls address in both the delivery address 
and the return address positions. (Most bill pay- 
ment envelopes have three lines for the customer 
to write in his return address.) Therefore, tegard- 
less of whether the customer puts a stamp on the 
envelope, it is delivered to Citibank. (The return- 
address gimmick works even when the return 
address is in a different state from the mailing 
point.) 

Who is cheating whom? If the customer puts the 
correct postage on the envelope, it is delivered to 
Sioux Falls at customer expense. No one is the 
payment is delivered at the post Office expense. 


you back. Your last 
letter with my 7’s, | have never got them... Well, 
however... | did got them.. A time ago | got the 
unpleasant honor to get the visit of ' some cops’, 
They had some questions concerning a letter that 
arrived at the Coca$Cocla company in Anderlecht... 
About a threatening letter which ‘Id have “com- 
posed together with Elvis’ & send to the 
Coca$Cola company. | immediately understood 
that it was a big misunderstanding when they 
showed me the copies of the “vinyls with inciting 
lyrics” that were also present in that “parcel 
bomb”... You probably forgot to write my address 
on that envelop & because of the Coca$Cola 
sticker on the parcel, the postal services thought 
that the letter was addressed to Coca$Cola... And 
the person responsible for the correspondence at 
Coca$Cola thought that there was a’ bomb” or 
something like that enclosed in the envelop, so 
he/she immediately informed the Belgian mine 
eliminating squad, who've cleared the parcel of 
“possible bombs'!! Like | said before; it was a big 


misunderstanding & so afterwards the cops got a 
warrant & they have inspected my whole room. 
They also saw some posters & flyers against ex- 
treme right winged movements so they immedi- 
ately suspected me as being an extreme left 
winged militant... After 2 hours they*ve finally left 
my house & warned me again about the fact that 
the persons which whom | correspondent could be 
criminals, Since this case, they (the pigs) haven*t 
let anything hear from them again; so | thought that 
they also’d have bought you a visit.. let me know 
if this is the case...” (In the meanwhile the cops 
have visited Elvis also, warning him a house 
search will follow... which still hasn*t happened ) 

Nice to know: Personal letters to the U.S. Presi- 
dent have a secret numerical code. The president 
often gets 10,000 letters a day. Virtually all must 
be opened, read, and answered by the White 
House mail staff. So that letters from friends get to 
the president and family unopened, all close 
friends are given a sequence of numbers to write 
on the outside of the envelope. The code changes 
with each president. Ronald Reagan’s code was 
described as a number with a special meaning to 
Reagan and his wife. Jimmy Carter used an old 
phone number of Rosalyn 's. 

..And last but not least: mail security. Very handy 
for all you activists who want to report the press or 
target about your I-L-L-E-G-A-L act. It should come 
as no surprise to activists as it's a tactic they've 
done thousands of times to hundreds of politically 
active groups, The information gleaned from letter 
opening’s and seizure’s can obviously give the 
police more targets for surveillance and harass- 
ment. This should be a big reminder to us that if 
people involved in any type of underground work 
and want to send a Supporters Group or any simi- 
lar group mail, that your security should be of the 
utmost concern. It has been brought to our atten- 
tion that not only has mail addressed to the North 
American A.L.F. Supporters Group and other 
groups have been very blatantly opened but that a 
fair amount of mail is never making to the North 
American A.L.F. Supporters Group and other 
groups. Obviously ending up in someone else's 
hands (hmmm FBI, RCMP...CSIS7) _ 

* Do not include any information which could gives 
clues about anyone*s identity; Names, return 
addresses, sex. 

* Send your reports on plain every day paper (don't 
use your favorite note pad) and common enve- 
lopes. , 

* Either do all writing using all block capital letters 


with a common pen, use a stencil, use a public an ' °Y® on yo & 


typewriter or a public computer, 

* Wear gloves always so that your fingerprints are 
not on the paper, envelope, or stamp (be careful of 
fiber traces). 


an 


a manipulatio: 


* Do not lick the envelope or stamp - wet it with a 
sponge. Other suggestions include using self stick 
stamps and tape to seal envelopes. 

One Method: 

This is a secure method that can be revised to fit 
your needs. Go toa college/university/school/pho- 
to copy/library shop and type up a press release on 
a typewriter or computer (make sure you do not 
save a copy anywhere on your disk or on the 
computer it self) and print a copy. Make sure to 
watch for people reading over your shoulder, try to 
work when it isn't to busy. You will also want to 
make a sheet with the mailing address's of where 
you are sending letters to. Alternately methods 
include: Cut and paste letters from a magazine or 
newspaper just make sure you destroy what ever 
you cut up. Use a common, stencil ruler or paper 
stencils available from a stationary store. Go to 
your local public photo copier, bring two extra 
pieces of paper with you or find two pieces of 
paper from their recycling bin, garbage, etc. Place 
one piece down on the tray where your copies 
come out. Make as many copies as you need to 
send out and make sure you DO NOT touch them. 
Place your other piece of paper down on top, 
making sure not to touch any of the papers in 
between. Keep your original separate (as it proba- 
bly has your fingerprints on it) so you can burn it as 
soon as possible. Buy a packet of 10 (more if you 
need them) envelopes wrapped in cellophane at 
any corner store and also buy a packet of pre- 
packaged (preferably self stick ones) stamps. Burn 
the receipts when you get home. Take your copies 
home where you can put on gloves and remove 
the outer pages. Now before you get too far, make 
sure the area your work area is clean. Now days 
the threat of DNA is very real. If you have long hair 
tie it back, if you have short hair wear a hat. You 
DO NOT want a hair (yours, anyone else's, even 
companion animals inside an envelope or under a 
stamp), or one of your scales or any other trace- 
able fiber’s from your sweater, gloves, etc. Seal the 
envelopes and attach stamps using a clean new 
sponge, DO NOT lick them. Address them using a 
common bic pen and use all straight line/block 
capitals. Or cut the address's out of the copy you 
made and paste on using a common glue. Place all 
of you letters inside another larger manila type 
envelope. Take your gloves off destroy any extra 
envelope’s and stamps. Now go to a mail box as 
far as possible from your home, preferable another 
city or town and dump the contents of the large 
envelope into the mail box. Destroy the larger 
envelope. Some of the above may seem a fair bit 
extreme, but if it saves you from going to prison it's 
worth any extra time and money. 

[..and now we're busy with practical jokes, here 
are two steps to become a mix between rambo & 
an anarchist version of James Bond © ]->>>>>>> 


ette Bombs and other funny 


Having fun part 
stuff to do with matches 

“This neat little but very effective “joke” was originally invented by the Jolly 
Roger, editor of the famous Anarchist Cookbook. Its pretty easy to make and if 
‘you follow the Instructions correctly you will make some people mad. You need a 
disk (3.5” of course), scissors, white or blue colored kitchen matches (no other 
colors!) and clear nail polish. If you have all this stuff gathered you can start with 
the real work. 1) Carefully open up the diskette. Take the metal protecting thing 
of It and just split the disk in two with a knife. Do It carefully so you don't damage 
the disk on the outside. 2) Remove the cotton covering from the inside, 3) Scrape 
2a lot of match powder into a bowl (preferably with a wooden scraper because 
‘metal might spark the matchpowder). 4) If you think you have scrapped enough 
powder spread It evenly on the inside of the disk. 5) Using the nail polish, spread 
it over the match mixture and let it dry. 6) Carefully put the diskette back 
together and use the nail polish to seal it shut on the Inside (where it came 
apart). 7) Send the disk to your local secretary of the extreme-rightist 
party/movement in your country or whoever you don’t like along with a letter like 
“Hey! My name's Klaus Teuber and I wrote an article for your excellent mag. It's 
about the migrants and how much cops rule blabla” or “This contains valuable 
Information about the red rats! Out of sympathy, X" or whatever you think which 
will make them put the disk into the drive of their computer... When this disk will 
be put in the drive by some anxious (and dumb) person, the drive head will 
attempt to read it, which will cause a small fire (probably enough heat to melt the 
disk drive and fuck the head up). The more powder you put in the disk, the more 
damaged the computer will be. 

‘You can also do a lot of other neat things with simple match heads. It can't 
give you a real explosion but a clever fire. You could test this by putting match 
heads in a pipe (any pipe you can think of, but the best one to do this with are 
this card-board pipes which are used to protect posters and so), capped at both 
ends to make a sort off devestating bomb. It is set off with a regular fuse or can 
simply be thrown at a (small) fire if you want to cause some more damage. If 
you're using a metal pipe you have to put a plastic bag into the pipe before the 
heads go In to prevent detonation by contact with the metal. Something else you 
can do Is making a sort of tennisball bomb. It's rather simple to make and it's 
something really handy and effective in all sort of different situations. To make 
this, you first have to find some packs of those matches which light up when you 
strike them on the ground, Than you take a tennisball and cut a very small hole 
in It. You puta lot of match heads from this sort of matches in it, until it's packed. 
‘After you've done this you tape the hole with duct tape. Throw it at your enemies 
‘at demonstrations or at some fire you've started or whatever... By the way, IF you 
don't tape the hole you will have a smoke bomb, Another way to make a smoke 
bomb Is just cutting of the matchheads from as much as possible wooden 
matches and pack them tight In a piece of foil. Leave a littie space in the top for a 
fuse. Crimp the foll around the fuse and light it. You can also make a very cool 
‘smoke bomb which Is harder to construct. All you need is a soda bottle cap 


(preferable of a 2-lIter bottle), a beer cap and “strike anywhere” matchheads. 
‘Take the matchheads and pack them real tight in the cap so that they come at 
litte above the edge. Then you place a beer bottle cap on top of them so that 
‘one end of it touches the two-liter cap. One side should have a gap 

between the caps about two to three millimeters high. Then take tape and 
secure the caps together real tight leaving a little space In between the tape on 
the raised side of the caps about 2mm x 2mm. Don't tape to much because it will 
take away the shock of your throwing and therefor won't go off. If you do not put 
‘enough the pressure the matches make as they burn will pop in in half. You have 
to put just the right amount. Once you have followed these simple but confusing 
Instructions, throw it real hard against a real hard surface, 


Having fun part IT: * Free $$$ for the punks ! 4 

‘A couple of months a litte report appeared In the newspaper. It tod that 2 
father & his son (!) were busted while they were ripping off one of those money 
change machines. They had done It several times before at the same machine & 
‘eventually they got caught of course. What did they do? Do you know mica? It is 
this glossy thin wrapping paper they put around flowers when you buy it is a gift. 
“The father & the son made a little bag of the mica for putting a bill in it & made 
that the mica bag had one open end. They put the bill in it & at the open end 
they fixed a string on the bill. Everytime they wanted to get some money they 
put the mica envelop with the bill in the money changer. The money changer 
could read the billet because of transparent mica & a moment before It gave back 
change money they pulled at the string so that the bill got pulled out of the mica 
envelop. The machine proceeded as it thought that mica envelop was the bill, 
Many money change machines are in direct contact with the local police unit in 
case the trick falls so you're 
warned if you're not a good 
runner! There are some other 
ways you could ty to get money 
out of moneychangers, but I 
advise you to check it out 
yourself. Just search for the 
“anarchist cookbook” for those 
pranks. By the way, dont try 


book was actually written by the 
CIA to deceive anarchists & to let 
terrorists or just dangerous kids 
let blow themselves up (so that 
the state people don’t have to do 
‘the dirty work). 


Giscrimination in tre Metreniands 

A friend of mine, a very good friend of mine, is a left pacifist. 
_— I can subscribe him as well as that. 

le is very leftwing, long hair, smokes joints, he i ippi 
It sounds cliché but it it ! ; ig arenas td 
Nothing wrong with this guy, I love him and I think he’s o 

g , me of th t i 
een him vibe forI one 8 oe and I never see him angry or al paunummea 
ere is only one problem, his brother! He is Itra rightwing ski i 
es is one of the top fascist of the Netherlands. ia iit iu adie, 
e strange thing of the story is they slept together on one room for I think 
On the right side you saw a portrait of Hitler and Hess, and bi fos ee 
! it 0: etween those sc eople thi 

red flag with a freaky black cross On it, called a swastika! In his office we found ie awhite bible 
a 5 aecertnn a training with al sort of military fascists! 

A ; ‘ 
oe e left side of the room there was my friend sleeping! Under a flag of Bob Marley, smoking a 
Colourful bed spray and a little happiness! 
The brother, called Ronald, is a freak, he once kicked a Somalian. 
He nee him e death, and why, cause he was on his place in the train. 

pes fo aa 
ee was condemned for two years in prison but was a free man after 10 months cause he was so 
He is full of tattoos, a swastika in the lip, on the chest and on his legs!! He is a nice guy (not!) 


Ronald is a free man no ir, li i i 
aman w, he has some hair, lives on his own and it seems that he doesn’t hurt a fly! 


Now th i i i i i 
oe are some illegal meetings at his place, all rightwing bastards are coming to his place once a 
What they are talking about? I really don’t know, but I can guess?!! 

He is a smart guy, he really knows when to talk, he know when he has to shut up. He knows what to 


. He reall: # i ice i i 
ee H “ really does. He knows where he must put his stuff when the police is coming, And he is a 


He is a bastard. 


- get rie one I'm for sure but when? I really don’t know! 
e walk very often near his house just for checking if there are no strange illegal 
: st 

hs wi there we can call the police! And maybe they can bust him! Mage me fo tote 
taal ee ine ae < up - ee oe I don’t think so we get some addresses from people we 

\ : mbers of the clan! They are members of the covering organisation f 
rightwing parties. A almost secret organisation which is very d oe tamil 
Bes know how to manipulate people! Ee ee 

jut how can we stop them? Can we stop them? It’s a iffi i i i 

very difficult question, with a more difficult 
answer!! It’s str y i i i ink it’ y of 
oo s strange I’m against violence. But sometimes I-think it’s the only way to stop these fascists 
When I lay down in bed and see thin isi 
Ww igs on television, per example I: i i 
re) se principal and there are many deaths coe SE PE a 
en is the next one that is been killed in Holland by ultra rightwing bastards? 
nex 7 ; a ? Tomorrow? 
Today? Who is it? Is it me cause I’m leftwing minded? Is it my neighbour or roommate cause he is 
vee it my mom cause she doesn’t stand up in the train for a whiteass redneck? 
, a it stop? When does the hurting stop? It must be finishing one time? Isn’t it? 
We must make a fist. One big fist. We have to kick the illn 
It's an illness I think!!! A mental illness! ee 
Together we are stronger!!! 
We have to realize that one snowflake weights nothing but wi is givi 
witch 

Cry now, cry together! It makes you stronger!! i iieaae aoe 
Love, 
Pierke. 


In 1960 the “British Hunt Saboteurs 
Association” were very successful in 
their et tenpts to disrupt tra - 

ditional hunts. They spread 
false smells, blew on horns 
to mislead the hounds and 
chased away preys of the 
hunters and their hounds. In 
1972 people proclaimed there 
was a need for more militant 
action and founded the “Band 
of Mercy”. They were just as 
the Saboteurs Association 
active against the huntin 
sports, but weren’t afrai 
A to use illegal tactics such 

‘as Smashing property (cars, guns,..) of 
the hunters, they also targeted several 
times other targets pharmatautic labo- 
ratories and ships used for sealhunting 
got firebombed. In 1975 two activists 
were busted when they tried to break 
into a laboratory. By this arrest the 
support for direct action grew and in 
1976 the “Animal Liberation Front” grew 
out of this movement. Since than a 
series of radical actions followed. 
Bomb attempts and liberation actions 
followed each other Nery quickly. The 
ALF was able to reach a larger audience 
through the media exposure they got. 
The spirit. of radical animal rights 
spread itself all over the world; the 
US, Canada, Australia and several coun- 
tries of Europe got to know their own 


1a 
ing 
aa ‘ ALF actvists who’re gathered in inde- 
% pendent cells. Nowadays, the ALF got 
3 even bigger, got more exposure and 
te | EC critics, and developed into an even 
aby more efficient organization. The ALF 
has no_central administration or some 
kind of leader, so its organization is 
and those 
o 
responsi- 
he 


very hard to oversee by the authori - 
ties. Even intern ALF activists can't 
my, ‘ 
ble ha ve 
S an 
NLAIS 


have a global outlook on the radical 
addresses. 


animal rights movement or can get in 
contact with people of other active 
cells they don't know. Actions of the 
ALF can differ from the liberation of 
animals out of places where they get 
abused such as mink-breeding for tur 
and vivisection centres to economical 
damage towards everyone responsible for 
animal abuse. Every action needs a lot 
of precaution, not only because the 
authorities are always on the look but 
also because the ALF as a non-violent 
organization doesn’t want to cause harm 
to people or animal's lives by its 
actions. Everyone who follows those 
directives, and jis a vegetarian or 
vegan may consider him/herself as a 
part of the ALF. : 
ele This interview is taken of for various 
reasons with several active supporters 
of the ALF, although this persons might 
have a big impact on the radical ani- 
malrights movement, they can’t speak up 
for whole the movement. So don't take 
the personal opinions of , them as 
granted for whole the “scene”. Thanks 
to Peter & Niki (both of the Dutch SG), 
Tony & Melanie (of the English SG) for 
answering my questions. 


(A litde introduction about the aims & goals of the Animal 
Liberation Front Supporters Group before the Interview 
gets kicked off: The ALF Supporters Group exists to: - Assist in 
the welfare if imprisoned ALF activists. — Assist in paying the fines 
and legal expenses of ALF activists - Advance the education of the 
public about animal persecution — Show people what they can do, 
within the law, to help bring such persecution to an end.) 


P| 


K, the first thing I would like to 
ask is what you would like to 
tell to the people who think 
ythat the methods used by the 
» Animal Liberation Front are 
stupid & violent. Give some concrete exam- 
ples of successes for the animal rights ob- 
tained by ALF actions to convince them from 
your right. Can you under- 
stand people when they 
disagree with animal 
rights? Can you understand 
vegetarians or vegans who 
say the ALF and sortlike 
organizations are destruc- 
tive towards the animal 
rights movement because of 
their militant actions? 
Tony: There is a further point — 
over and above the fact that fur has 
diminished/ boots sact labs/ estab- 
lishments bankrupt & closing due to 
the A.L.F, And that is the fact that 
governments only talk to the politi- 
cal lobby groups such as BUAV 
(British Union for the abolition of 
Vivisection) or NAUS because the 
alternative is us. They need to be 
seen to be engaging the problem to 
say there is no need for direct action. 
As far do we understand those who 
don’t want Animal liberation — 
obviously, ignorance of anything 
wrong is not a unique state of mind, 


and ignorance is understandable — but wrong, 
Does Direct Action Work? 


direct action works. 


Many people suggest that the ALF 
practices also physical violence, 
although almost no events are 
own about this. Could you 
specify how far this movement 
wanits to go on the jurisdiction of “violence”? 
Are there events known in which people 
who're active in the ALF really used physical 
violence? How do you think about organiza- 
tions such as the Animal Rights Militia (and 
is this “organization” really a division of the 


: ‘Ss 
effectiveness as, "Where the: direct,-collateral, 
and indirect effects of incidents such as ‘this 
are factored together, A:L-F.’s professed tactic. 
of "economic: sabotage’ can: be: considered 
successful, ‘and it’s objectives; at least towards 
the victimized facility, fulfilled." If we look past 
the "terrorist" rhetoric, we can see that it's a 
fact - direct action works. If you don't take their 
word for it, ask any animal rescued by the 
ALF, and I'm sure they would agree that 


ALF and if so, why did they split up with the 
ALF?) who commit death-threats and aren’t 
afraid of using physical violence? Do you 
think it’s justified to create an atmosphere 
of danger/fear as a method to a contribution 
to the animal rights? 

Peter: The ALF policy about physical violence is very 
clear. The ALF only destroys equipment which are used 
to exploit and murder animals, it doesn’t use violence 
against any living creature. The ALF use different kinds 
of methods (arson, liberations, glue, buter acid, etc.) to 
destroy their target. But only after taken all precautions to 
make sure no human or animal gets hurt by your action. 
But there are events known where some physical violence 
took place for instance when people are disturbed during 
their action, by the owner, police, security, and there is no 
other way then to use 
some violence or get 
arrested or beaten up or 
worse! Like an ALF 
action at a park farm 
where the owner stormed 
in and they had to hit him 
once in order to escape the 
farm. It’s people their own 
choice how to react in 
unforeseen things during 
their action. Remember, 
an ALF activist is more 
worth outside than in 
prison! 

There are groups who are 
prepared to go a step 


further. Groups like 
Justice Department and 
Animal Rights Militia. 


These people are prepared 
to hurt somebody in order 
to stop them with what 
they are doing. They send 
letter-bombs, _razor-mail, 
etc. The ARM released a 
list of vivisectors their names who where going to die if 
Barry Horne died on his hungerstrike. It’s also very likely 
they just want to create fear among vivisectors and other 
animal abusers to try to stop them, without actually 
having plans to kill somebody. People are prepared to go 
this far because they say in every freedom fight people die 
before sommething will change. They (animal abusers) 
already killed activists without going to prison or even 
being procecuted!! 

If groups like ARM and JD are former ALF activists I 
don’t know, if so it’s possible they think the ALF doesn’t 
go far enough. Is it right to create an atmosphere of fear 
and is it good for the movement? Well, it’s sure most 
people in this world will condemn these kind of actions 


but almost all these people will eat meat and don’t give 
shit about lives of others. They kill people and animals 
like it’s something justified but if action groups resort to 
the same methods they are labbeled as terrorists. Before 
people judge other they have to change themselves first. 
Many people within the movement are also against these 
actions, they think it will put the movement into the dark, 
isn’t it already? : 
bara you do, even the smallest legal action 
you are labeled as terrorist. As far as Tcan see the move- 
ment is growing every day so I don’t think groups like 3D 
and ARM will drive people away. For myself, I don’t 
think I’m capable to hurt somebody unless out of selfde- 
fense but I can understand the reasons why people are 
prepared to take actions like this. But all this is my opin- 
ion, the ALF policy is that it’s wrong to hurt anybody 
with your action. Otherwise it will place you on the same 
level as our opponents, the animal abusers. 

you see any hierarchical 


a, Rane tendencies in the movement 


llike someone who was in the 
‘animal rights movement for 
; years wrote in this booklet 
“Animal Liberation: Devastate to liberate? Or 
devastatingly liberal?”. Are there much peo- 
ple who're trying to get themselves in a 
position of a “leader” because they're the 
“longest active”, “been the longest time in 
prison", “have the most radical stand- 
points”,... Are there much such ridiculous 
persons in the movement to your opinion? 
Do you notice many people in favor of this 
kind off reasoning, thinking it’s cool to be a 
“radical vegan war- 
rior’. How do you deal 


with such kind of “F¢¢ mot a 
persons their behav- oe 
military 


ior? Excluding them 
from further actions, 
just ingoring them or 
just continuing doing 
actions with them? 
Peter: There are people 
(fortunatly not the majority) 
who think they’re more 
worth than other activists. 
Because they’re longer 
“active in the movement”, 
been to prison, etc. These 
persons who think it’s cool to 
talk about the actions they 
did or try to be a leader must 
be avoided at all times. If you 
have experience you must 
use it to educate people 
instead of using it for an ego 


to act. 


organisation, 
ats just picnds 
getting together 
and dceiding 


trip. New activists within any movement should not listen 
to these kind of persons because it can be very dangerous 
as well. People who talk about their actions are running 
the risk of getting arrested, you never know who is lis- 
tening. This also means that other activists who were with 
these actions can be arrested as well! 
Activists who spend a lot of time behind bars know how 
life in prison is, So people who brag about being arrested 
more then other must start to'think by themselves how it 
would be to spend years in prison. Not to be able to do 
what you want and be with the people you care about. If 
you’ve been to prison for a long time you know it’s not 
something to brag about, people who do so are simply 
ne and say you’re more radical than others proofs 
they’re not radical at all. If you decide to take radical 
actions you must realize what you can lose, namely many 
years of your freedom! Activists who do radical actions 
must shut their mouths and not talk to anybody!! So do 
not get involved with these people. Tell these people the 
truth and leave them be. Do not ever do actions with them 
because it can turn out very bad for yourself! Exclude 
these people from further actions, don’t let these persons 
fuck up a movement. ; : 
Melanie: Inevitably, in positions of paid employment like 
within the much larger National animal rights organiza- 
tions there will be a hierarchy, because of the structure 
and the size of them and any particular status given to 
those who work within them. The nature of ALF however, 
excludes this possibility. Because active cells are decen- 
tralised and consist only of people who have decided to 
join together to work together, there is no room for any 
‘one person to assume leadership. As an ex-ALF activist 
and prisoner I can only tell of my own experiences and of 
those people I know or know of. Cells are quite fluid and 
one person in one unit may decide, and 
frequently does, to join another unit for 
an action to help out without anyone in 
their original unit knowing of this. 
People that work together usually do so 
because they get on with each other. 
People will migrate across the country 
and relocate in order to live closer to 
their active cell members they feel 
happiest working with. This ensures a 
unit works effiently, each respecting the 
opinions and skills of the other. An 
action or type of action will be by joint 
consent, else those who disagree would 
simply break off and form their own unit 
or decline from an action they were not 
happy with. This, if it happens at all, is 
usually done in an adult way without 
falling out with each other. You are free 
to join a cell, you are free to leave it, no- 
one is in a position to decide above 
anyone else who comes, who goes, and 
who does what, It’s not a military 


organisation, it’s just friends getting together and deciding 
to act, 
In the wider movement, it is no secret to say that we have 
people who are ‘personalities’ in their own right. People 
who become ‘popular’ either because they have just come 
out of prison having served a long sentence or because 
they are continually in the public eye during demonstra- 
tions and meetings, etc. In my opinion, their popularity 
manifests as a result not of the actions of those people 
themselves, but in the response of the people who either 
support them or are in awe of them in some way. There 
are definitely no defined status amongst people regardless 
of how long they’ve served in jail or how long they’ve 
been active. What there will be however, are people 
whose insecurities allow them to project an image onto 
someone else they hold in esteem. This then is more of a 
subjective belief rather than an actual behaviour by 
anyone and is a lot more subtle. Inequalities will and do 
exist amongst any groupings of people but these are 
fundamentally sociological in origin and are not deliber- 
ately placed or nutured. 
I would imagine that 
should any one person 
selfappoint themselves 
as a ‘leader” in any way, 
the reaction would 
depend upon the activ- 
ists working with them, 
and the severity of the 
behaviour concerned. 
Most people I know 
would cease working 
with that person if their 
behaviour was arrogant, 
demeaning or a threat to 
security in any way. 
Cells of activists are so 
fluid and interchange- 
able that it’s no big deal 
to move on and work 
with someone else. 


eS [Qayrhet leads 


me to 
»™my next question. 


A.L.F.-co- 
founder Lee wants that members 


me or sympathisers of the ‘National 
Front’ "may not be excluded from participa- 
tion in animal-action-groups”. "It's very 
important that local groups unite everybody 
who cares about animals.", he said. Where 
do you draw the line, to your opinion? 
Should ignorant people such as fascists be 
allowed to participate in actions? 
Melanie: The general consensus and my own personal 
opinions is a resounding NO. The principle on what we, 
as animal liberationists, base our opposition on, cannot be 
divorced from the oppression and discrimination of 


people. Some may feel offended by the comparison with 
the Holocaust, but discrimination — the desire to punish or 
eradicate a group of people for ethnic, gender, age or 
racial reasons can be extended to species. Mengele dis- 
missed wholesale carnage by saying “but they’re just 
Jews” — an entire race of people dehumanised and objecti- 
fied which allowed their tormentors to justify brutality. 
Today we hear “but they’re just animals...” The reason- 
ing and the attitude behind both is the same. Fascism 
comes in many forms and holds many guises and in its 
purest form is inextricably linked to everything we abhor. 
On the other hand because the animal liberation move- 
ment is made up of so many different people from a 
variety of differing backgrounds and fighting different 
areas if abuse it is inevitable that our views on other 
topics will differ also. No-one us animal rights here 
condones fascism, I must make that clear. In the past 
however, due to a big influx of largely political people 
into animal rights there was an ongoing debate about 
whether or not we have the right to exclude people from 
the movement because of other beliefs unrelated to ani- 
mals. Firstly, fascism, 
in its purest form of 
aggression and vio- 
lence is not tolerated 
within our movement. 
It is not tolerated for 
two reasons, one is 
that it is an unaccept- 
able ideology and is 
based upon an une- 
qual concept of people 
that none of us share 
or will condone. 
Second is that anyone 
who hold such beliefs 
to such an extent that 
they physically act 
upon them cannot 
have a genuine inter- 
est in furthering the 
aims of the animal 
liberation movement 

x because we actively 
attempt to challenge fundamental beliefs about who is 
more important than who. Currently, we have leather 
wearing hunt saboteurs and milk drinking anti live export 
campaigners. We have meat eating anti vivisectionists and 
hunt supporting anti vivisectionists, Such people genu- 
inely believe in those aspects of animal abuse that they 
fight and probably have paid less attention to those they 
contribute to by not being wholly consistent. If we, as a 
movement, isolated and purged those people, we would 
simply lose their support in the areas they fought in. I 
consider it our collective responsibility to welcome such 
people but with the intent of challenging their inconsisten- 
cies. Someone who is genuine enough to fight against one 
form of animal suffering will, in time, convert to full 
veganism. And it is our responsibility to help and promote 


that in a non threatening environment. Actually, the milk 
drinking anti live export folk did a great deal more than 
most vegans in preventing animals being exported abroad, 
in spite of their hypocrisy. Had we somehow forced them 
out of the movement the lorries would have gone through 
and those people would still be drinking milk. Individual 
consciousness takes its own course in its own time, but it 


does happen when nurtured. A lot of those same milk . 


drinking campaigners subsequently turned vegan in time. 
Whether or not they would have done if they had been 
vilified by other vegans is a matter for 
conjecture, 
The debate carried on that people with 
dubious racial attitudes should be treated in 
the same way, and that if they accepted the 
basic premise that we, as humans had no 
right to harm anther species for our own 
‘benefit’, which, they obviously would 
have accepted if they were in our move- 
ment at all, then how could they believe it 
was quite OK to harm other races. The 
point was made then, that if we allowed 
animal abusers (leather wearers, meat 
eaters, milk drinkers, hunt supporters, etc) 
to join the movement which after all was in 
place to protect animals then we would also have to 
include human abusers, much as we dislike both, with 
however, the express purpose of not only increasing 
actions done on behalf of the animal nations but of en- 
couraging the cessation of ahypocritical beliefs. By 
deliberately focusing on fascists rather than leather wear- 
ers we would be insinuating that human abuse was more 
important than animal abuse — a concept alien to our 
whole fundamental ideology. 
All of us will, in another, find things we disagree with. 
Where do we draw the line if we give ourselves the power 
to exclude genuine animal protectors? Do we alienate 
pro-abortionists because they condone the killing of an 
innocent life? Do we alienate readers of pornography? 
Must we set up some sort of aniterrogatory body aimed at 
assessing peoples views and if so, who would have the 
right to take that role and who would be responsible for 
instigating the limits? Sounds a bit like fascism to me. 
In summary, fascism by its very nature is incompatible 
with animal rights and any fascist entering it will either be 
doing it for his/her own political agenda — and which 
would soon become clear, or out of genuine concern 
which would then put into doubt the genuineness of their 
fascism. In the first case they would find few, if any, 
individuals prepared to work or socialize with them and 
they would soon find themselves, not by force, but by 
design, ousted out of the movement. In the case of the 
second their views or they would find themselves in a 
similar situation to the above. Ultimately, there are 
degrees of racism and sexism and speciesism that we 
probably all have succumbed to in the past and no doubt 
will succumb to in the future in a variety of subtle ways, 
simply because we live in a culture which all three. What 
we decide to do about it is up to all of us. 


ights: pe i 

gies are: mutualy: exclusive 

cism is often referred to by us in 
order to explain the horrors of 
Seecism!” 


Tony: You asked about fascists in the animal rights 
movements over here. In Britain the Animal Rights 
movement is linked to the anti-fascist movement, so no, 
there is no way whatsoever that a fascist or a vivisector 
would be tolerated at all. The reason is fairly obvious, 
which is that the moral foundation of specism is merely an 
extension or regression at fascism or sexism or ageism. 
It’s about assuming power over someone or something 
because they are different and only that. In the early 90’s 
the Nazi party in Britain (BNP) received several letter 
bombs from the animal rights 
movement, 

Peter: Fascists can never be 
tolerated within our movement. 
If you’re a true animal rights 
activist you will fight for the 
rights of humans as well. One 
of the things the animal rights 
movement is saying that there’s 
no difference between a human 
life and one of an animal. So 
how can we tolerate fascists 
and other people who don’t 
accept that all life is equal, this 
means all humans as well. The 
only thing I can say is that we have to fight fascism in the 
same way we fight for animal rights. 


\ a that’s not in the guidelines of 
the ALF. Are their cells or 
people active in the ALF known 
ior their fascist attitude? Are 
there rightist cells known? How 
ple in the movement reacted when 
they found out about that? Could give also 
some information about some of the most 
famous subgroups? What's “Red Rooster and 
the “Rode Haan” for example about? The 
media told they’re the “shocktroops” of the 
ALF. Is this true? 
Peter: I don’t care if something for what I’m standing 
for is against these guidelines. If Ronnie Lee thinks it’s 
OK to let fascists into our movement than that’s his own 
opinion not mine! I would rather fight with meateaters 
against fascists than with fascists against the meat indus- 
try! And I know for sure that almost everybody in the 
movement will fight against the fascists if they try to 
sneak in. For me there are only 4 guidelines for animal 
liberation (which are the ALF guidelines worldwide). 
“We have to liberate animals from the places where they 
are tortured i.e. laboratories, furfarms, bioindustries,etc. 
And if possible to rehome these animals. 
* To cause economical damages to those who profit from 
the exploitation of animals. 
* To expose the cruelty’s commited against animals 
behind closed doors (films, etc.) 
* Take all precautions to make sure no human or animal 
is hurt because of your action. 


In these guidelines stands nothing about tolerate every- 
body in the movement. Fascists tried to get into the 
movement on the 16th of October during the anti 
McDonalds day, at least they announced that. Well, only 
at one city in Holland two of them came with flyers but 
they were chased away by the other activists. (there were 
also other actions of them at McDonald's branch 
establishments in the Netherlands; they handed out 
apples outside the McDonalds’ out of protest againt the 
“Americanizing of the Dutch culture” similar actions 
happened at McDonald's establishments in Belgium; 
these actions were organized by the Dutch new-right 
organisation “Voorpost”. In Antwerp, Belgium for 
example, they handed out “traditional Flemish” saus- 
sagebreads in protest against “the American capitalist 


\ilTing; we cen: 
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system of the world-wide hamburger- & cola-culture”’, 
in Ghent they handed out apples also.; T.) More events 
are known where this scum tried to demonstrate side by 
side but every time they get chased away. And this is how 
it has to be! 

The ALF is build by different cells who know nothing 
about each other. The “Rode Haan” (“the Red Cock’ ”) is 
such a cell. So what their ideas are I cannot tell. From 
their Press statements you can tell they share the same 
philosophy as the ALF, They are just another cell who are 
doing actions. The media called them the stormtroopers of 
the ALF, well that’s just typical something for the media 
to say they like to exaggerate about things like that. The 
reasons they call them that way is because they got a lot 
of media attention. If another group starts to do actions 
they will probably the next stromtroopers. 

Niki: In the Netherlands the fascists of Voorpost threw 
windows in of a supermarket which sold Halal-meat 
(typical Islam food). Some people asked themselves this 
action should be put in the SG-zine, ofcourse it didn’t get 
placed in the zine because they have nothing to do with 
animal liberation or animal rights. Extreme right doesn’t 
care at all about this topics, they’re against some meat 
products because they’re made by Islamits, they’re 
against ritual slaughtering because of the same reasons 
and they’re against import and export of meat because 
they believe in “Own ground first” theory. Fascists 
who're really into animal rights are a very small minor- 
ity. 

Melanie: No. There are no fascist groups or rightist 
groups. 

The Red Rooster and Rode Haan are just convenient 
names active cells in the Netherlands have decided to 
call themselves, ALF is just a banner under which cells 
may claim non-violent actions, but people are free to call 
themselves what they like. The British Animal Rights 
Militia and the Justice Department have taken their own 
names because they operated outside ALF policy. They 
believe in violent direct action and subsequently called 
themselves something else. To my knowledge however, 
Red Rooster has no connection with communists ideals 
(not everything red has!). 


y | (Rtow is the relation between the SG 


& the media? How do you 
think about the media their 
reports of ALF actions? 
media never or hardly reports anything about 
the why, the reasons & motives for actions. They just 
mention the events which took place & don’t show any 
notion. As a support group we don’t know the activists, 
but at least we know why they’re doing this actions, 
That’s the big difference between the media and us. 


Kony comments about the journalist 
who got branded in the UK by 
ALF-activists according to the 
press? Was it a provocation by 
x =" enemies of animal rights or was 
it a plain stupid action by not clever animal 
activists? 
Melanie: In order to put into perspective the nature of 
these allegations, it is necessary to look into Graham 
Hall’s (the ‘journalist’ concemed) background. Hall has a 
history of criminal activity first and foremost. He is well- 
known to the police for a variety of anti social behaviour 
but managed to climb the social ladder through a series of 
choice encounters with animal rights people. He saw a 
way to make a living out of doing what he does best — 
deceiving people- and embarked on a series of undercover 
investigations in which he managed to infiltrate and 
expose a number of badger baiters. He became well- 
known and respected in this field untill evidence emerged 
that he actually PROVOKED dog fighters into extra 
brutality by encouraging them to use a cat to teach young 
dogs ferocity, just in order to capture it on film and 
increase his own reputation in animal rights. 
Hall then realised that he could use the very contacts he 
made in animal rights to his advantage and he began to 
film and record anti-vivisectionists whilst clearly and 
unashamedly ecourage them to confide in him actions that 
they’d carried out on behalf of ALF. He then sold his 
story for £5,000 to the media. At this time, Barry Horne 
was on hunger strike and this had made vivisection very 
much in the public arena which was what the establish- 
ment clearly did not want, The media jumped at the 
chance of reversing public sympathy and they bought 
Halls recordings and changed the context, especially in 
the case of Robin Webb, by omitting the full conversa- 
tions and thereby showing only that which allowed to the 
sinister. 
Inspite of all the so-called ‘evidence’ that this film con- 
tained against animal rights campaigners, and inspite of 
the film being handed over to the police for an investiga- 
tion, no arrests were made. The police would not have let 
an opportunity to gain arrests against Robin in particular, 
after having failed themselves so many times, to slip 


In the short term 
animals arc suf(ertng. 
Thcy were suffering as ? 
wrote this and they 
wore suffering as you 
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through their fingers and so this in itself would seem to 
indicate something not quite right. Nothing happened. 
And then, just when Hall was beginning to realise he 
could no longer eam money having shunned been 
shunned by all those who knew him, he decided to con- 
coct yet another story. He claimed he had been abducted 
by animal rights men and branded with the ALF initials. 
He claimed to have been terrified and in fear of his life 
and yet, the first thing he claimed he done after release 
was to have gone home and got a friend to photograph 
him. He even had his own hands toed for effect. He then 
went to the hospital and telephoned the press. He actually 
went to the media and asked for a considerable amount of 
money for his story and never once contacted the police! 
When the papers asked the police for their comments they 
replied that until a complaint had been made there was 
nothing they could do. Does this sound like the response 
ofa man terrified for his life? 

As if this wasn’t laughable enough, as a result of his story 
appearing, another group came forward to say that Hall 
had accused their members of abducting him and tortur- 
ing him as well. The group was a pro-hunting organisa- 
tion. By claiming this they actually lent evidence to the 
belief by most animal rights people that the attack was 
false. This is not something a pro-hunt group would have 
reason to contribute to. It also turned out that he had in 
the past stolen money from an animal rights group who 
was financing his investigations. 

Hall has been proved to be a criminal, a thief, a liar and 
someone who will do just about anything for money - as 
can be seen from the above, he has had cats killed, he has 
stolen from his employers, and he has tumed on his so- 
called friends, To a person like Hall, a self-arranged 
mutilation would have been well worth the price he could 
fetch for it, And as I understand it — it was! 


y | any do the actions differ so much 


from country to country? 
‘ake England and Belgium/the 
Netherlands for example. In Eng- 
land e many hunt sabs & animal libera- 
tion actions out of vivisection centra & fur 
farms, while actions in Belgium & the Neth- 
erlands often reduce themselves to arsons 
and other material violence. Is it because 
the ALF has evolved in the country more 
than the other? What kind of method do you 
personally think is the most effective, eco- 
nomical speaking but also public wise. 
Niki: Actually there isn’t any difference in the methods of 
the radical animal rights movement, it’s just that in here 
the ALF movement is much littler. When there’s an 
animal rights demo in the Netherlands only 30 people will 
particpate, in England you’ll get easily 800 people. 
Melanie: I think they differ for all sorts of reasons. In the 
UK we have gone full circle. In the 80’s we concentrated 
on raids because at that time there were a series of under- 
cover investigations which revealed publicly the horrors 


of vivisection. These were televised and received 
sympathy from both the media and the public. We mae 
numbers and the homes available to conduct huge day- 
light raids using masses of people. Then the fur issue 
gained momentum and with it a series of arson attacks 
which virtually wiped out the fur industry in the UK. 
Arson remained popular ever since and in the 90’s was 
responsible for millions of pounds worth of damage. 
Arrests and long sentences of up to 18 years however 
curtailed some of this activity and today we see attend 
towards the raids again. I think also that because three 
animal breeders for vivisection have been closed recently 
due to immense public pressure as a result of well organ- 
ised campaigns and constant harassment, people are 
nowadays thiking that our objectives can be achieved 
without the need for risking so much prison time. This of 
course is a fallacy. 

In Finland, there are a lot of fur farms raids and this is 
because Finland produces a high percentage of the worlds 
fur and because there are fewer activists in Finland and 
fur farm raids only require a few volunteers. In the Neth- 
erlands, the tendency towards arson may well be because 


the laws of that land at the moment, in the infancy of 
animal rights activity is extremely lenient. With two 
activists recently getting 10 and 8 months for an arson 
attack, it would seem that you can cause great devastation 
a whilst looking at minimal punishment if 
I personally believe that it will take all forms of cam- 
paigning to achieve our aims. I believe that public aware- 
ness campaigns are extremely important, I believe that 
speeches, school talks, liberations, and demos are impor- 
tant. But these are focused on a long term change. In the 
short term animals are suffering. They were suffering as I 
wrote this and they were suffering as you read. Animal 
abuse is not there because we cannot survive without it. It 
is there because it is profitable. Remove the profit and you 
remove the incentive. Remove the incentive and the act 
goes with it. Only by hitting them right where it hurts — in 
the pocket will you ever start to truly make a dent in the 
communal coffers of blood money that holds this system 
together. Our reliance upon animals for food and medi- 
cine is contributing to world starvation, land destruction, 
pollution and disease and as such should be seen with the 
greatest of gravity. 
Economic sabotage 
— the destruction of 
the machinery of 
death and profit is 
one way of slowing 
down what is fast 
becoming an 
epocidemic of 
crimes against the 
Earth. 
Further to this it 
now lies with each 
of us to decide just 
how important our 
planet is to us and 
what we will 
personally do to 
prove that. 


[More information 
about animal rights 
& the radical animal 
rights movement: 
The ALF primer 
(available for freel), 
Animal Liberation: a 
graphic guide 
(Camden Press), 
Animal Liberation 
by Peter Singer (the 
bible of animal 
rights), and tons of. 
other _ interesting 
books; check your 
local library or the 
internet] 


me to start a discussion about “respect” I really wondered what the hell you could say about it. Respect is 
respect, I thought. But than I started to question when you exactly feel respect and for whom and why. In my 
surroundings I don’t have respect for many persons neither do I disrespect/look down on them. People who 
have ignorant opinions don’t get my respect, but again, having no respect doesn’t mean you hate/look down on 
someone. Respect means A LOT, you know. At school I had some mates who had pretty ignorant opinions 
(typical right-wing talk, you know the deal, people who say they're anti-racist, are against the Viaams Blok but 
talk 5 minutes later typical racist talk) so no, I don’t really respect them. But on the other hand I can respect 
their character, their persons, so it’s very complicated. Respect doesn’t depend only on one factor, opinions & 
ideas, but also on the character itself of a person. So if the same guys respect me I can respect them in some 
way, although I don’t like some opinions of the same person. To me it’s very complicated and I would like to ask 
Dwi 1) what he finds the most important the character of a person or his/her opinions, 2) Who he gives respect 
to and why and 3) Can he give respect to persons he totally disagrees with and why. My answer to these 3 
questions are: 1) A person is to me to most important, what his/her opinions are like are less important. Both 
are connected in some way, because mostly people with ignorant characters have also ignorant opinions and 
vice versa, of course there are exceptions on these. 2) I can’t say I totally respect people with ignorant point of 
views, that’s just impossible for me. It’s a contradiction & saying I respect a racist-minded person is also partly 
saying you respect racist opinions, so no, I don’t feel total respect for many people. I feel respect for my very 
few good friends & people I just like but ain’t that cose with. That's it, I guess. There is no one in my family 
who gets my respect, and only a very few in my neighborhood. Maybe I demand to much of people, I think. I 
don’t respect myself either, at least sometimes I don’t. Sometimes I just let remarks fly to my head without 
defending myself. When you don’t stand for yourself (why does this sounds like a macho NY HC record?), you 
don’t have self respect. I also don’t take many initiatives, don’t say always what's going on in my head, don’t 
threat my body healthy, etc. so there are enough reasons to say self respect doesn’t exist (at least for myself). 
3) No, as you read the previous answer you'll automatically know people with ignorant views can’t get total 
respect from me. 

Dwi’s response on those three questions: 1) There is a difference between the character of a person 
and his/her opinions. Anyhow the opinions always depend on the character and as far as I know, 
ignorance results into ignorant opinions. I think the stress is more on the difference between 
actions and opinions. A lot of people (including myself) do not act according to their opinions 
because, regarding myself, I consider actions as the result of how you really feel. I do know that 
I'm contradicting my opinions on certain levels (which I am not yet able to conquer), but I fee/the 
urge to act differently. Ethically seen, this might be considered as something wrong, but the 
question remains: is living by your own morals a possible way to reach happiness and is it the 
meaning of life to find this happiness? To get back to the character, well, I think my character is 
worse than my opinions. In theory, I am a friendly person, but when I put my theory into practice, 
my character affects the opinions, and then I eventually fail again and again. Luckily this doesn’t 
withdraw me... 

What about “not knowing” persons (people always open to discuss with you, are not really informed about 
those subjects, people unconsciously spreading those opinions, people not really convinced,...), people who're 
really heart warming, sincere,... but have sexist opinions? Or are anti migration? Or are pro-capitalist?! Do you 
consider those people (and there are a lot of them out there) as ignorant to because of their ignorant opinion? 


Or isn’t that ignorant? Since ignorance is about obstinate conscious stupidity(stupidity called no respect, hate, 
discriminating,...). Of course being pro-capitalism can be called stupid, but in which context? Do you really think 
those people are think about capitalism it’s consequences? Is it stupid in éhe/r eyes? No, and it’s plain stupid for 
a radical left guy to say to one of those people s/he Is ignorant. For example; I met a very sincere 33 year old 
guy in Turkey. He spent time in prison, had sex with everything that moved in his surroundings and did lots of 
drugs. In prison he re-established his mind, started to study all kinds of religions. He got confident about the 
Islam's philosophy and religion. I asked him about the Grey Wolves (someone in his water pipe store made the 
typical grey wolf greeting) and he told me he was another kind of nationalist (don’t remember the name — some 
kind of splinter group I think) and was a “revolutionary”. Than we started to talk about the Islam 
fundamentalism and oppression of women. He explained me why women should wear a veil: basically it’s 
because they should withdraw from their beauty so men can't be “seduced” by them anymore. So it’s not the 
oppressive man who gets punished because of his rape culture (“do you really think rape happens that much? 
According to me it’s the media who blows such happenings up.” — he said me) but the women simply because 
she’s a woman... He continued “Most people who'll spend time in hell will be women because they played with 
men’s feelings and physical attraction”. Sick is the right word, although he seemed very nice (absolutely not 
ignorant — I still wouldn't call his character ignorant neither oppressive, on the contrary) and told me before nice 
philosophies of human innerself and need for amusement, without that much “Allah’s law” crap. Should 
everyone take the responsibility to learn about the world, It’s reality? Then there wouldn’t exist something as 
“not knowing”, or “mislead” (brainwashed). How can this put into practice without referring to dictatorial 
methods? What about discussions which lead to nothing? Everyone does his/her own thing, one continues 
believing in oppression and the other one don’t?! 

No one acts totally correct to their opinions. There are different reasons for this. One is the impossibility of 
tools and financial or even healthy infirmities. Or not enough time and energy... Another one might be passivity 
(ignorant? — perhaps but which human isn’t lazy on one or the other level (hygiene, tidyness, principles (?), 
body, punctuality mind, work,...)). But doesn’t passivity lead leads to activity on another level and vice versa? I 
could name many things I don’t act to. For example; I believe in veganism in an industrial society (which 
doesn’t mean I say I’m vegan), but I’m just a vegetarian due to health reasons (lack on financles Is lack on your 
health often in our society), maybe because of comfort too; to avoid problems at home & just Ike some animal 
Products.I believe in principles tough, I’m strict on anti-fascism for example, or on milieu awareness. Anyway, 
this isn’t supposed to be about me, but I’m just trying to make my point clear about the fact that it’s just 
impossible for a human to act strict according to her/his 
principles, ideas, opinions and character. The only thing 
s/he can do is try, reach for a perfect society s/he has in 
mind (idealism) or be aware of this problem and make 
the best of it (be who you can/want to be — do what you 
can/want to do). 

Dwi’s response on 2: I give respect to the 
persons I admire. By taking this as a starting 
point, I immediately have to acknowledge that it’s 
hard to respect a person in his/her totality. First of 
all, I aim for self-respect, which is a base for 
selfconfidence and the development of your own 
morals. The level of respect for others depends on 
the level of respect for yourself. If you lack respect 
for yourself, you will also lack respect for others. 
By killing the xenophobia and homophobia in you 
(if it has ever been there anyway), you do not 
enable yourself to respect others more than you 
respect yourself. When I consider this, I always 
think of an equal development. To take the 
example of a family: it is possible that you don’t 
respect them, because you differ from one other, 
and it is, as well, a forced relationship, which is 
expressed by disagreements (not necessarily by 
violent means). The type of respect I feel for my 
family differs a lot from what I feel for you (for 
instance). I am raised in a so-called free way, but I 
enabled myself to revolt against this education. I 
am trying to make my own morals, though I 


believe that a lot of actions and thoughts depend on the particular moment of speaking. 
Considering and reconsidering to work out a goal, which focuses on the act, not on the result. (to 
state it with an example: comfort is the result of slavery, but does comfort glorifies slavery?) 

1 aim for self respect to, it’s not that I’m content with my situation now. I solved yet many problems with 
myself towards people who don't like my opinions, etc., so that’s going better. I agree with you, self respect is 
connected (an equal development) with the amount of respect you will get of other people & the respect you 
will give of others. ... 

Dwi says: Though I disagree with a lot of people, I am able to respect them. I respect you, but I 
don’t think we agree on everything. After all, it’s logical that I disrespect people who are my 
opposites. Therefore, I will not kick or beat them, but I will talk with them, if possible. (it's 
impossible to talk with fascist people, because they are not open for a discussion. They close their 
eyes for everything that might oppose their theory, they don't listen to what you try to say. Open- 
minded fascists do NOT exist. In hardcore/punk this might seems the same, but we are not 
narrow-minded. We just consider what is right and wrong, according to the values and morals, 
that we think are important. We are open for discussion, but we will criticize as well.) In short: if I 
agree with you on an important (importance is defined by what you think contributes to your life) 
issue, I can respect you on that level. Total respect is an illusion for as long as you don’t respect 
yourself, 

Open-minded fascists don’t exist - I agree with you, but only if you're talking about fascist in the real 
meaning of the word. I've discussed with some people who were going to vote for the fascists, are they fascists 
themselves because of that? I don’t know. Some are, others don’t. Being a fascist is being racist & extreme 
authoritarian and not all the people who vote for the Viaams Blok in Belgium are like that, there are some 
“protest” voters between them, some uninformed ones (a-political people who couldn't care less),... If you call 
15% of our population (who voted all for the fascists) close minded I tend to agree with you, on the other hand 
I know there is a (small) part of them open for discussion. But you know as much as I how obstinate a man can 
be, especially if it concerns a political direction, it takes a lot before someone will change his or her opinion. 
Militants of the Vlaams Blok are fascists to me, because it’s very doubtable they will never admit they made a 
fault by choosing the side of the fascist populists. Those people need to be stopped by any means because 
otherwise some people could get hurt — in countries such as Poland, Czech and Germany people get hurt on a 
regular base of the hardcore movement inspired by extreme-right parties. Every far-right party should be 
forbidden in the name of democracy, to protect that democracy and the citizens. Every active fascist should be 
obliged to wear a brown swastika just like they made the Jew wear Yellow stars, gays pink triangles, gypsies 
brown stars, political enemies and a red triangle. I don’t know if you call every VB-voter a fascist, but it’s a very 
dumb thing to do so. Calling people names isn’t going to change one thing, on the contrary. If you stand open 
for discussion (which I don’t always do because I get tired of the same old meaningless talks with the same 
people of my class who still will vote for the VB even if they know it’s a party with as program a copy of the 
nazis) you show you're fighting for your right & your opinion. You show in the same way your hidden disgust for 
this behavior (not the people!) but at the same time you also show you refuse to separate yourself from 
everyone who does the opposite of you, “If he’s open why shouldn’t I” - the people might think. And open 
people are honest & are prepared to change if they feel they're being wrong. Once a guy said “I was a pretty 
convinced racist until I heard you discuss about it” — that moved me, He wears now an anti-VB batch, it’s for me 
personal the proof that some people are able to change in your surroundings in a complete opposite positive 
direction. My dad used to be pretty racist too (he works with migrants in school — lots of prejudice of him mixed 
with violence from a few retards I guess) but he isn’t anymore, it would have been quite harmful if I would have 
started calling him names as “fascist” instead of talking about it to him when there was an opportunity. Those 
people don’t know it, but they’re alla part of my personal hope, the proof that a human is prepared to change.). 
Please don't think that every VB-voter is closed minded and ignorant (although their voting & some opinions of 
those people might be very ignorant). On the other hand, what makes me desperate are those closed minded & 
conforming people — a friend of me was an anti-racist while two year later he did with others doing nazi salutes 
to us to provoke people who were walking in an anti-fascist demo. He hangs out with nazi skins now. People like 
him are blindly conforming to their friends and will refuse to accept they're wrong. In the best situation they will 
say “well, you have your opinion & I have mine” and similar stuff (“I respect your opinion so why should you 
disrespect mine”, etc.). 

Hmmm, it’s not because I respect someone actions and words that I might respect the person itself, although 

it’s almost always the case. But don’t forget there are ignorant anarchists and separatist communists out there - 

aiming for power for their party/movement, seeking for personal power and attention, etc. Those people are 

ugly while their ideals might seem beautiful while they might be ugly too once you gave it a good inside look. 

Total respect is an illusion for as long as you don’t respect yourself, you're total right. “ 
? 


Bangladesh is located in Southern 
Asia between Burma and India. It became 
a parliamentary “democracy” under a 1972 constitution. 
With a woman as prime minister, and feminine leaders 
of both main political parties you would expect that 
women rights are heavily represented. Less , much less is 
true, 

Women hold only 5% of government positions. Laws 
discriminate against women in inheritance and divorce. 
Only 26% of nearly 62 million women are literate. Rural 
women have even greater difficulty because of ongoing 
floods, which can have devastating effects on already 
fragile lives, 

Bangladesh is a hellhole for many 
women, Besides it’s considered normal over there man 
get favored over females when it comes down fo 
education and nutrition. Bangladeshi women are the 
most battered in the world, according fo a report 
committed by the United Nations Population Fund, with 


47 per cent of women assaulted by 
men (women are 50% of the whole 
population of Bangladesh — make the 
count for yourself). Nearly 50 per 
cent of murder cases against women 
are linked to marital violence, and by 
an inability to meet dowry demands 
and to handle polygamous men. The 
violence takes many forms — from 
wife beating, maiming by acid, rape, 
to physical and verbal harassment, 

A recent phenomenon in 


Bangladesh are those 
acid attacks. Sulfuric acid is 


thrown on a woman's face, forever 
scarring her and revoking her chance 
to get married and have children. It's 
a tool to disfigure and sometimes kill 
women and girls. Attacks can come 
from ‘rejected suitors’, or be 
motivated by family feuds, absence of 
a dowry, etc. Men have access to 
acid easily, it’s cheap and easy to get, 
and the attacks have also risen 
because of a reaction of many men to 
women’s advancing economic and 
social status. An attack is reported 
every three days. Between 1995 and 
1998 there are 233 recorded cases. 
Few women see justice because of 
limited legal help, fear of perpetrators, 
police corruption (in some instances 
they even try to convince victims to 
withdraw their complaints), and a 
discriminatory legal system. Most of 
the victims are young which wouldn't be a surprise if 
you know that a common age girls have to get married at 
131 When the girl in case refuse to marty or doesn’t 
want to fulfill any desires of her husband she risks to get 
beaten or in a worse case, get acid thrown in the face. 
Other members of the family and bystanders have also 
been harmed when they were in the vicinity of the 
intended victim during an attack. 

Bangladesh needs the help of the 
international community, 
Bangladeshi women could use your 
help too. Women who survive acid attacks face 
incalculable future hardships. Acid attacks leave the 
victims scarred and often blinded. Inefficient and 
substandard healthcare, inadequate resources and 
support, and stigmatization from society make the lives of 
acid-burn survivors egregiously painful and arduous. | 
know there is not much you can do from your place to 
touch this topic. One easy and effective way might be 
writing a letter to important people who have influence 


Traditional parents;a real life shocking (not to be 
read when you suffer from heart defects or are below 
18 years old) introduction to my very own oldies.... 


” Don't you Rrow what 
you're doing fo ne?" 


| heard this alraady so many times, sometimes with a sigh, other 
‘times when my mother was crying. When my father & | were in a 
fight he often said | got along with “scum”, etc, (will spare you the 
ugly details) It’s a fact that my & | never will really like 
each other all those endless uselass discussions & fights. I'm 
the black sheep of our family, the “strange” one. That's because | 
don't do what people accept the youth to do (in short: swimming 
along with flow). Sometimas | can laugh together with them, but 
most of the time we hardly ever say a decent word to each other, 
my dad sitting in his chair silently watching TV or working in the 
garden, my mother doing the dishes or other housework with 
saying as much to me as my father. Th many times | hate 
discussing & talking with them about si things, because 
‘that's where we are totally different & c: agree on most things. 
And when they fi ‘that or that in mind after 
an hour long talk | almost automatically know they're lying. 
They're good In promising stuff when It comes down to daily 
things, like driving me to somewhere but they don't care about 
the essential things | need to feal me home. They hate my friends 
who're in some way outspoken “subversive”, when my father was 
once angry at me he shouted they should all be gassed. “They're 
all terrorists, scumt”, that kind of stuff. At this moment | have 
heart rhythm disturbances, | never really thought my parents 
could harm me again in my health or mind, but again th y 
succeeded, I’m already for several days stressed. That's what you 
get when you can wake up with your mom searching trough all 
your stuff to whatever she expects to find, when your own mother 
is In the middle of the night walking around in your room, when 
your own mom Is reading your letters, when your own mother 
doesn’t support you when you really need it (in contrary; she told 
to rot away & don’t bother her for the rest of har life anymore, 
a day later she excused herself for that but still...), when your own 
mother tries to overhear your telephone calls, whan your own 
mother tries to prevent you from going out once In a few days, 
when your own mother tries to put the blame of all her own 
it’s hard when your p: its don't give 
you trust, They shouldn’t expect trust from me back, that’s the 
Way It goas. Yesterday my father & mo were again In a big fight. 
He didn’t punched me this time tough, he just started to shout 
random stuff | have to laugh (now) & cry (at that moment) with at 
| Just don’t get him & neither will | ever understand 
r, It’s plain absurd, | Just don’t know how they 
can get angry about futile little things. For myself, | don’t cara 
anymore, | just accept that my parents &| are totally different and 
that | will never get support from them when | will move out, But 


on those things. The Bangladesh government enacted 
“The Women and Child repression Control Act-1995", 
which legislated the death penalty as the maximum 
punishment for perpetrators of acid attacks. This law, 
however, has not been effective in reducing the incidents 
of attacks and the Bangladesh parliament is currently 
considering new legislation to address loop-holes in the 
law. Write them & ask to demand stronger and more 
effective legislation to punish perpetrators (but no 
demands for a death penalty) and to institute more 
comprehensive social service to assist the victims of acid 
attacks, Urge those authorities to guarantee the physical 
and psychological integrity of victims and provide 
adequate medical treatments for every victim. Ask for an 
immediate investigation into acid bumings which 
haven't been attention to yet by the police. Those who're 
responsible must be identified and must be brought 
before a civil competent and impartial tribunal and apply 
the penal, civil and administrative sanctions. Ask the 
authorities to adopt the necessary measures and exercise 
due diligence to prevent, investigate, prosecute and 
punish cases of acid burning. Send a letter to each of the 
following authorities: 
Justice Sahabuddin Ahmed/ Honorable/ President 
peoples Replublic of Blangladesh/ Bangaban/ Dhaka- 
1000/ Bangladesh. Fax: 880 2 9566242. *™ Dr, Sheikh 
Hasina/ Honorable Prime Minister/ Peoples republic of 
Bangladesh/ Prime Minister's Secretariat/ Gonobhaban/ 
Tejgaon/ Dhaka-1207/ Bangladesh. .Fax: 00 880 2 
8113243, *** Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru/ Ministry 
Law/ Justice and Parliamentary Affairs/ Bangladesh 
Secretariat/ Dhaka/ Bangladesh. fax: 880 2 861857, *** 
Mr. Rafiqul islam (B.U.)/ home Minister’ Home 
Ministry/ Bangladesh Secretariat/ Dhaka/ Bangladesh. 
Fax; 880-2-869-667, *** Dr. Selma khan/ Chait/ UN 
Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of 
discrimination Against Women/ c/o Mr. Director 
general (United Nations)/ Ministry of Foreign Affairs/ 
Segun Bagicha/ Dhaka 1000// Bangladesh. fax: 880-2- 
956-2188. “The Embassy of Bangladesh in your 
respective country. it fucking hurts me when they bothar friends of me, like calling 
(it’s understandable you'll loose you’re temper when writing but keep} them and asking personal stuff, or shouting at them for nothing. 
in mind that only letters will be read and might given attention if {Than | should be the a-social one, the frustrated one... Look who's 
they're written in a polite way — you can got sample letters via me) talking. it’s like they want to isolate me from whoever they think 
Is strange. They have a complete life-style than me & that’s 
OK, but It’s like they t to force way of living & handling 
ny people told me that it will go over, and 
jometimes | baliave we will get along some time, but than 
another dispute ’s not a youth problem because people 
expect me to give up ma being myself, but | know | can’t and 
don’t will, and certainly not on my 18th birthday, | just can’t, and 
if that’s a problem for people like my parents | fael vary 
disappointed. | faal rejected by my own parents because | am 
myself, It’s like | must feal gulity for being myself, but | ain’t going 


along with that game. I'm already obeying to thair “house rules”, 
ready somatimas to much for me. My p: 


and that’s 
this ain't going to be a youth problem, | will have to 
for whole my life and that ain't a pretty foresight. But | guess we'll 
have our good times to, just as we're having our bad times right 


with this 


now. | also realize that there aya kids out there who have parents 
who completely ignore their kids, or even abuse them. That 
doesn't make my parents angels evantually, but | try accept them 
as they are & hope they'll do the same with me one time. 

[md now it goes OK for already a while it soems, but for how long?) 


getting into fights, being proud of the fact that you have the 
$ to buy expensive stuff and others not, shouting names at 
‘ugly’ girls, ...] | guess it just belongs with the group men- 
tality of boys who have their own definition of manhood. 


how school can 


“Twas there”... : another shocking real live 
witness from a surviver 


My ‘1st valuation: | was a 
zombie. When someone asked 
me something my answer would 
be a sound something as “huh?”. When asked how | was 
doing I'll mumbled “4 o'clock”. Nowadays many kids at 
school are good in making you feel ashamed because of 
your ideas., The kids, supposed "young adults” are acting 
like little brats. | tried to ignore the 
brats/jocks, but did that work? No. It 
was like | was the arrogant guy 
instead of them.. 2nd valuation: 
School had a serious negative 
impact on my person ... I'm happy | 
graduated because | really hate 
myself being contradictory in my 
behavior. Some kids can find their 
way in school, hook up with like- 
minded people, others hook up with 
jerks and because they don’t care or 
are themselves a jerk (what's the 
difference anyway) and others are 
just wandering around. | think | fit 
with the last choice. In some way it’s 
so strange; it's like I’m playing a role 
while | don’t want to. It's so weird, 
me being really a tired passive 
almost non-caring kid from the moment | arrived at school. 
| remember me being very energetic at school three years 
before, | was almost a spast! On Friday afternoons we (me 
& a Classmate who used to have cool ideas — not anymore 
by now, he has changed a lot, wearing expensive snobby 
clothes & rings of Nike, even a pro-death penalty shirt of a 
rap group, smoking, drinking, doing softdrugs [he used to 
be SxE, I have no problems with people giving up on SxE 
stuff, but not that drastic from one to another], and so and 
sO on...) even could manage to start class discussions 
during the lesson time about vegetarism/animal rights, 
racism,... While now I'm so used by racist & homophobe 
remarks in my class & at the play-ground | hardly react 
anymore on it although | would love to stand up and shout 
out loud. Yep, they succeeded. The last two years | broke, 
became very introvert and uncomfortable at school. | lost 
my self-respect many times. “Why waste energy?”, that 
was my general excuse. What's the point of trying to talk 
with someone who will take every opportunity to insult you 
with “jokes” and “remarks” such as “monkey lover” (on the 
subject of equality of humans) with about five other guys 
grinning with it or joining the pointless & human-tearing- 
down insults. Even if they “weren’t serious” many times, | 
always broke inside by guys showing off with swastika’s to 
me. What the hell did they want to reach? What did they 
expect me to say on such things? A whole lecture of 
capitalism creating discrimination?! | never believed 
something gets done just because for “fun or joke”, every- 
thing has a purpose, whether it be a serious remark or a 
more spontaneous joke. Humor can be abused to, when 
you have a sick sense of making fun out of other people, 
that is. | never understood what's so funny about some 
things people call “funny”. [f.e.: “friends” getting drunk and 


distort you... 


think of two teachers which had little impact on me, | didn’t 
learn much, | didn’t met that many cool people,... It’s sad if 


Well, fm out there, 
I'll recover, trying to 
find myself back 
who | really am. 
Schoo! didn’t do me 
anything. | can only 


I think about how school is supposed to be one of the best 


times of your teenage life. You don’t have to study a lot, 


there’s a place 
packed with 
youngsters, you 
have way more 
freedom — com- 
pared with higher 
studies or work- 
ing. It's a missed 
opportunity & a 
ruined part of my 
life which can't be 
done over. Stupid 
is that actually it's 
all my own fault. 
Its not those 
guys who made 
me feel sad with 
their insults but 
me who gave 
them space to such things. The dark side of school con- 
quered indeed... Very black metal indeed & not good for 
your mental state. [Fuck metal, go mental! — has nothing to 


do with this but ! want to note it ‘though ©] 
RARAMNRIRARIARIR IIR SII IRIS SRISISS ISS SSIA 


“the Turner Diaries”, a nazi "phantasy" novel 
written in 1978 by the American National Alliance 
leader william Pierce (under the pen name Andrew 
Macdonald). has been re-printed by a major Ameri- 
shing house. New York-based Barricade 
Books has printed 50,000 copies of the novel. 
has only been available through 
mailorder from the National Alliance and other 
neo-fascist groups. es i 
The Turner Diaries describes a “revolutionary 
race war" where white supremacist guerillas hold 
mass executions of Blacks, Jews and "Race Trai- 
tors" (e.g. anti racists). The book has already 
been used several times as a blueprint for nazi 
terror. The Oklahoma City bombing followed the 
opening pages of the book to the letter. Truck 
bombs made of a mixture of fuel oil and fertilizer 
went off at around 9:05 am in both the book and in 
Oklahoma. In the early 1980's American nazi Robert 
Jay Mathews formed the fascist underground organi- 
zation, The Order, using the Turner Diaries as his 
guide. The order embarked ona 14-month spree of 
nazi terror that, included several robberies, 
counterfeitings and the murder of Jewish talk-show 
host Alan Berg in Denver, Colorado. 
The book is still in stores now in the _u$a, 


with about 10% of the proceeds going to william 
Pierce and the National Alliance. The Turner 
Diaries have already incited too much fascist 
violence. Sick of it all? Chewed gum between pages 
is an effective way to make sure no one wil uy 
this book, for a start. 

{By: Anti Racist Action Toronto] 


Te wp to you to use them or nat, Cut whew using .., he up to 
you to coutrol them or let the drugs coutrol youl 


Although it’s not typical “2K” drugs are one of the 
most famous phenomenons of nowadays youth 
culture. It wasn’t in the sixties, the years of flower 
power, but it’s in this “century of the future” (haha!) 
where drugs are the most present ever. Soft drugs are 
to be found behind every dark corner of the street or 
just in some park and the average kid has tried it out 
around the age of fifteen (I’m 
speaking now about the Belgian 
situation, but I guess it’s a general 
trend worldwide for the youth to 
try it out as soon as possible). Of 
course it’s their ight to 
experiment, on the other hand it's 
scary so many people do it regular, 
most around the same age when 
they smoked their first joint. It's 
scary SO many people are obsessed 
by it (have you notice yet all the 
Jamaican/pot merchandise?). How 
cool isn’t it to show off with a 
marihuana leaf drawing on your 
shirt? Smoking tobacco is no 
exception in this discussion just 
because it isn’t officially a soft-drug 
means we have to believe this. 
Tobacco has an addictive function 
in your body system, so it’s a soft- 
drug, point. Although it hasn’t a 
that hallucinating effect, it’s even 
more harmful to your health than 
weed (although recent results of experiments tumed 

out to prove that weed is as unhealthy for your lungs 
as tobacco is and on top of that tobacco doesn’t 
damage your brains in a long term unlike drugs as 
weed do...). No, don’t expect straightedge preaching 
or on the other hand “Fuck this boring drug-free 
politics” stuff, because I guess I’m not into one of 
these two opinions. Let me explain; I’m against drugs, 


despite what people tell there's nothing social about 
doing drugs (‘hey got some weed dude?” or ‘this is 
gooood stuff dude” doesn’t sound as communication 
to me). It’s anti-communication, some use it even as 
an escape for their problems or to build a new social 
life. Although it’s very easy to meet new people when 
doing drugs. It’s a contradiction to call that social 
because it isn’t your character 
but the drugs which socialize 
you. Soft drugs makes you 
passive, it kills your brain 
cells and nerves system, it’s 
dangerous for your 
environment and it costs you 
a lot of money. On top of all 
it’s something your mind and 
body's dependency gets lost. 
Besides alternatives such as 
self-growing or home brewing 
drugs (for example, XTC and 


weed) most drugs are 
controlled by a selected group 
of people, professional 


criminals, so I dare to say its 
pyramidal system (financial 
provider & owner/maker of 


the drugs above the 
professional dealers above 
the normal little dealers 


above the users) are just 
another reflection of our 
(hierarchical/authoritarian) capitalist society. People 
who believe taking drugs is rebelling against the 
norms & society should check their brains whether 
they’re still present. On the other hand, legal drugs 
such as tobacco, alcohol and in some occasions weed 
(at least it is legal in the Netherlands, but I think it will 
take only a few years before it will get legalized in a 
few other countries also, Belgium soon I hope 


(although the discussion about drugs getting legalized 
is also very complicated)) are controlled by 
multinationals and the government so there you have 
again another confirmation of drugs its anti-revolting 
character. So I should be a 100% anti-drugs? I can 
understand many (the most?) users can handle well 
with it, but as a person who despite discrimination or 
non caring behavior you should defend also the 
minorities; in this question this group are the addicts 
who use to much for their own good, so to speak the 
drug abuser, or the people who're working on 
marihuana plantations for minimum wages. I hate 
drugs for the sickness, killings, lost lives, misery and 
ruined relationships it has caused in the past years. 
Still I'm to weak to take a total stand against it and 
take the consequences with my words, because I 
know my opinion isn’t believable & justified if I do 
take drugs, that's why I decided to quit it totally 
(except for beer, which is my other contradiction!*). I 
want everyone who uses drugs to admit there is 
something wrong with this product, and if they don’t I 
really would like to know why because I can’t imagine 
one single reason for justifying drugs for merely 
escapism and/or fun. This column Is not a call to 
forbid drugs, on the contrary I would rather see it 
legalized, but we shouldn't be afraid to take a stand 
against the policy of drug dealing, its origins (capitalist 
structure of handling, extortion & exploitation in 3ld 
World countries**, ...) and maybe we should also start 
to question about a new more positive drug-free 
mentality because I don’t want to live the new century 
where drugs such as XTC and weed will be the norm 
just as tobacco was in the nineties,*** Stop the 
glorification of those products, 

* Alcohol is a hard drug and is very harmful for your 
body system. A simple pint isn’t. That's a big mistake 
many people make. There's a big difference between 
strong booze or getting drunk and drinking a simple 
pint. This doesn’t mean beer can’t harm you. Beer 
becomes a drug for someone when s/he gets addicted 
and does get the feeling s/he can’t live without 
anymore. [You could say the same about someone 
who smokes a joint once in two weeks or an XTC pill 
or a mushroom someone only takes on very special 
occasions.] ° 

** Dirk said a honest, anti-exploitive legalization 
would be possible via trade systems such as Oxfam, 
but a legalization can only happen by whole the 
economy's adaptation, not only one small chain of it. 
There is no way out to escape this capitalist system its 
Policy. Making drugs legal is also being responsible for 
another product ready to create an industry with 
exploitation . 

‘** Tf this sounds very conservative to you: I would 
rather sound conservative than unhealthy and 
unethically about things. This means also you didn’t 
get my point at all. In fact, I consider this to be a 
progressive point of view instead of all the pro-addict 
& straightedge propaganda out there. 


[ And something I always had in my head & finally 
have to say: STRAIGHTEDGE IS AGAINST THE 
CONSUMING OF UNNECESARY PRODUCTS (like your 
newest “I’m more drugfree than you” sweat shirt) 
AND MINDLESS MIND ADDICTING TV-SHOWS. Yep, 
this non-SxE guy is going to decide for you what 
stralghtedge should be about! J 


My amigo Dirk doesn’t quite agree with me. 


here’s his OPINION, most of the times 1 agree with 
him, I added some notes in the cursive where I don't 
Yes, drugs are one of the most famous 

phenomenons of the daily youth culture, but suppose 
if drugs weren’t available. Consider he following: 
Many youth are in search of their identity, so yes, as 
you said with all this potmerchandise, that brings up 
some questions with the kids & so they‘re going to 
smoke a joint, but that’s their right. (thelr right to go 
along with the flow, yes) . If it Is discouragable? I 
don’t know if the obsession is. I think the 
recommendation of alcoholic drinks += more 
discouragable than the showing of a weedleaf (of a 
plant!) than the budbeer ad of beautiful women in 
bikini. I ain’t sure yet myself if you could call tobacco 
@ soft drug, because who has the authority to 
separate drugs in different categories of hard & soft? 
The government does. About brain damage, mmmh, 
maybe it can harm your brain, maybe not, you take 
that risk when you start smoking weed. Many cultures 
& tribes like Indians, Inca’s,... have many years of 
drug use behind them tough & in fact its still 
something direct from the nature (I don’? think that’s 
an argument, ‘cause you can find polson too in nature 
~ I aint saying now marihuana Is a polson but I want 
to note that you can’t use it as an argument Just 
because you can find it in the nature). I think that 
those damages are mainly caused by the manner how 
drugs are fabricated now. Another question is who 
brought those “recent results”, state scientists? 

You're not for one of the two options, but sometimes 
you drink a beer (do you know that the people drink 
on a dally base their doses alcohol, even on their 
work? — the government tolerated this for quite a time 
until a movement outside the parliament confronted 
this mass addiction, and after a long time of action 
something changed). (I ain't sure what you try to say 
with this — of course I agree with you on this. It’s not 
that I drink beer every day if youre assuming Im 
addicted or something, In fact I drink it hardly 
anymore by now). Alcohol can provides you feelings 
of fake happiness even with a low dose. About 
communication & the using of drugs, well, I think that 
you have to draw the line further to those who're 
dean. Marihuana is known as a “mood strengthener” 
so If you feel negative on the moment than It shall 
only strengthen this feeling. Social contact depends 
according to me (even If you've used drugs) on the 


environment in which the person in question finds 
him/herself. Man/tool/environment.... 
As I see your opinion you're really super negative 


about drugs, this while it brings people closer if it’s ‘ 


used in a correct way & there is no dependency. Yes, 
maybe too much of it can cause mental & physical 
dependency. But being away for a little while can be a 
virtue. 

Yes, we need another drug policy, but as you know 
already this system preaches conservative values and 
wants to remain this & wants to accumulate capital by 
those who don’t have the right to have all this money. 
Those are professional criminals as you said., We first 
we need a change in this economy. By growing weed 
yourself & handling this in a basis democratic 
structure to the outside you have a drugs network 
free of exploitation. So before the government will 
change the current drugs policy it’s maybe good that 
people grow their own weed, 

This is the last part of an artide about drugs i got out 
an issue of Uitgezonderd (this is a Dutch anarchist 
zine outta Brugges): “In short we can’t ignore that 
drugs are used for already a few thousand years in 
the human as well as in the animal world. What's the 
problem? According to me its about the 
institutionalization of power. By this power function 
People are putting repression on the people beneath 
them to accept their view upon things. Their view 
which gets by time very personal and gets pushed as 
the only right view. Laws and ‘little rules get 
proceeded to keep the created system alive. Drugs 
may not be taken be everyone anymore, but only by a 
litde selective group of people. 

Nowadays a lot of drugs have become a taboo. Just 
by the government and organized religion with the 
main reason to keep the people calm and unknowing, 
but they don’t keep in mind that many people keep on 
using drugs, on every manner you could imagine. And 
still with the same reason as in the old times: 
recreation, religion, medication.. Now the government 
dares to even go so far to forbid the use of certain 
plants (and sometimes even the growing of it), but 
approves some drugs such as medication, alcohol, 
tobacco,... 

Using drugs or not, I hold on that it remains a 
personal choice. No one has the right to forbids to use 
drugs. No one has the right to forbid the using of 
drugs. If you think it’s nothing for you, don’t use than, 
If you find it something for you, than you better use, 
But keep in mind, when using, do it in a responsible 
way and inform yourself on the drugs you're using. 
T’m also a defender of legalization of all drugs. Who 
wants to use’a drug, will use it, if it’s now legal or not. 
It's an advantage for the user of drugs are legal, 
because than they'll be lesser modified with all kinds 
of junk, the prices will decrease,.. .” 


NOTE : in the meanwhile the Belgian government decided that 
the smoking and handling of weed will become legal — in a 
few months the law will be put into practice, 


‘An example to start off, many a-political people are 
suddenly interested in politics when the daily "5 
minutes of slogging migrants off" begins (as far as you 
can call this kind of insults “politics”), A-political 
people (I don’t mean people who’re not politically 
active but people who refuse to think about today’s 
problems) are right-wing, because it represent ignorance 
and egoism. They say they don’t want to have anything 
with politics but still give their opinion on societal 
problems whenever they feel it’s necessary and that’s 
when it concerns their own being. 

Many Oi! bands hide behind the excuse of being “anti- 
political” & think that gives them the reason to talk crap 
about complex & serious problems. They think they can 
talk macho right-wing, and laugh at migrants and 
refugees or talk sexist & nationalist crap as long as they 
put in their CD booklet "Please note that this recording 
contains fool language and sexist remarks and is 
definitely not political or correct, but it does tell the 
truth! OiOi!" or say this in an interview (see Discipline, 
One Life Crew/Pitboss 2K (both rest in pieces by now! 
Yeeeeeeahahaha!), Section 5,...) Than they think 
everything is justified and there is no need anymore to 
use their brains. They place McDonald's and Nike on 
their oh so beloved thanks lists to provoke. Some of 
them try to get right-wing ideas accepted in progressive 
scenes.,, Ultra rightist politicians defend their ideas in 
the same way. "While the politically correct people say 
yes to the negro they say no to the hunter" (Dutchies 
should translate this in the Dutch language & they’Il get 
the “joke”) is what they say here in the Netherlands and 
Belgium. And what about all this bands who’re so anti- 
political? They pretend to care, though, but when it 
comes to talking about the causes of the problems or 
actually doing 
something to change 
something they’ve the 
perfect excuse to 
become ignorant and 
lazy “Sorry dude, but 
we're not political. 
We’ve chosen to stand 
on our own, and not on 
your left or right-wing 
side.“. Blahblah. Or 
when you start about 
political issues such as 
the consequences of 


capitalism 
(discrimination, 3rd 
World, pollution, 


imperialism, etc.) they 
say “Wow dude, no PC 


stuff for me. Me & my friends are here to have fun not 
to have some kind of lecture.” Don’t this kind of 
behavior makes you angry too? And then those people 
are surprised (in a positive or negative way, you can 
guess...) the local extreme-rightist party got so much 
votes. (“but hey, perhaps they might change something 
for the better, you never know...”), Sigh 


Pople who © nrich 


“T Tecelees Fiauent. 


The big animal protection/liberation organizations like 
VA & PeTA receive every year tons of money on 
donations. This money is originally intended to be used 
in favor of actions advantaged to animal rights. Sadly 
cnough some people who have the power to do so 
deposit some parts of the money on bank accounts of 
some businesspeople who just have found one of the 
most easy methods to mislead thousands of people. And 
believe it or not, but further in this text you'll notice that 
some of the donated money goes to things that has 
nothing to do with animal rights, but with animal tests 
& promotion campaigns supporting sexism. I know this 
article will only show you one perspective of (negative) 
opinions about PeTA U$A, so the only thing I can say is 
inform yourself if this concerns you and try to find out 
how PeTA U$A is structured and what they’re all about. 


*“ MORONIC ADVERTSING. Some of their 
advertisements work according to the principle "sex 
wells". See for example the "I'd rather be naked than 
wearing fur" campaign where 
supermodels” are getting treated 
like sex objects. Although this 
campaign was launched many 
years ago, it's still popular and 
even copied by other animal-rights 
organizations, PeTA U$A_ once 
even made posters with a nude 
Playboy star: "Some people need 
you inside them.". They’re still 


using sexist images for their 
advertisements sometimes. Like 
the “Fur trim is unattractive” 


billboard which displays a picture 
of a woman’s crotch with pubic 
hair coming out of her panties. 
Iluh? Since when is PeTA a razor 
ompany?!", a passerby also might 
think ©, Animal liberation is great 
& ni ry , but what about 
women's liberation?!?_— PeTA 


doesn’t only promotes woman's exploitation but also 
the use of alcohol. Their “Got Beer?... Milk Sucks.” 
caused quite a lot of commotion in the States as the 
people of MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) 
asked publicly PeTA to pull the campaign. They could 
as well started a “Got Soda? ... Milk sucks.” campaign 
but for some or the other reason they must have seen the 
necessity of using a rather macho sounding slogan. 
Another serious form of exploitation PeTA also 
promotes is the exploitation of Thirld World workers. If 
you’re searching for synthetic footwear on the PeTA 
website. you'll find their recommendation of Nike, 
Adidas and Reebok shoes. Slave labor hurts people & 
people are animals too, as far to my knowledge! 

* FRAUDS. This is really crazy; a great part of the 
biggest organizations like PeTA U$A have gi 
subsidies from time to time to several  vivi 
centers, That's what you get with a bureaucratic policy. 
On the 10th of January '86 the Los Angles Board of 
Recreation and Park Commissioners both rejected 
unanimous the proposal of the University of Southern 
California to establish a big center for animal 
experiments in the z00 of LA. Believe it or not but the 
proposal of the USC got supported by the "animal 
friends" of ‘Fund for Animals’, 'PeTA' and ‘Actors and 
Others for Animals'. This is just one proven example, a 
balance sheet in a report showed numbers of $$$ which 
PeTA as well as other "animal liberation" organizations 
had donated in the past years in favor of animal cruelty 
Corrupt as fuck 

* SHORTSIGHTED. It's good that they specialize 
themselves into animal rights in a human's ety. but 
they don't give a damn about animals in the wildern: 
Some staff workers have complete wacko point of views 
on animals living free from humans. Take for example 
Cruelty Case-worker Daphna Nachimovitch explaining 
PeTA’s position on hom /stray/feral 
roaming cats terrorize and kill 
countless birds and other wild 
life who are not equipped to deal 
with such predators... We 
believe the animals who are the 
cats’ prey are important too.” A 
cat killing a bird is wrong 
according to PeTA. With saying 
stuff like that they’re rejecting 
whole the principle of the 
nature, that all species want to 
survive. Lions kill deer, cats eat 
birds and birds eat worms. 
Humans can take the 
responsibility to use what they 
need and let alone what they 
don’t need. It’s as simple as that, 
not? She continues: “in reality, 
they too [cats] depend on us for 
sustenance, to keep them safe, 
and to make responsible choices 


for them... Allowing them to live outdoors puts them in 
grave danger... All cats need and deserve human 
companionship.” Well yeah, completely arrogant & 
human centered (= not animal friendly). To my 
knowledge there were first even wild cats before the 
homo sapiens existed, so points of view like these that 
the human owns cats are again a neglect of the nature 
laws. 
Besides this, there's also something else they have 
closed their eyes for, namely that political ideas can 
have something to do with animal rights/liberation. But 
they don't want to see participators at demonstrations 
wearing political badges or whatever which shows a 
political statement. Don't you recognize also sometimes 
this fucked up perspective which is also practiced by 
Ronnie Lee of the ALF in which there is a sort of 
narrow minded point of view 
only towards animal rights? 
* CAPITALISTS. PeTA USA 
has shut down PeTA Holland. 
All the people who previously 
worked for PeTA Holland are all 
fired. PeTA USA doesn't have 
any reasons to put an end to their 
chapter in the Netherlands. They 
found the 650000$ (!) of profits 
PeTA Holland raised per year to 
less for them. It seems that PeTA 
U$A has learned in the 
meanwhile all the catchy tricks 
from the caPIGalistic system. 
Denying _ solidarity, being 
ignorant and only worrying 
about the bucks for own pockets 
and not about what they should 
really strive for. 
* MASS MANIPULATORS. Most of their 
advertisements show hardly something about cruelty to 
animals, some show you sexy women (see above) and 
others just want to you to become a vegetarian/vegan 
because some famous moviestar is it also... Or Jezus 
was according to PeTA U$A also a vegetarian... In 
Missouri they put this big bill-boards stating "Jesus was 
a vegetarian. Show respect for God's creatures - follow 
Him." with a picture of Jezus and an orange slice that 
should represent an aureole. What the hell has this to do 
with animal rights? Isn't the main intention that you 
become vegetarian because it’s unnecessary nowadays 
to kill animals for food, and not because Jezus was one? 
‘And what about the fish miracle Jesus should have 
committed? Aren't fishes animals too?! 
Another nice story is the proposal launched by a PeTA 
activist to change the name of a New York city called 
“Fishkill” into... “Fishsave”. Really. There has been 
spend lots of money and energy on this one. When the 
name would be eventually changed (but probably it 
won't, who cares?) a lot of animal cruelty will be 


stopped. Yeah! Sigh... “Kill” is Dutch for 


“Waterstream” by the way. 


Now would a boycott be reasonable? Of course not. 
Despite all these stupid mainstream kind of things, they 
still do from time to time good work (sometimes with 
the wrong methods which brings the one revolution a 
tiny little bit closer, but the other a bit further away). 
Instead of giving money to the people who're only doing 
it for the bucks, people should give more attention to 
more radical & honest direct-action groups such as 
ALF, Vegan Society, All animals free! and SAMA but 
it seems that they'll never reach a big amount of average 
people, because they're just "vandals" and don't use any 
supermodels promoting sexism anyway. [!?!] 


[Don't trust lotteries (fe. Levenslijn in Belgium) who raise 
money for cancer, aids or whatever too. Millions of the 
proceedings will go to investigations of medi-cines on 
animals. I don't say that a big part of the raised money will 
not be used for a good cause, but it's a fact that a part will 
always be used for vivisection. By the way, these kind off 
lotteries are getting always sponsored by multinationals 
(Levenslijn had for example Shell), I mean, doing an action 
for trying to cure people, but in the meanwhile they get and 
give support to a firm which pollutes the environment and 
oppresses together with the Nigerian regime the Ogoni- 
movement and even kills some of them. That doesn't really 
fits with these kinda actions which try to make people their 
life more mean full, Same for foundations which fund 
animal experiments [f.e.: Asthma research council, 
Parkinson's disease society, National diabetes foundation, 
Cancer research campaign, Action research for the crippled 
child, British heart/lung foundation, Scope,ete I 


ons a oe amelie 


[Yeah..] 


| want to talk about “normal people” this issue, i 
those everyday folks who aren't anarchists, i 
feminists, etc. Most radicals today have a funny 
attitude about these people, “the masses.” On the 
one hand our political activities, theories, and 
propaganda are all about creating a new society that 
will liberate “the masses” from tyranny and 
exploitation, a society to be built by these masses 
themselves. However, when we're asked why our 
movements are so small, we shrug and mumble 
that the Masses are ignorant and are “brainwashed” 
by society's rules (or religion, or patriotism, or...). 
Folks are “blind” and need to “wake up"; most of 
them are stupid, racist, misogynist, homophobic 
fools who should all just rot in their easy chairs 
while watching “Cops” on TV. In the words of one 
would-be punk prophet, “the masses are asses.” 
‘his attitude is not only a contradiction, it's also a 
big reason why | think our political movements are 
#0 small. If we want to make our political 
‘movements a threat to the powers that be we need 
to hi this belief in the “ignorant masses” and 
quic 

| think all the zines, song lyrics, books ai 
protests that demand people Host up” to ri 
real truth” of the misery of this world are cop-outs. 
(Won't get me wrong; I'm not saying that | believe 
‘hal this society really is democratic and free or that 
some people actually do win the lottery or anything 
‘iculous like that. What I'm saying is that people 
who think the masses believe these things because 
{hey are “stupid” directs radicals’ righteous anger in 
'he wrong places. Instead of attacking the masses 
fr their “ignorance” we should instead attack the 
*erlal_ conditions and values that make people 
‘elleve nonsensical things such as cops are here 
'» protect and serve us all or that the real oppresses 
youp in this country is (gag, hack, cough,) white 
‘wien If we change the social and political 
‘ditions that lead people to swallow this bullshit 
‘yeleed of preaching at people to “wake up”, then 


the problem of the “ignorant m: ” wil 
peal ig! lasses” will take care 


The Power in Truth 


One of the biggest problems with the belief that 
the masses are asses is that saying people are 
brainwashed or ignorant implies there is a real 
objective “truth” to be revealed in this world. This is 
a bunch of hooey. There is no such thing as a 
neutral, value-free interpretation of history and 
Politics and if you don’t believe me turn on the six 
o'clock news and watch the capitalist apologist crap 
stream out of Mr. Hairdo newscaster’s 
teleprompter, who will tell you that Rodney King 
deserved to be beaten or that Anita Hill really liked 
Piles pe The point is that of course shit 

ere is no one i 
He alae correct interpretation of 

Assuming the masses to be asses creat 
authoritarian teacher-pupil role: “I 4 the 
knowledgeable revolutionary, will educate you, the 
ignorant masses, on the way the world really works 
and the way you should really live your life because 
you are too brainwashed to figure it out yourself. If 
this doesn't work, I'll slag you all off as ‘sheep’ in 
the next issue of my zine.” This is a good 
anarchist/socialist strategy? All we do is tell people 

we're right and they're wrong (and stupid). No 
bial aa ag us! We need to stop buying 
idea of false consci i 
peste ae jousness and stop telling 
But if there is no objective truth, then, i 
tight? What standards do we have bo. celarrine 
whether a Nazi's ideas are better than an anti- 
racist 's if we can't say that anti-racists are right and 
Nazis are wrong? | think such standards exist but 
they come not from “the truth” but from our society's 
values and political culture. For example, in 
American society nonviolent forms of protest are the 
only acceptable forms of resistance for both the 
ruling class and progressives, therefore if | say that 
Violence isn’t always bad | am “wrong”. There’s no 
objective truth” to his belief in nonviolence and | am 
certainly not “brainwashed” by Class War or 
whomever because | believe that violence will likely 
beca ina et situation; | am “wrong” 
use my beliefs run coi 
velves in this society. ais Rents Mats 
| want to change these deeply held beli 
convince people that violence “4 some a. 
has its place (like in the fight against fascism, for 
example), | think the best way to do is not to say 
that people are all wrong and brainwashed by our 
liberal American/European Culture into believing that 
the only valid form of political opposition is non- 
violence resistance (though | confess it’s tempting) 


but to promote a cultural and Political shift in the 
radical movement, a shift that redefines “truth” so 
that people's politics aren't immediately dismissed if 
they're not nonviolent. In Germany, for example, you 
will find few punks or anarchists who would 
disagree with me when | Say that fascists need to 
be confronted and defeated wherever they organize, 
using violence if necessary. What needs to be done 
in the US is to change the political attitudes among 
radical circles in the US to a situation more like it is 
in Germany, where the use of violence against 
nazis is a legitimate option, before the fascist white- 
Power scum get as popular here as they are over 
there. 

Whatever the dominant culture Says is true 
becomes truth in this society, more or less. If we 
can change this culture, we can change the “truth.” 
If we can change the social Conditions of this 
Society so that our movements actually offer people 
something relevant to their lives instead of 
moralizing at them, | think we will find that the 
masses ain't so stupid after all. 


Weapons of the Weak 


But if the masses aren't asses, how can we 
explain the fact that there hasn't been a revolution 
that frees us all yet, despite the thousands of zines, 
demonstrations, and political organizations telling 
folks what's up? If folks are so Smart, why don't 
they revolt against this fucked up world? | think 
there are three reasons for this: 

1) People especially extremely poor people, do 
what they have to do to Survive, and immediate 
Personal and family concerns take precedent over 
more broader political concerns. These folks aren't 
Stupid, they're just too busy trying to survive in this 
system to try to change it as well. This description 
fits some people but it leaves a lot of folks out 
(especially the middle Class). 

2) People don't passively accept this fucked up 
system, they do resist it every day and in many 
ways. However, due to physical or political 
limitations (anything from death Squad terror in 
Central America to lack of experience in democratic 
processes in the US or Europe), a lot of people 
aren't able to organize effectively and resist 
collectively. People don't blindly obey, they resist in 
any ways they can. Sometimes they don't even see 
it as blatant resistance: timecard Padding, loafing 
on the job, lying to your bass, cheating the landlord, 
cheating on your taxes, Stealing stuff from work, 
Sabotaging capital. Sure, People do these things for 
Self-interested reasons, but don't ignore the 
important fact that these actions make the powers 
that be mad. These are subtle but extremely 
common forms of resistance. When people feel 


they're getting screwed over they fight back, using a 
variety of revenge tactics against authority. (For 
excellent books about the many mundane and inspiring 
ways in which people resist, read Martin Sprouse's 
Sabotage in the American Workplace and James C. 
Scott's Weapons of the Weak, which looks at peasant 
resistance in rural Asia.) 

3) These answers may be fine and dandy, but 
they don't account for everyone. | think there are | 
some people who aren't brainwashed but the 
system, nor they do resist it. | think some people 
genuinely enjoy this sick system because they 
benefit from it. George Bush and Bill Clinton aren't 
brainwashed fools; they are men who have used the 
Privilege and power accorded to their race and sex 
and class position to mold the world in their favor f 
and in the favor of people like them. (Of course I'm 
white male too, but | like to think that I'm using my 
privileged status in this society to undermine society 
and the privilege it grants me. It's my responsibility 
to use my power to Support others so that one day | 
we will all have equal social and political power.) 
People like Clinton and Al Gore and Lee lococca 
weren't brainwashed, they are our enemies, plain 
and simple. People who like this system because 
they profit off of it are those we must struggle 
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against. | know that those we must struggle against. 
| mean we need to run out and bash all their heads, 
but | don't. | mean that we have to devise tactics 
and strategies that confront people like them and 
hold them responsible for their actions while 
celebrating all people struggling against the New 
World Order at the same time. 

As soon as | start talking about politics as 
Struggle of the powerful against the powerless (to 
Put it very crudely), someone always gets upset and 
blubbers something about how people can change, 
so don’t drive them away from your cause by 
declaring them your enemy.. Well, of course people 
change, but social classes DON'T change. The 
rich will always abuse and exploit the poor even if 
Donald Trump gives all his millions to the New 
Jersey anarchist collectives. Some people may 
change but most won't because to do so would 
mean they have to give up too much of their wealth, 
and the system of injustices certainly won't change 
unless we challenge it. The belief in false 
consciousness carries with it this residual feeling 
that while a jerk like Tom Metzger is stupid, he can 
be changed if we try hard enough. Not. In resisting 
this world, radicals need to realize that not everyone 
'S going to join us, and while that’s sad, these 
people also do it for a reason: they benefit from the 
Status quo and won't surrender their privilege 
without a fight. 


What’s Wrong with the 
Masses? 


But if the masses aren't asses, how can we 
explain why so many people are elitist, racist, sexist, 
homophobic, and generally intolerant of others? 
Who else but a morn would actively support such 
behavior? | believe that most people (including 
myself) are fucked up in these ways due to the 
world we live in more than due to their own 
conscious decision to be a rapist or a fag-basher or 
whatever, People everywhere do what they feel is 
necessary to survive, and in doing so, they usually 
{ill a role according to the needs of social 
institutions. For example, capitalism needs a large 
pool of unemployed workers to keep wages down, 
10 Some people become unemployed and blame 
immigrants for it. A patriarchal society needs rapists 
(0 physically intimidate women to maintain power 
over them, so it creates a rape culture in which any 
male can rape a woman and (usually) get away with 
\. This fucked up world creates fucked up roles for 
people to play, and sadly, people play them. 

Before | move on, let me make something as clear 
's!can, Because this world creates oppressive 
‘oles for people to play (rapist, manager, cop, 


politician, etc.) DOES NOT mean people therefore 
shouldn't be held responsible for accepting these 
roles. A racist capitalist system creates the need for 
Cops to protect white property and privilege, but that 
doesn't mean cops should be let off the hook for 
what they do to people. Society creates roles for 
people, but people often times choose these roles 
and have to be held responsible for taking them. 
The fact that we live in a rape culture doesn't mean 
that it's all “the system's fault" when a man Tapes a 
woman. No, rapists and other scum need to be held 
responsible for their actions. However, that. still 
doesn’t change the fact that their actions are at 
least in part determined by the roles this society 
offers them. 

If you put a person in a different world, s/he'll be 
a different person. Would you think and act the 
same if you were from another country, a different 
class background, a different race, and /or a 
different gender? Not likely. Would you have been a 
Nazi supporter if you were a poor white Gentile 
German worker in 1937? Quite possibly. The key, 
the, is to hold people responsible for their actions, 
but to also work to change the social conditions that 
make it to change the social conditions that make it 
advantageous to them for being racist, misogynist, 
homophobic, elitist and/or a cop. 

Changing these social conditions means 
struggling against the dominant powers that be, not 
harping on people for their stupidity. Taunting and 
guilt-tripping people into revolutionary movements 
obviously isn’t working for the obvious reason that it 
insults people's intelligence. If we're trying to create 
a revolution in this society we have to give people 
good reasons to exchange what privileges they have 
now for the chance to recreate the world. 

So do me a favor: stop Saying the masses are 
asses and start looking for the little ways people 
resist hierarchy and authority. Appreciate those 
efforts and look for ways to turn those individual 
acts of resistance into collective forms of defiance 
and self-determination. Show people that their little 
acts of sabotage are also forms of political 
resistance, and explain how they can get a lot more 
than an extra long lunch break if we resist together. 
Know your enemy. Stop believing that everyone 
can be changed and that someday we'll all be one 
big happy family. Take what people say at face 
value instead of calling them brainwashed. If we 
stop assuming the masses are asses and 
concentrate on the political and social conditions 
that make people “asses”, the anarchist movement 
might just become threatening again. 


PAS OSOD OO SR RSD 
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With the look of sadness struck in his eye, he gazed upon her and 
turned slowly, reluctantly away and walked upon the opposing, solid 
ground. Her feet were buried in the ground, as was her soul. She 
looked out from the precipice at the gradually setting ball of fire 
disappearing into the horizon. A drop of sorrow made its way down 
her face. With the night approaching, she stood there, only her body 
existing, her mind in another world. Shock. A volt of energy bolled 
through her body, and she ran through the forest as far as she 

could. Run, run, run away from it all. Her hair flew furiously 

through the air. She fumbled over a rock, causing her to fallon her 
face. She lifted her head up wearily with a gash of blood streaming 
down her torn flesh. Picking herself up, she began to walk, not 
realizing where she was going, what she was doing, or why she had 
been driven to run to where she was currently. Shock, She snapped 
back into this so-called “reality”. 


At her lover's door, she situated herself erect. 

“Please save me from this, I’m screaming inside, but it's not showing through 

My soul feels numb. 

| have nothing to trust, except putting my heart in your caressing 

hands. 

| look in your ever so sweet eyes, and yearn to tell you more than you know 

When | press my head against your chest, eyes closed, hear your heartbeat pulse, it feels as | 
amin my pure mother’s womb. All around me is warm water. 

lam falling deeper into a liquid abyss. 

Lost in my surroundings, all | hear is you. 

All| feel is you." 

All this is spoken only through my eyes. | yearn for you fo read me like a book, Yet fear itis 
something you will never understand. 


Knock, knock. | stand there 
holding my breath, unaware. | 
heard gentle footsteps 
approaching the door. It swung 
open, ata snails pace with a 
slight creak. My heart skipped a 
beat as my eyes met his. It was 
silent, but my ears perceived 
sound, music. He extended a 
caring arm, with his once again 
caressing hand wiping the blood 
off my face. Through the touch 
of his flesh to mine, tears fled my 
eyes. A loving embrace covered 
my existence. 


think so this state is a danger for me 


[proudly brought to you by ‘the many deaththreats to the statesecurity’ campaign] 
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